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Cabinet approves budget speech 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Council of Minuter*, on Saturday 
approved the text of the government's. presentation of the 
draft budget fur 1997 to Parliament. Information Minister 
Mawan Minuter said. Officials said slight changes were 
B wde in the budget according ro the priorities of various 
nwnWrics and departments. Finance Minister Mara an 
Awod is expected to present the budget to Parliament this 
week. The Cabinet also endorsed a draft law on protection 
for national products and another on securities. Dr. Muash- 
er. briefing reporters after the Cabinet session, reiterated 
Jordan’s call on the new Israeli government to abide by the 
agreements its predecessor had signed with the Palestinians 
and move towards rhe final status negotiations as called fur 
in the interim accords. He pointed out that the interim 
accord called for Israeli redeployment in the area classified 
as "B” in PstleMinian territories in stages Martini! Sept. 7 
19% and Sept. 7 1997 but nothing had taken place yet. 
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Stocks sharply rebound over Iraq deal 

AMMAN tR) — Jordanian stocks on Saturday rose to their 
highest levels in nine months on optimism for a revival of trade 
w ith Iraq once the delayed U.N. oil-for-food deal is implement- 
ed. Investors said resumed active buying across-the-board was 
fuelled by the chance for trade revival with Ionian’s biggest 
trading partner. 'The market’s strong showing maybe a prelude 
for better things to come once Iraq does finally begin to sell oil." 
said Omar A1 Masri, head of Al1li.\ Investment Group, a finan- 
cial consultancy specialising in regional emerging markets. 
Firms have still not made up for the loss of the Iraqi market in 
1 990 when economic sanctions were imposed on Baghdad alter 
it invaded Kuwait. The Amman financial Market hO-share 
index rose to its highest level since March to 15189 points in 
trade worth JD2.6 million, nearly three- fold its recent average. 
The bourse’s 1 .89 per cent rise on Saturday was the highest one 
day jump since last April’s short rally triggered bv government 
instigated buying by state pension funds. 
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Parliament reaffirms support for policies 
as outlined in King's speech from Throne 

Lawzi and Srour, presenting Senate and House replies to the 
speech to Regent, hail Jordan's efforts for comprehensive 
peace, improved inter-Arab relations and stand on Jerusalem 

Both houses endorse government's economic programme 
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AMMAN t Petra i — The 
Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament on Saturday 
reaffirmed full support lor 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's directives to the gov- 
ernment over issues per- 
taining to national econo- 
my. relations with Arab 
countries and the King- 
dom’s backing for the 
Palestinian people’s strug- 
gle to achieve freedom. 

Presenting to His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regent, replies 
to King Hussein’s speech 
from the Throne which was 
delivered to a joint session 
of Parliament on Nov. 19, 

■ - ■ Tin ^ t he speakers of the Senate 

1 nm a.4. w. (Upper House) and the 
the cu’.cmnidi Lower House. Ahmad 
uf jLvnurti Lawzi and Sa’ad Hayel 
. r Lulih b: Srour. said Parliament sup- 
litted ><• the it ported the King's efforts to 
•un suitcmcrTT f. attain a just comprehensive 
emeen jutind and lasting peace in the 
ithoriuc- mat Middle East based on U.N. 
ot hiHijcv Tit resolutions and with a view 
iniem alto, to safeguarding the present 
.to! houtt'ifc and future Arab people's 
Tvanbioi-m rights and interests. 

Delhi. The bi The Senate said the 
een as a « j> <• speech from the Throne 

2 pli.uii loumi was comprehensive, clearly 

setting for the government 
nio awards broa dl' n « of policies that 
a are designed to deal with 
lerTwtsa'fif present and future chal- 
lenges. 

The Senate said it highly 
valued King Hussein's 
relentless endeavours to 
settle inter-Arab differ- 
ences and reestablish sound 
and strong political and 
. economic ties with other 
^idenual Arab stares, 
icnreni ■■ UaJso endorsed the go v- 
al 1 "■ emment’s economic poli- 
i to tlw ro 1 (.jus to address the imbal- 
ian oi dl fF ances in the budget and 
amt or ■*/ 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, and Parliament members at Sat- 
urday's presentation of the legislature's reply to the speech from the Throne by His 
Majesty King Hussein on Nov. 19 (Petra photo) 
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attract investments and 
increase production as well 
as the King's directives to 
the government to work 
towards safeguarding 
national unity grouping 
Christian and Muslim citi- 
zens of different origins.. It 
supported the Royal direc- 
tives to the government to 
give due attention to the 
needy and ensure a 
“social safety net" for the 
less fortunate citizens. 

The Senate voiced sup- 
port for the King's endeav- 
ours to enhance the capabil- 
ities of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces, which, it 
said, serve as a shield pro- 
tecting the narion. 

The Senate said that it 
frilly backs King Hussein’s 
policies concerning the 
holy shrines in Arab East 
Jerusalem and his 
announcement that Jordan 
was serving as a custodian 
of the holy places until the 
time comes for handing 


over the trust to the Pales- 
tinian leadership following 
lsraeli-Palestinian negotia- 
tions on the final settlement 
and the creation of the 
Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

The Senate also appreci- 
ated King Hussein's poli- 
cies concerning the rela- 
tions between the executive 
and legislative authorities 
including the question of 
deputies holding ministerial 
posts with a view to allow- 
ing the two authorities to 
operate in an atmosphere 
free of negative influences. 

The Lower House of Par- 
liament said it shared with 
the King his concern over 
the situation in the Middle 
East region resulting from 
Israel's reneging on its 
commitments and its 
agreements with the Pales- 
tinian leadership. 

The House backed King 
Hussein’s endeavours to 
prevent the Judaisarion of 


Jerusalem and its holy sites 
and condemned Israel’s 
illegal practices which 
included the opening of 
new entrance to a tunnel 
near, A1 Aqsa Mosque 
“with the abjective of 
demolishing the holy site." 

The deputies said that 
Israel was pursuing similar 
plots against Hebron and 
called for a collective and 
firm Arab and Muslim 
stand to confront the Zion- 
ist danger in the Palestin- 
ian lands. 

Stressing the need for 
continued help to the Pales- 
tinians to enable them to 
regain their rights, the 
deputies voiced backing for 
King Hussein’s elTorts to 
ensure a comprehensive 
and just peace. They con- 
demned Israel's continued 
attempts to disrupt the 
peace process by refusing 
to implement the peace 
accords and by “black- 
mailing" the Palestinians. 


The deputies said that 
Amman was qualified to 
host an Arab summit to dis- 
cuss the Israeli violations at 
a time when the Arab coun- 
tries are supported by the 
European nations, which, 
in their latest declaration, 
voiced clear and over- 
whelming support for the 
Palestinian people in the 
face of Israel's obstinacy. 

The House referred to 
Jordan's economic crisis 
and said that the crisis does 
not discourage the Jordan- 
ian people from pursuing 
their efforts towards imple- 
menting the economic 
reform programme and 
increasing production. 

The deputies stressed 
their backing for govern- 
ment policies regarding 
openness to the world mar- 
kets and promoting free 
trade and its efforts to join 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion and achieve partner- 
ship with the European 
Union. . 

They recommended that 
the government carry out 
measures to ensure contin- 
ued financial and monetary 
stability and introduce 
economic laws encourag- 
ing the private sector to 
assume a bigger role in 
investments. 

The deputies welcomed 
the government's plans to 
close the gap among vari- 
ous social classes and 
called for a reexamination 
of the roles played by the 
aid funds with a view to 
achieving that goal and 
securing social safety for 
the underprivileged groups 
in society. 
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iii Sou W Qadhafi appreciates 
:c vh celetok Jordan’s position 

■•tli ih a 51 ? 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
nurture |,s ^ Majesty King Hussein Sar- 
urday received a cable 
iiihoj*-®’ t> from Libyan leader Muam- 
he inar Qa’dhufi expressing 
id R‘ ,nI3r rf -' high appreciation of Jor- 
,m dans call for a review of 
jvhe* ihe U.N. sanctions against 

nidiu^ 111 '■ Libya, the Jordan News 
linic. CalW ' Agency, Petra said. The 
Gun* ■ * Jordanian call came in 
(1 ,luni'’ comments made by Prime 
.4 jjhJ * lin Minister Abdul Karim 
•Pntf Kaburiti during a press 
j conference in Kladrid last 
week (see page 12). 
nail talk ^ 

5 pjnoff Prmce Hamzeh 
fficers undergoes surgery 
Rl X ’LONDON (Petra) — His 

1AC r ■ u«< Royai Highness Prince 
i Jl | . Hamzeh Ben Al Hussein on 
et Saturday underwent an 

auw3 *4*5 VPcndectomy. According 
jiaO-^,, His Majesty King Hus- 
private physician. 

.. r arraj, the surgery 

\ ^ a complete success and 

ftince Hamzeh is now in 
• 4 good health, 
wl* . 

w ^^KabaritS meets 
' ,n ^n^ ■■ Egyptian envoy 

a t , 7 (1 ,u111 

L i^.V AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
^ Minister Abdul Karim 
hand Saturday received 
office Egyptian 
d jHi ^sador to Israel 
Mohammad Bassouny in 
’ u tl i presence of Minister of 
;UI L in a {tfonnatioD Marwan 
I fl 7^ u 3sher. The meeting 
in bn the latest devel- 

w ^'^Pniems in’ihe Middle East 
'• 1 .A process. 
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Arafat visits UAE and Qatar for 
talks on ties and peace process 

Palestinian leader holds talks with Kabariti en route to 
Gulf, says no advance made in Hebron negotiations 


ABU DHABI (Agencies) 
— Palestinian leader Yass- 
er Arafat flew to Qatar on 
Saturday after a brief visit 
to the United Arab Emirates 
(LfAE) during which he met 
its president. Sheikh Zayed 
Ben Sultan A! Nahayan, 
officials said. 

Passing through Jordan 
earlier on Saturday. Mr. 
Arafat held talks with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. He told 
reporters no real progress 
had been made in talks with 
Israel on the delayed han- 
dover to Palestinian self- 
rule of the West Bank town 
of Hebron and he might 
seek international arbitra- 
tion in the dispute. 

Mr. Arafat also called on 
the sponsors ol the peace 
process — the United 
States and Russia — as 
well as the European Union 
and the international com- 
munity to force Israel to 
implement its Oslo II 
agreement with the Pales- 
tinians. , . . 

*'We are looking for 
international arbiirauon and 
especially with the ones 
whu signed Oslo II 
menl.” Mr. Arafat told 
Associated Press television. 


He paid tribute to King 
Hussein’s ■ efforts to 
advance Arab-Israeli peace 
talks, particularly the Pales- 
tinian-! sraeli track of nego- 
tiations. 

Mr. Arafat described Mr. 
Kabariti’s short visit to Jeri- 
cho on Thursday as suc- 
cessful. stressing the identi- 
cal views of Jordanians and 
Palestinians regarding the 
peace process. 

During Mr. Kabariti 's 
visit, Jordan and the Pales- 
tinian Narionai Authority 
(PNA) discussed bilateral 
relations and joint efforts 
to advance the peace 
process, he said. 

Mr. Arafat, who was 
received at the King Hus- 
sein Bridge by Mr. Kabari- 
ti, said he wanted to con- 
gratulate Sheikh Zayed 
on the successful surgery 
he underwent at Mayo 
Clinic few weeks ago and 
to discuss with him issues 
of common concern as well 
as the peace process. 

He said he would also dis- 
cuss bilateral ties and the 
peace process with the emir 
of Qatar, Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifah Al Thani. 
President Arafat was seen 
off bv Mr. Kabariti and 


senior Jordanian and Pales- 
tinian officials, including 
the Palestinian ambassador 
to Jordan, Omar Khatib. 

Reports from Abu Dhabi 
said Sheikh Zayed, in his 
talks with Mr. Arafat, 
underlined the importance 
of abiding by peace agree- 
ments reached between 
Israel and Arab states. 

He stressed "tlte dangers 
of Israel going back on its 
pledges, a matter that could 
destroy efforts to imple- 
ment peace and stability in 
the region.” the official 
UAE news agency WAM 
reported. 

Tlte talks also covered 
bilateral tics and UAE aid 
to rhe Palestinian self-rule 
areas, where Sheikh Zayed 
is financing a housing pro- 
ject. 

“President Arafat also 
congratulated Sheikh 
Zayed on the success of his 
neck surgery and on the 
25th anniversary of the 
establishment of the 
UAE,” Palestinian Ambas- 
sador Khaled Malak said. 

A Palestinian official in 
Cairo said Mr. Arafat would 
visit the Egyptian capital on 
Sunday for talks with Pres- 
ident Hosni Mubarak on the 


stalled Middle East peace 
process. 

Zuhdi Al Qidra, the Pales- 
tinian ambassador to Cairo, 
said in a statement that Mr. 
Arafat would brief Mr. 
Mubarak on the failure of 
Palestinian-Israeli negotia- 
tions to reach agreement on 
Israel’s pullout from 
Hebron. 

A spokesman at Mr. 
Qidra's office said it was 
not clear if Mr. Arafat 
would attend an Arab 
League emergency meeting 
to be held in Cairo on Sun- 
day to discuss Israel’s 
expansion of Jewish settle- 
ments on occupied Arab 
land. 

"No practical and tangi- 
ble progress is being made 
on the ground because of 
the rejection by the Israeli 
side to implement what has 
been agreed,” Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Mr. Arafat said the Israeli 
negotiating team in talks on 
the redeployment of Israeli 
troops “wanted to change a 
number of key articles in 
the Hebron accord, which is 
what the Palestinian side 
rejects." 



Delegates from Arab and European parliaments attend the Euro- Arab Parliamentary 
Dialogue that opened in Amman on Saturday (Petra photo) 

Euro- Arab Parliamentary Dialogue 
seeks to boost EU role in Mideast, 
enhance European- Arab relations 


By Farida Salfiti 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Achieving 
greater cooperation 

between Europe and the 
Arab World is the objective 
of the Euro- Arab Parlia- 
mentarian Dialogue which 
opened its two-day session 
in Amman on Saturday 
under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan. The main 
points of discussion are 
ways in which Euro-Arab 
cooperation could address 
reactivating the Middle 
East peace process with 
greater European involve- 
ment, lifting the sanctions 
imposed on Arab countries, 
and combating terrorism. 
Emphasis was also placed 
on greater economic and 
cultural cooperation 

between Europe and the 
Arab world. 

Crown Prince Hassan 
expressed his concern in 
regards to Euro-Arab rela- 
tions, suggesting that 
Europe was more con- 
cerned with East Asia than 
with the region, as the 
Middle East was not pre- 
sent in the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) summit last 
week. "We felt sadness that 
at the ASEAN summit we 
weren't present,” he said. 

The Regent criticised 
Europe for its ill-coordinat- 
ed policy towards the Mid- 
dle Ease, and for those who 
regard the region merely as 
a market for arms in 
exchange for cheap oil. 
Governments need to 
search in earnest for peace, 
and not merely pursue their 
own individual agendas, he 
said. 

Euro-Arab dialogue 


needs to develop a dis- 
course that removes some 
of the contradictions that 
exist, he added. 

“Only once these contra- 
dictions are addressed, will 
an agenda for the Middle 
East that looks less worri- 
some than it did at the end 
of the 19th century be pos- 
sible.” he said. 

He stressed the need to 
address the humanitarian 
aspect of the region. "My 
hope is that the New World 
Order could be made the 
new world humanitarian 
order with full participation 
of civic society,” he said. 

He welcomed the agree- 
ment to allow Iraq ro sell 
oil to buy food and medi- 
cine but warned that the 
limited alleviation of the 
suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple should not provide a 
reason to continue pursuing 
a hardline policy against 
Iraq. 

Sir Robert Hicks, co- 
chairman of the Parliamen- 
tary Association for Euro- 
Arab Cooperation, spoke of 
the possibility of blocking 
ratification of agreements 
signed between the Euro- 
pean Union (EU) and Israel 
under the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean agreements. He 
suggested that the imple- 
mentation of these agree- 
ments be finked to progress 
on the peace front. 

During the executive 
meeting of the Association 
of European Parliamentari- 
ans held on Friday evening. 
14 delegates form Euro- 
pean national assemblies 
took the decision to lobby 
for the postponement of rat- ■ 
ification of the Euro- 
Mediterranean agreement 
between Europe and Israel. 
This would send a si anal to 


Israel that they are unhappy 
with Israel’s current poli- 
cies towards the peace 
process. 

Sir Robert also said 
European parliamentarians 
could exert influence with- 
in their narionai parlia- 
ments for greater European 
involvement in the peace 
process. 

Attending the conference 
are representatives of Euro- 
pean and Arab parliaments. 
Oman and Kuwait apolo- 
gised for not being able to 
participate. The Parlia- 
mentarv Association for 
Euro-Arab Cooperation, 
which otganised the dia- 
logue, was established in 
1974 by two European par- 
liamentarians to improve 
and strengthen Euro- Arab 
relations and to work 
towards achieving a com- 
prehensive and just peace 
in the Middle East. The 
association has four stated 
objectives: developing 

political relations between 
Europe and the Arab World; 
cooperation to find a solu- 
tion to the Palestinian ques- 
tion; developing closer 
cooperation in the transfer 
of technology and econom- 
ic relations; and working 
towards gaining a greater 
understanding of each 
other. 

Among its activities, it 
regularly organises Euro- 
Arab parliamentarian dia- 
logues. The Amman meet- 
ing is the first session in 
eight years that was held in 
an Arab countiy. The last 
Euro- Arab Parliamentarian 
dialogue rook place in Paris 
in April 1994. 

Although Europe hosted 
the Madrid peace confer. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Government cuts fodder price by JD16 
per tonne to reflect world market prices 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti on Saturday visit- 
ed the Ministry of Supply 
and later announced a 
decrease in the price of 
maize to JD 148 a tonne, 
down from JD 164, to bene- 
fit farmers and livestock 
breeders who use maize as 
fodder. 

‘The decision was taken 
in view of a decline in the 
price of fodder in the inter- 
national market and in fine 
with the government's 
commitments made ro Par- 
liament to reduce prices of 
commodities in conformity 
with the world prices." said 
the prime minister in a 
statement to the press after 
the visit. 

The prime minister, 
whose visit to the Ministry 
of Supply was the second 
this month, said that the 
government was going 
ahead with plans to priva- 


tise public organisations 
with a view to giving incen- 
tives to the private sector to 
assume its role in import- 
ing animal feed and selling 
it on the local market with- 
out any competition from 
the Ministry of Supply. 

\ "If the private sector rises 
to the occasion and suc- 
ceeds in assuming its role 
in this connection, the Min- 
istry of Supply will stop 
importing these commodi- 
ties altogether but the pri- 
vate sector has to shoulder 
its responsibility and secure 
sufficient quantities for the 
country's needs on a regu- 
lar basis” Mr. Kabariti 
said. 

He said the government 
had given the green light to 
the private sector to import 
any amounts of rice, sugar 
and wheat to meet the local 
demand. These commodi- 
ties had been the sole 
monopoly of the Ministry 


of Supply. 

Minister of Supply Munir 
Sobar briefed Mr. Kabariti 
on the general supply situa- 
tion in Jordan noting that 
supplies were sufficient and 
were sold at stable prices. 

Mr. Sobar also briefed the 
prime minister on the Min- 
istry of Supply's arrange- 
ments for the distribution of 
food coupons to citizens for 
subsidised sugar, dried milk 
and rice next year. 

Mr. Sobar said the 
coupons were being distrib- 
uted with the help of the 
Ministry of Education’s 
schools as an easier proce- 
dure than the former system 
of distribution through min- 
istry's centres. 

Mr. Kabariti, who 
expressed satisfaction with 
the ministry's plans, also 
heard another briefing on 
the general prices of basic 
commodities in rhe world 
market. 
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King Fahd, Perry discuss 


security of U.S. contingent 


RIYADH (R) — U.S. 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry held .talks on Satur- 
day with Saudi Arabia’s 
King Fahd on the protec- 
tion of American service- 
men in the kingdom where 
two attacks have killed 24 
U.S. troops in the past 
year. 

“They met for about 
forty minutes. Die focus of 
the discussion was force 
protection measures.” a 
senior defence official told 
reporters travelling with 
Mr. Perry . 

Taking part in the discus- 
sion was U.S. Army Gen- 
eral Binford Peay. com- 
mander of the U.S. Mili- 
tary' Central Command. 

The official said the king 
and the . secretary' noted 
during the meeting, which 
began at about 2.00 a.m. 
local time at the king's 
palace, that a joint U.S.- 
Saudi investigation on the 
second bombing in June 
that killed 19 Americans 
"reached no conclusion yet 
and was still continuing”. 

Mr. Perry' later visited 
Eskan village, about i30 
kilometres) south east of 
Riyadh, where more than 
l .000 U.S. troops were 
moved after the attack. 

■‘We uprooted a lot of 
you. we did it to protect 
you.” Mr. Perry' told the 
troops at the secure facili- 
ty. “you can feel quite safe 
I believe." 

Eskan village, originally 
built by the Saudis for 


bedouins, has about 800 
air conditioned villas sur- 
rounded by a three metre 
high wall topped by 
barbed wire and a 90- 
metre “exclusion zone" 
between the highway and 
outer perimeter. 

Three checkpoints 
guarded by soldiers with 
automatic weapons and 
guard dogs control access. 
" The Saudi government 
executed four Saudis after 
the first bombing attack. 
Saudi authorities and the 
U.S. Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBD were 
cooperating in investigat- 
ing the rwo bombings. 

The second bombing 
attack killed 19 Americans 
and unconfirmed reports 
says the Saudis have 
arrested as many as 40 
peoples in connection with 
the investigations. 

U.S. officials earlier 
expressed their dissatisfac- 
tion with Saudi Arabia's 
cooperation with the FBI. 
But the FBI said this week 
it was now satisfied. 

“The secretaiy and the 
king had a veir good 
meeting in the wee hours 
of the morning as is nor- 
mal. The king was very 
active and engaged. He 
obviously had prepared 
himself for the discus- 
sion.” the senior U.S. offi- 
cial said. 

He said the king “reaf- ■ 
firmed the kingdom's 
commitment to do all it 
could to help assist in the 


relocation and to ensure 
that American forces are 
secure and comfortable.” 

Since an attack in Riyadh 
in November of last year 
that killed five U.S. troops, 
and another in Dharan on 
June 25 that killed 19 
Americans, the U.S. mil- 
tary has moved 4.1)00 air- 
force personnel to a 
remote prince sultan air- 
base in the desert 100 kilo- 
metres southeast of the 
Saudi capital. 

Another 1.000 U.S. mili- 
tary personnel involved in 
security and cooperating in 
the investigations were 
moved to Eskan. 

Nearly 100 U.S. F-I5 
and other attack and fight- 
er jets were moved to Sul- 
tan airbase at A1 Khaij in 
the past two months. 

“They also reviewed the 
security situation in the 
region, including Iran and 
Iraq.” said the official. 

Some 200 U.S., British 
and French warplanes 
based in Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait continue to fly 
missions over Iraq to 
enforce a warning to Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein 
against again attacking 
Kuwait or Shi'ite Muslims 
in southern Iraq. 

Mr. Perry announced in 
Kuwait earlier that eight 
radar-avoiding F-117A 
Stealth fighter bombers 
would remain in Kuwait to 
challenge any threats from 
Iraq and Iran. 


Iran concludes ’successful' 
military exercises in Gulf 


TEHRAN! AFP) — Iran's 
military' forces have con- 
cluded “successful” 
manoeuvres in the Gulf 
and Oman sea. the official 
TRNA news agency 

announced Saturday. • 


The last- phase of the 

.*r*» c"* ‘ iv 


manoeuvres: code-named 
"Victory' 7.” involved the 
firing of surface-to-sur- 
face and surface-to-air 
missiles on Thursday 
whose speed and range 
have been improved by 
Iranian technicians, the 
new's agency said. 

Some 1 0,000 serv ice- 
men. 40 aircraft and 100 
warships took part in the 
10-day military exercises. 
Iran’s largest ever. IRNA 
said. 

According to the Iranian 
authorities, the aim of the 
manoeuvres was to rein- 
force coordination 

between the regular army, 
navy and units of the elite 
revolutionary guards. 

State television reported 
i hursday that a helicopter 
had crashed during the 
manoeuvres. It said the 
accident was caused by 
technical problems, but 


gave no indication of 
casualties or when the 
helicopter crashed. 

During the manoeuvers. 
Iranian tested indigenous 
rocket launchers named 
“Thunder” and equipped 
with the “most advanced 
mechanical and electronic 
systems.” 

Iranian jets, destroyers, 
gunboats and marines also 
faunched a 14-hour dusk 
to dawn attack to retake an 
island from a mock 
enemy. 

The operation covered 
an area of 2.000 square 
kilometres around the 
islands of Ghesm and 
Hengam, which are close 
to the three strategic 
islands claimed by both 
Tehran and the United 
Arab Emirates tUAE). 

Iran presently controls 
Abu Musa. Greater Tunb 
and Lesser Tunb and has 
vowed to go to war to 
keep them. 

Iran became the only 
country' in the Gulf that 
possesses submarie.s after 
it acquired three Kilo- 
class subs from Russia. 


Saddam aide 
to be treated 
in France 


AMMAN (J.T) — A close 
aide to Iraqi President Sad- 
dam. Hussein is due in Paris 
on Monday to be treated 
for a blood, clot on the 
brain, officials here said 
Saturday. 

Colonel Roukan Razzou- 
ki Abdel Ghafour Al Majid. 
40. President Saddam's 
aide de camp, has been 
treated in a hospital in 
Amman for the past two 
days, added the officials, 
quoted by the Agence 
France Presse. 

Col. Majid belongs to the 
powerful Al Majid family 
which, according to Iraqi 
officials, carried out the 
assassination of two of 
President Saddam's sons- 
in-law when they returned 
home in February after 
defecting to Jordan in 
August 1995. 

Many Iraqi officials have 
undergone medical treat- 
ment in Amman mainly 
because of rhe crippled 
health services in Iraq 
because of the international 
sanctions on that countrv. 



DEMAND FOR PRISONER RELEASE: Families and friends of prisoners hold signs 
calling for the immediate release of the detainees in Israeli prisons during a sit-in in 
Arab East Jerusalem on Saturday. Palestinians demonstrated in West Bank cities for the 
release of some 4,000 prisoners from Israeli detention who were due to have been freed 
under the terms of the Israeli-Palestine Liberation Organisation peace deals (Reuters 
photo) 


U.N. marks ‘International Day 
of Solidarity’ with Palestinians 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— The United Nations 
marked the “International 
Day of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People" on Fri- 
day with declarations of 
support for peace and thin- 
ly veiled attacks on Israel's 
policies in the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

U.N. General Assembly 
President Razali Ismail of 
Malaysia said the peace 
process was at risk because 
of a “wafer-thin majority 
that seeks to build a 
‘secure’ future on the foun- 
dations of military superi- 
ority and the antagonisms 
of the past.” 

He did not explicitly 
mention the Israeli govern- 
ment. but appeared to be 
referring to the policies of 
Israeli “ Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Razali’ said the viabil- 
ity of a Palestinian home- 
land “is now progressively 


being diminished by poli- 
cies of continued closure, 
repression and restricted 
movement that denies the 
rights of the Palestinian 
people.” 

“Meanwhile, the human 
rights situation in the occu- 
pied territories continues to 
deteriorate.” he said. 

“Palestinians are being 

intimidated and physically 
abused. The expansion of 
illegal settlements, the 
delay in the redeployment 
of troops from the West 
Bank city of Hebron and 
the decision to open an 
entrance to a tunnel in the 
vicinity of East Jerusalem 
have led to an escalation of 
violence.” 

Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali paid tribute 
to Israeli and Palestinian 
leaders for their efforts on 
behalf of peace. 

“But the proposed con- 
struction of new settle- 


ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza pose a serious threat 
to the continuation of the 
peace process," Mr. Ghali 
said. “I hope that progress 
can also be made in the 
Israeli-Syrian and Israeli- 
Lebanese tracks of the Mid- 
dle East peace process.” 

He said moving the head- 
quarters recently of the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, which 
assists Palestinians, from 
Vienna to Gaza will enable 
the United Nations to play a 
more effective role in 
development projects. 

“However. enormous 
challenges remain, and 
some of our efforts have 
suffered setbacks during 
the year in light of the dete- 
riorating conditions on the 
ground,” he added. 

Mr. Ghali called on donor 
countries to increase their 
contributions to the agency. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 



Turkish troops kill 57 rebels 


DIYARBAKIR I AP) — The army killed 57 Kurdish 
rebels in intensified operations along the Turkish-lraqi 
border and in other clashes in southeastern Turkey, it 
was announced on Saturday. One soldier, who stepped 
on a mine, was killed, the regional governor s office 
based in this southeastern city said. The dispatch did not 
say when exactly the operations took place, but said 47 
rebels trying to infiltrate into Turkey from northern 
Iraq were killed in Hakkari province, bordering Iraq. 
The Kurdish guerrillas, fighting for autonomy in 
Turkey's southeast since 1984. stage hit-and-ron attacks 
from their bases in northern Iraq. The rest of the rebel 
casualties occurred in the provinces of Bingol, Simak 
and Siirt. More than 210,000 people have lost their lives 
in the conflict since 1984. 
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Turkish opposition party sponsors protests 


ISTANBUL (AP) — Tens of thousands of people 
demonstrated in a downtown square Saturday over alle- 
gations of mafia-linked corruption. Opposition parties 
have blamed the Islamic-led government for allowing 
organised crime to sneak into its ranks and into the secu- 
rity forces. Alleged state-mafia ties came to light early 
this month when a fugitive ultranationalist connected to 
the Turkish mafia, and a police chief were killed in a 
traffic accident. They were riding in the same car. 


Wall collapse kills 3 in Mecca 


JEDDAH ( AP) — A wall collapsed at a construction site 
in Mecca, killing three Egyptian workers and injuring 
three others, the Arab News reported Saturday. The site 
was in in the Harat Al Bab district near the Grand 
Mosque. Islam's holiest site. The accident occurred Fri- 
day. On Wednesday, two old buildings collapsed in the 
Red Sea port city of Jeddah, killing one Yemeni man 
and injuring three Somalis, including a two-month old 
boy. The buildings apparently toppled after unusually 
heavy rains recently that weakened the roofs and walls, 
the newspaper said. 


Bosnian premier in Kuwait seeking funds 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Bosnian Prime Minister 
Hasan Muratovic began a two-day visit here on Satur- 
day to try to drum up financial support for the recon- 
struction of his war-tom country, the official Kuwaiti 
news agency said. Mr. Muratovic met Kuwaiti Emir 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah. Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah Al Sabah and 
other ministers, KUNA said. In an interview with 
KUNA on Thursday. Mr. Muratovic said his discussions 
in Kuwait and other Gulf states were aimed at boosting 
political and financial support for Bosnia's reconstruc- 
tion programme. The state-owned Kuwait Fund for 
Arab Economic Development, which provides soft 
loans and grants inside and outside the Arab World, 
signed a memorandum in July to help finance a range of 
infrastructure repair projects in Bosnia. 
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Egyptian ambassador to Israel denies ties are worsening 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Egypt’s ambassador to 
Israel said Saturday that relations between the 
two countries were “normal” and have not dete- 
riorated. 

“There is no deterioration, bilateral relations 
are normal.” Mohammad Bassiouny told Israeli 
radio. 

“This does not mean Egypt has to approve all 
the decisions of the Israeli government, just as 
Israel does not have to accept ail of our 
demands," the Egyptian diplomat said. 

Asked about repons of his possible recall to 
Egypt. Mr. Bassiouny said: “1 don't know any- 
thing about that It's up to the government to 
make such a decision and 1 haven't heard any- 
thing officially." 

The Egyptian envoy called on the government 
of Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu 
to implement all of the agreements reached with 
the Palestinians. 

"We urge the Israeli government to start imple- 
menting the Oslo accords on Hebron, but also 
the extension of autonomy on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, and the opening of u free passage 
between the two regions." he said. 

Cairo has been increasingly critical of Mr. 
Netanyahu since he took power in June, but the 


ambassador said: “We have absolutely nothing 
against Mr. Netanyahu. We just want to encour- 
age him to apply the agreements.” 

Mr. Bassiouny denied that Egypt was seeking 
to persuade other Arab countries not to normalise 
relations with Israel, “we have diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel." he said. “How could we con- 
vince other Arab countries not to do the same?” 
He recalled that Egypt was a member of the 
Arab League and bound to abide by its decisions. 

Asked about Israeli-Syrian relations, the 
ambassador called for an end to the “verbal esca- 
lation" between the two countries and criticised 
statements made by Israeli leaders. 

The envoy also said that Egyptian military 
manoeuvres in September were not of an aggres- 
sive nature. “The Israeli army also trains from 
time to time. To have a strong peace you need a 
strong army. That's our strategy,” he said. 


Anger over pyramids comment 


Egypt's culture minister has attacked Mr. 
Netanyahu for claiming that the Giza Pyramids 
were built by Jews and not the ancient Egyp- 
tians. 

"We will not stand by and do nothing about 


these allegations. wflfiCh show an ignorance of 
history," Culture Minister Farouk Husni was 
quoted as saying in Saturday's editions of Al 
Wafd newspaper. 

. The paper did not give any details about Mr. 
Netanyahu's claims or when he made tfifem. 

Mr. Hosni said, however, that Mr. Netanyahu 
was not the first to make such allegations, recall- ~~ 
ing comments which sparked Egyptian outrage 
in the 1970s by the then Israeli prime minister, 
Menachem Begin, who said during a visit to the 
pyramids that they were the' work'of Jews. 

"(Netanyahu) should have referred to historical 
works to know that the Jews arrived for the first 
time in Egypt (after the construction of the pyra- A 
mids)," Mr. Hosni said. The three Giza Pyramids 
were built between 2700 and 2190 B.C. as royal 
tombs. According to the Bible. Jewish slaves 
took part in their construction before leaving 
Egypt with Moses. 

"The temples and tombs were sacred to the 
pharoahs. and that is why they did not allow non- 
Egyptians to approach them or to take part in 
their construction," Mr. Hosni said. "Jews did 
work in Egypt as stonemasons, which could be 
the origin of these allegations," he added. 
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.IORDAN TELEVISION 

717. ~i///-/y 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PROGRAMME TWO 


14:05. 

Ftevels American Tails 

14:30 

You Bet Your Life 

15:00 


15-JO 

Week-Ends Speriaux 

16:00 

Doc. — World Echo 

16:30 ..The Famous Five 1 Drama ) 

17:00 


17:02 

Div. — Our World. Their 

World 


17:15 

Search and Rescue 

18:1)0 . 

...Magazine — Faut Pas Rever 

19:00 


19:15 

Macazinc — Sports Et 

Mtisique 

19 JO . 

News Headlines 

19J5. 

Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 

70:00 


20:30 

... .The Album 

Show 


21:10. 

...Doc. — Hold Up the Sun 

22:00. 


22:25 . 

Drama — Cover 

■>3:15 . 

Miami Vice 

23 J9. 


PR.WT.R TIMES 

04:51.. 


06:12. 


U:24.. 


14:14.. 


16-J6.. 


17J7., 



632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annuni cation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 

Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 82432S. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Dav Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. SI 1295 

English-Speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Min/Max. temp. 

Amman. 09/19 

Aqaba. - 14/28 

Deserts 07/21 

Jordan Valley 14/28 


Yesterday's high tempcraiures: 
Amman 21. Aqaba 29 Humidity 
readings: Amman 31 per cent. 
Aqab j 27 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sweifieh. Tel. SI 0740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart - 
merit of Meteorology 
Skies will be cloudy to paniv 
cloudy with a chance For scattered 
showers and winds southeasterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, moderate 
weather conditions will prevail, 
winds northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Bassam Karadsheh 759200 

Dr. Ramzi Mazzawi 894788 

Dr. XhaJid Abdo .657129 

Dr. Salman Daboubi 77675 1 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ....778)36 

Al Asema pharmacy -637055 

Naimukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. MazenAbuBakr 276852 

Al Quds pharmacy I — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Riyadh Al Ya'coub ..543368 
Khulifeh pharmacy 985417 


Civil Defence immediate Rescue 

- 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency. 190 

Revue RtClV— 192. 621 Ml. 637777 

Fire Brigade.- 617101 

Blood Bank ...77512 J 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police..— 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints —.605800 

Price Complaints 66 i 176 

Waer& Sewero? Caipbre -JW 7467 
Amman Municipality* Complaints 

.'..-....7871 II 

Telephone Information I directory 

assistance) !2l 

Overseas Calls ,010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Tci. Repairs,. 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774 1 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co. 636381 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inil. Airport US-53200 


HOSPITALS 


Al-Muashcr Hospital ....667227/9 
Tile Islamic. Abdali —.666126/37 

At-AhJi. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. A l-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al -Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

- (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


other flights can Iv supplied on 
phone OS (52700) 


09-JO Aqaba IRW) 

18:55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


ARRIVALS 


DEPARTURES 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 63711 1 

Civil Defence Deportment — (61 1 1 1 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre — 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 

Akileh Maternity 642441/2 

Jabal .Amman Maternity ...642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 60707 1 

Shmeisani Hospital 6691 31 

University Hospital 

845845 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This * iuftmiunirm is supplied In' 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department . at the Queen Alia 
Intenuainnid Aiqnm Tel. 
iORl53200-5. where it should 
always he verified. Infonruaiati on 


07:45. 

08:15 


08:35 , 


08:45. 


08 JO. 


09:15. Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

0Jh50 Dubai. Abu Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

13:05 ....Kuala Lumpur (add) (RJ) 
16:45 New York. Amsterdam iRJ) 

17:05 Brussels. Paris (RJ i 

!7:45 -...Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

18:10. 


19:10 . 
19:30. 


19:50 


20:00., 
20 JO. 


00:40 .. 


03:00 . 


Other Flights 

06:20.. 


12:40 .. 



15J0 .. 



20:30 . 


23:10. 


23:50. 
01:25 . 

..Amsterdam. Beirut (KJ.) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

Beirut (RJ) 

®9 : 15 Frankfurt (RJ) 

11:00 .Tunis I RJ) 

.Rome IRJ) 

11:30 Amsterdam. New York t RJ ) 

ft : ^5 Vienna (RJ 1 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:20 Athens (RJ) 

!5:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

17:20 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

20:00 Abu Dhabi. Jakarta (add ) 
(RJ) 

20:10 Cairo (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

- Damascus (RJ) 

21:00 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

21:00 New Delhi tRJi 

22:00 Damascus f RJ ) 

22:00 - -Jeddah (RJ) 

22:10 Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 

- Bangkok (RJi 

—.Sanaa (RJj 


Royal Wing (RW) Flights 
09:50 Aqaba (RW) (departing 
from Marka Airport 1 

Aqaba (RW) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep. Amman — &00 am. every Marefcty 
Air. Damascus — 5 CO pm every Monday 

Dep.Damasa* 7i30aju every Sunday 

Arc Amman 505 pm eveiy Smday 


Koyal Wings (RVV) Flight* 


Other Flights 

00:20 London (KJ) 

07:00 Beirut (ME) 

07:13 .TclAviv(LY) 

07:35 ....Damascus. London (BAJ 

S? --.-Doha (GF) 

Moscow (SU) 

21:25 -.Cairo (MS; 


Upper/lower price in fils per kg- 

Apple 

-...700/500 



Banana (imported)... 

......800/500 

Cabbage - 

SO/40 

Carrot 

-280/150 


1 fin/1 40 

Cucumber (large) ..... 

- 120/70 

Cucumber (small) .... 

...-.180/150 

Eggplant. 

120/60 

Garlic 

.....750/550 

Grapes .. 

-un /300 

Lemon 

380/700 

Marrow rinrmA iift/inn 

Marrow (small) 

180/150 

Onion (green) _... 

—220/120 

Onion (dry) 

IS0«0 

Orange 

—550/400 

Pear 

—650/500 

Pepper thoi) .... 

250/180 

Pepper (sweet) 

....200/120 

Potato 

310/180 

Spinach 

—.180/100 

String Bean 

400/300 

Tomato 

... 180/140 

■ — 


V 



> ■ • 



Home News 


Jordan Times, Sunday, December 1, 1996 
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PRIME MINISTER 
RECEIVES EURO- 
PEAN MINISTER OF 
COOPERATION: Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti Saturday 

received the European 
Minister of Cooperation 
and Finnish Minister of 
Trade Ole Non-back along 
with Jordanian Minister of 
Trade and Industry Ali 
Abul Ragheb. Mr. Kabari- 
d and Mr. Norrback 
reviewed Jordanian- 
Finrosh relations in ail 
fields, the Jordanian- 
European partnership and 
issues of common concern. 
They also discussed hin- 
drances to the Middle East 
peace process and the need 
to urge Israel to abide by 
its agreements with the 
Palestinians (Petra photo) 



1 


1 a L c °n^iniu,,r 
■ r , keri -ndn. 

1 S ^Urdav. 

^ 1 near fr i, 
•^em 
coliap^;. 

* 0ne Yemtu' 
e a tM'f'-irdflr- 

led after 1%, 
ne roof«.^,' 

-eking fuod, 

w Prime \j,r 
i^i> here ob v. 
pon for ihe^ 
official Kb 
met Kiiwaii; 
Crown Pm* 
Jllali Al Sahr. 
-in internet 

^id his Jikcs- ^ 

: aimed at h*‘ 
osnia’s ren*- 
Kuwait F\&. 
ich pro\ii 
? the Arab V._ 

) finance a a 
ia. 


senu^ 

;*u an igiwiL 
Famuk Huse 
lav's edition' : 


Suspect in children’s murder 
retracts confession 


By Rana Husseini 

Special hi ilu Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Mazen Hani Masri, 34. 
who, in September, confessed to 
killing his two children, Saturday 
entered a plea of not guilty to all 
charges, claiming that his statements 
were fabricated. 

•'All confessions (in front of the 
criminal prosecution) were a fantasy 
of my own mind, and I will state my 
reasons for these false statements 
later on,” he told a packed court room. 

Mr. Masri. is standing trial at the 
Criminal Court on charges of poison- 
ing his children. Hanin, eight, and 
Hani, six. in their Abu Ondzah Hous- 
ing Complex aparrment in Shmeisani 
on Sept. 1 J . 

He faces two counts of premeditated 
murder and three counts of attempted 
murder by Criminal Court prosecu- 
tion. 

Mr. Masri. appeared pale and tense 
behind the bars of his confinement 
cage in the high-security counroom. 

As the court clerk enumerated 
details of his children’s death, taken 
from the prosecution choree sheet.’ the 
defends iu'>reye.s filled wTtfl fears. - • 
Defence ‘Attorney Ahmad Najdwai 
subsequent] v asked the-court to place 
Mr. Masri under medical observation 
to determine whether his client was 
mentally fit to stand trial. 

However, the court tribunal, 
presided over by Judges Abdul Ruh- 
man Tawfiq. Ismael Hraouz and 
Mifleh Moubeidin, rejected Mr. N3j- 
dawi’s request, maintaining their con- 
viction that the defendant was mental- 
ly stable. 

“Mr. Masri... was perfectly capable 
of comprehending charges against 


him and answered our questions 
( comprehensibly}.” Judge Tawfiq stat- 
ed in explanation of the stipulared 
refusal. 

Following the conclusion of the 30- 
minutc session. Mr. Masri asked the 
court’s permission to avow his wife’s 
innocence in terms of any media accu- 
sation published against her following 
his confession. 

“I assure everyone that my wife is 
faithful, devoted, and loyal, and that 
all accusations either voiced or pub- 
lished are false.” Mr. Masri told die 
court. 

Mr. Masri was referring to rumours 
which surfaced following his arrest 
and confession on SepL 25. suggest- 
ing that he was not the biological 
father of Hanin and Hani and nor was 
he even able to father progeny and 
gave this as a possible motive for the 
children's death. 

Criminal Court Prosecdtor Abdil 
Aziz Rawashdeh. in a recent interview 
with the Jordan Times, also dismissed 
these rumours, staling that medical 
tests established that Mr. Masri was. 
indeed, capable of procreation. 

According to the prosecution charge 
sheet* Mr. Masri- began to evidence/ 
familiar difficulties three months after 
his I9S7 marriage. 

He told investigators that he faced 
financial constraints as well, subse- 
quent to the birth of his second child, 
Hani. 

According to the charge sheet, in his 
confession, the defendant blamed his 
wife for financial difficulties, claim- 
ing that she was "extravagant and 
refused to help him in his business” 
which he had established in 1991. 

The prosecution cited “jealousy” as 
a farther motive for the children’s 


murder. 

This, they explained, stemmed from 
his spouse's reportedly paying more 
attention to his children than to him 
and the children’s alleged preference 
for their mother. 

“Mr. Masri decided to gel rid of his 
children in order to live alone with his 
wife.” the prosecution charged. 

The two children were found col- 
lapsed in their apartment by their 
mother, Hiain Hamoudeh, upon her 
return home after giving her husband 
a ride to w ork in the early morning. 

Ms. Hamoudeh rushed her children 
to a nearby hospital where Hani was 
declared dead on arrival, while Hanin 
died shortly afterwards. 

Forensic experts detected cyanide 
and determined that this toxin was 
responsible for the children’s death. 

In his confession. Mr. Masri told 
investigators that he purchased the 
cyanide pills during a two- week busi- 
ness trip to Canada. 

He also stated that on the morning of 
Sept. 11. he gave his two children the 


'• Ain pills w'hioh iWoutinelv-adminis- 
teretT “ ’ 

A close friend of the family Satur- 
day told the Jordan Times that Ms. 
Hamoudeh, who originally filed the 
case against her husband, may drop 
charges. 

If these charges arc dropped and if 
Mr. Masri is convicted the verdict 
may be reduced by half. 

The court tribunal set. Dec. 4 to hear 
the testimony of pathologist Mo’ men 
Hadidi’s as well as other prosecution 
witnesses in the case. 


Future quality of Kingdom’s water 
supply questioned — professor 
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By Christina Schlegl 

Special w the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The quality of Jordan- 
ian water resources is degrading 
rapidly, Elias Salameh, Professor of 
Hydrology at the University of Jor- 
dan told the Jordan Times, presenting 
his recently published smdv^pn the 
same topic. 

^ The rapic Ldcgradation of the coun- 
try's water quality and the resultant 
impact on the environment, economy 
and future generations’ resource base 
are the subjects of Dr. Salameh ’s 
recent book, “Water Quality Degra- 
dation in Jordan.” published in coop- 
eration with the German non-govern- 
mental organisation (NGO) Friedrich 
Hbert Stiftung and the Royal Society 
for the Conservation of Nature. 

“The book”, according to Dr. 
Salameh, “discusses the degradation 
of Jordan’s water quality' as well as 
teonomic losses due to the degrada- 
tion of the same whether these losses 
are on a public or private level.” 

“It is not the water quantity, but its 
Worsening quality that will bring us 
to our knees,” the author stated in the 
book’s preface. 

This fact. Dr. Salameh said, is not 
Only due to active pollution by dil- 
ferent sources such as industrialisa- 
tion or irrigation projects, but is also 
a result of over-exploitation of 
aquifers leading to their salinisation. 

According to Dr. Salameh. an esti- 
niated 275 million cubic metres of 
ground water in Jordan are annually 
renewable, but the Kingdom is cur- 
pHly extracting more than 550 mil- 
lion cubic metres per annum, which 
roeans a shortage of at least 275 mil- 
lion cubic metres. 

"Hiis circumstance, he explained, 
ksds to the over-exploitation of 
aquifers and thus causes salinisation. 

Jordan’s drinking water quality, in 
general, the author said, is good but 
during interrupted pumping, leaking 


pipes allow substances to enter the 
system and contaminate water sup- 
ply facilities. 

One of the main alleviating mea- 
sures suggested ’ in the book is the 
reduction of -water used for irrigation 
in the Kingdom's highlands, where 
. the agricultural output, according to 
the author, does not justify the water 
usage. 

“If the water situation in the coun- 
try remains at its current level, we 
will very soon have salinised 
aquifers and polluted water which 
cannot be utilised lor anything,” Dr. 
Salameh admonished. 

The Jafr and Dhuleil area, he said, 
arc already facing such a problem. 
He cited an experience in the Azraq 
district, where aquifers were deplet- 
ed and the remaining sources were 
salinated. 

Steps currently being taken by the 
government to prevent this son of 
situation are: the prohibition of 
drilling new wells and the introduc- 
tion of a fee for industries which use 
ground water. 

Moreover, the Water Authority of 
Jordan ( WAJ ) is conducting a project 
to measure discharge stemming from 
different wells. 

As the use of water for irrigation 
purposes is still free of charge. Dr. 
Salameh suggested considering dras- 
tic steps such as curbing irrigation 
either directly or through high water 
prices to stop the misuse of irrigation 
water, staling that approximately 630 
to 650 million cubic metres of water 
are being used annually for this pur- 
pose. . 

This number, the author said, can 
be reduced without jeopardising the 
agricultural sector. 

'•Regional (agricultural) projects in 
the highlands, which mainly serve 
local communities with agricultural 
outputs, should remain as they are 
but the efficiency of water usage has 
to be improved.’' Dr. Salameh main- 


tained. 

As an example of greater efficiency 
in water usage, he cited the current 
project al AL al Bay l University, 
where treated wastewater in combi- 
nation with accumulated rainwater, is 
used for irrigation. 

The project began over two years 
ago and is. according to the author, a 
very' successful example of water 
pollution management efficiency. 

Water pollution prevention aims at 
the attainment of sustained use of 
water resources, satisfying the basic 
needs of the population for a clean, 
adequate water supply and the 
achievement of an environmentally 
healthy situation in all that concerns 
water extraction, use. treatment of 
waste water and its reuse. 

However, water degradation is not 
only a “health” problem but an eco- 
nomic one as well. 

The dilemma can be. economically 
approached by evaluating economic 
losses due to the degradation of 
writer resources or their complete 
loss; i.e., the cost incurred to reduce 
or eliminate degradation causes (for 
. example treating pollution at the 
source) or by calculating the cost of 
damages due to degradation of water 
resources (decreasing productivity of 
irrigation water due to increasi'.g 
water salinity). 

Summarising the conclusions of his 
book. Dr. Salameh slated ”if we con- 
tinue with the over-exploitation of 
aquifers and the pollution of national 
water resources our ground water 
will deplete and degrade, so that 
what remains will not be satisfactory 
to meet the Jordanian people’s 
requirements.” 

The situation, he concluded, is get- 
ting worse every year and a crisis sit- 
uation will arise if this degradation is 
intensified by a drought year.” 


Two subpoenaed for slander, 
inaccuracy in reporting 


By Rana Husseini 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — ’A former 
weekly tabloid editor and a 
reporter have been called io 
stand trial at Lhe Amman 
Court of First Instance in 
the next few weeks on 
charges of slander and inac- 
curacy in reporting. 

Usamah Ermemin, a 
reporter at the weekly 
tabloid Al Bilud, was Satur- 
day called for questioning 
by Prosecutor General 
Jamal Zougby's office after 
the Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery' Company (JPRCj 
filed a complaint regarding 
an article published in the 
Aug. 28. 1996 issue of Al 
Bilad. 


Khalid Kasassbeh, former 
editor of the weekly news- 
papei, failed to appear at 
Mr. Zougby's office as. 
according to sources, he 
migrated to the United 
Stales. 

Charges pressed against 
Messrs. Kasassbeh and 
Ermemin include lacking 
ubjectiviry and honesty in 
news reporting, publishing 
inaccuracies, slandering 
individuals and tarnishing 
the reputation and dignity 
of public employees and 
their offices. 

The news item in ques- 
tion. according to Mr. 
Zougby. was entitled “A 
mysterious disease is 
attacking JPRC employ- 
ees.” and which stated that 


thousands of JPRC employ- 
ees were living in terror fol- 
lowing the outbreak of a 
deadly disease which 

claimed the lives of three 
employee^. 

The article further 

charged that the environ- 
ment surrounding the com- 
pany was filled with a 
deadly nuclear radiation 
and responsible for these 
deaths as well as an addi- 
tional 46 employees who 
were also suffering from 
ihe “mysterious disease." 

The newspaper claimed 
that the company's admin- 
istration was preparing 
itself for a press conference 
to clarify the situation. 

According to Mr. Zougby, 
the defendant, Mr. 


Ermemin. was unable to 
provide any source or evi- 
dence to support his allega- 
tions in the publication. 

On the other hand. Mr. 
Zougby maintained, rhe 
JPRC presented the prose- 
cution with the proper doc- 
uments which indicated 
that the company's health 
depan mem possessed no 
records of employees in 
treatment for any disease 
related to their working 
environment. 

He said that the prosecu- 
tion has completed its 
investigations and the case 
w as transferred to the First 
Instance Court where a date 
will be set within few days 
to start trial procedures. 


German 

delegation 

discusses 

agricultural 

production 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Mustafa 
Shneikar Saturday thanked 
Germany for its continued 
assistance in financing and 
implementing the King- 
dom's development pro- 
grammes and further stated 
hopes that Bonn will main- 
tain its aid to Jordan espe- 
cially in the agricultural sec- 
tor. 

During a meeting with a 
visiting German delegation, 
led bv" Herbert Zahlmann, a 
senior official in the Federal 
German Ministry for Eco- 
nomic and Technical Coop- 
eration. Dr. Shneikat said 
4hat Jordan ‘hopes that Ger- 
many will help in its quest 
for an increased food pro- 
duction as well as the mod- 
ernisation of farming sys- 
tems and improved utilisa- 
tion of natural resources. 

Mr. Zahlmann, who heads 
for the West Bank Sunday, 
joined with Dr. Shneikat in 
a general appraisal of the 
progress and issues pertain- 
ing to German-Jordanian 
agriculture cooperation. 

Through the German 
Agency for Technical Coop- 
eration, the German govern- 
ment has provided the agri- 
cultural sector with more 
than $25 million worth of 
loans and grants as well as 
technical assistance. 

This assistance covers 
agricultural extension ser- 
vices, management of water 
resources, pest removal, 
agricultural engineer and 
veterinary' training and pro- 
vision of consultancy ser- 
vices. 

Mr. Zahlmann was 
received Thursday by HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. the 
Regent, and expressed his 
approval of Jordan’s success 
in implementing the eco- 
nomic reform programme. 


WHAT’S 
GOING ON 


FILM 

* 'Till Wc Meet Again" at 
the British Council at 7:00 
p.m. 

CHRISTMAS 

SHOW 

* “Special show and sale 
of Christmas crafts at the 
Jordan Crafts Centre 
(Alaydi), Jabal Amman. 
Second Circle (Tel. 

644555), until Dec. 31. 

EXHIBITIONS 

•Photography exhibition 
by Lily Bundok entitled 
“images of the Arab 
World” at the - Jordanian 
Construction Contractors 
Association, exhibition 
hall, Swcifieh, until 
December 1. 

•Works by Arab artists in 
Spain Zafer Adnan, Issam 
Ta’i, and Haken Sa’di at 
Orfali An Gallery, Urrini 
Ucheina, until Dec. 3. 


Activists regret increase 
in cigarette usa~e 


By Nadia Mukhlis 

Special to the Jordan Tuna 

.AMMAN — Ami-smoking 
activists are protesting 
against authorities, who. 
they claim, are not enforc- 
ing anti-smoking legisla- 
tion. 

According to the Presi- 
dent of the Jordanian Soci- 
ety for Smoking Preven- 
tion Mohammed Shraim. 
smoking is still not banned 
in public places in most 
developing countries and it 
is the children who suffer 
the most grievous conse- 
quences. 

Jordan was one of the 
first Aral countries to 
enact laws for public 
health protection against 
ill effects caused by smok- 
ing, Dr. Shraim said. 


adding that’ such legisla- 
tion was ratified in 1977 
and is still not sufficiently 
observed. 

Many countries are cur- 
rently fighting smoking by 
forbidding it in most pub- 
lic places and raising 
tobacco taxes. 

Thailand and Singapore 
are considered smoke-free 
zones with tines of up to 
S50 for those who smoke 
in public areas. 

In America and Western 
Europe, it is obligatory 
upon production of any 
cigarette pack that it 
include, on the cover, a 
regulatory-size warning 
written in bold letters. 

Dr. Shraim stated that 
while it is fairly easy to tell 
adults about the dangers of 
smoking, children are 
harder to convince, espe- 
cially when they see their 
parents, teachers and 
friends smoke. 

He said that his research 
has shown that most chil- 
dren start smokins from 


ages 9-12 due lo w hat he 
terms "unintentional 
encouragement” to partake 
in the habit. 

Despite years of anti- 
smoking warnings and 
campaigns, in the Arab 
world, the percentage of 
smokers is increasing by 
an annual 1-2 per 'cent 
while in the United States 
and Europe tobacco use is 
decreasing by the same 
percentage, a WHO study 
showed." 

The study said that peo- 
ple over 15 years of age in 
the Arab world increased 
their cigarette intake from 
an annual 1J50 to 1.400 
cigarettes in 1995. while in 
the West the amount 
decreased from 2.800 to 
2.400 cigarettes per person 
during the same time peri- 
od. 

Smoking is considered a 
primary’ addiction fol- 
lowed by heroin, crack ( a 
more potent fonm of 
cocaine, usually smoked) 
and cocaine, alcohol and 
tranquillisers, yet there is 
evidence that once one 
quits smoking, benefits 
are immedi;He and that 
those who manage to quit 
before developing serious 
complications avoid many 
mortal risks associated 
with tobacco use. 

Cigarette smoking is 
responsible for 35 per cent 
of all cancer cases and 
50^ of teenagers who 
commence smoking today 
can project an early mor- 
tality due. in great part, to 
their habit. 

A 1995 Jordanian study 
demonstrated that 28 per- 
cent of the population 
smokes, 48 per cent of 
whom are male and 10 per 
cent female, while in the 
United States and Western 
Europe the average of 


women who smoke has 
been shown to be slightly 
higher than that of men. 

Studies have indicated 
that the rationale behind 
the disparity, could be 
attributed to the linkage of 
smoking and slimness in 
the minds of many as 
young women embark on 
deadly diets of cigarettes 
in pursuit of unrealisable 
physical ideals. 

Although as of yet there 
is no evidence which sub- 
stantiates the theory that 
smoking has any direct 
role in weight reduction, 
smokers do tend to weigh 
less than non-smokers as 
nicotine suppresses the 
appetite mechanism and 
smoke inhalation increases 
metabolism. 

Studies suggest that the 
average weight gain upon 
smoking cessation is 3-6 
kilos, yet the health risks 
of continuing the habit is 
reportedly equal to health 
risks of gaining more than 
45 kilograms. 

Millions of dollars are 
spent on advertising in 
Europe and America to 
attract new recruits and 
certain studies have 
alleged that cigarette com- 
panies are responsible for 
the deaths of 1 00.000 cus- 
tomers each year. 

In Columbus’ voyage to 
what was then termed the 
New World, he saw Native 
Americans bum tobacco 
leaves and inhale the 
smoke and thus he brought 
leaves back with him to 
Europe from where it was 
introduced globally. 

Dr. Shraim stated that in 
Jordan, smoking costs the 
society an estimated annu- 
al JD 500 million, 76 per- 
cent of which must be cov- 
ered bv the government. 
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4 World News 


At least 26 reportedly killed 


on day of Algerian vote 


PARIS (R) — At least 26 
Algerians were killed in 
bomb attacks and in clashes 
between Islamic rebels and 
security forces during vot- 
ing for a new constitution 


Thursday, an Algerian 
newspaper reported Satur- 
day. 

AI Watan newspaper, usu- 
ally well informed on secu- 
rity matters, said the dead- 
liest attack was in the west- 
ern town of Relizane where 
a bomb killed at least 11 
voters and wounded more 
than 20. 

Newspaper reports contra- 
dicted official statements 
that voting had passed 
peacefully across the coun- 
try thanks to heavy deploy- 
ment of the security forces. 

Algeria's interior minister 
declared Friday that voting 


had been completely free of 
violence despite threats by 
Islamic militants to disrupt 
the referendum. 

One bomb exploded in a 
cafe shop in Baraki. a guer- 
rilla stronghold in Algiers, 
killing at least two people 
and wounding 20 others. 
Arab-language daily Al 
Khabar said. 

Ten Muslim rebels were 
shot dead in battle with 
security forces in the garri- 
son town of Blida. 50 kilo- 
metres south of Algiers, said 
Al Watan. 

Two other guerrillas were 
killed in Al Euma village, 
some 40 kilometres east of 
Algiers, in an encounter 
whh government forces, 
said Al Watan adding that a 
civilian was kilted in a rebel 
attack in the same town. 


Liberte newspaper said 
security forces defused sev- 
eral bombs in towns sur- 
rounding the Algerian capi- 
tal and in the coastal town 
of Tigzirt in the northeast- 
ern province of Tizi-Ouzou. 
90 kilometres east of 
Algiers. 

According to official fig- 
ures. S5.8 per cent of voters 
backed President Liamine 
Zeroual's proposed consti- 
tution which bans Islamic 
parties and strengthens the 
president's powers. 

Liberte blasted the gov- 
ernment for its failure to 
thwart the attacks on the 
voting day and it said such 
violence mocked the au- 
thorities' repeated claims 
that they had the upper hand 
in the struggle against the 
rebels. 


“How do you explain 
when the government said 
the ‘terrorism is residual,* a 
significant event like the 
fact that the referendum has 
been enamelled with at- 
tacks." asked Liberte. 

Liberte was referring to a 
statement by Prime Minister 
Ahmad Ouyahia who said 
recently the government 
forces had won the battle 
against Muslim rebels and 
guerrillas' “residual terror- 
ism" would be wiped out in 
the near future. 

More than 60,000 people 
have died in Algeria's vio- 
lence since 1992 when the 
authorities annulled a gen- 
eral election in which radi- 
cal Islamists had taken a 
huge lead. 


Tibetans, police scufflle outside 
Chinese embassy in New Delhi 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Some 100 Tibetans scuffled 
with police here Saturday as 
they tried to storm the 
Chinese embassy to protest 
against a visit by President 
Jiang Zemin, who spent the 
day admiring the Taj Mahal. 

A few Tibetans stoned the 
embassy’s huge white gates 
after surprising a police 
contingent guarding the 
mission in New Delhi's 
diplomatic district of Cha- 
nakyapuri on the third day 
of Jiang's trip to India. 

A few of the young pro- 
testors suffered bruises as 
policemen dragged away 
some 25 Tibetans in hur- 
riedly-summoned police 
vans. 

The sudden demonstra- 
tion started when a group of 
10 Tibetans boys and girls 
ran towards the embassy, 
diverting the attention of the 
police towards them. 

In the meantime, the other 
protestors who had reached 
the site in buses sprinted 
towards the Chinese em- 
bassy and tried to storm it, 
but were quickly overpow- 
ered by the police. 

“Jiang Zemin die, die." 
the protesters screamed and 
burned a Chinese flag as the 
police fought with the Ti- 
betans. some of whom 
threw stones at the embassy. 

The Tibetans then blocked 
traffic on a road through the 
Diplomatic Avenue, forcing 


the police to seek reinforce- 
ments. 

It was the third straight 
day of anti-Chinese protest 
by Tibetan exiles in the 
Indian capital. 

“We were nor expecting 
this. We had no informa- 
tion," a Chinese diplomat 
said from the barricaded 
embassy. 

Chinese securitymen were 
seen videotaping the pro- 
test. 

Police said the rally will 
not change Jiang's schedule 
which includes a reception 
at the Chinese embassy and 
a farewell meeting with 
Indian President Shankar 
Dayal Sharma. He leaves 
for Pakistan early Sunday. 

The Chinese president 
spent the day in the northern 
town of Agra where he 
described the Taj Mahal as a 
“treasure of the human 


race. 

Jiang spent an hour at the 
mausoleum built by Mo- 
ghul Emperor Shahjahan. 

“(It shows.) wisdom of the 
Indian people, a treasure of 
the human race." the Chi- 
nese leader wrote in the vis- 
itors" book at the Taj Mahal; 

“This is a real historical 
lesson for me.” he told 


reporters. 

Jiang, accompanied by 
Foreign Minister Qian Qi- 
chen and Indian officials, 
looked keenly interested as 
he went around the white- 


marble monument, accom- 
panied by an Indian guide. 

Jiang arrived in the north- 
ern town. 250 kilometres 
south of New Delhi, early 
Saturday. He visited the 
national museum after re- 
turning to the Indian capital. 

The police put a security 
ring around the Taj Mahal 
to prevenr possible protests 
by Tibetan exiles who have 
staged several demonstra- 
tions in I; dia to denounce 
Jiang's visit. 

India and China Friday 
signed a pact to cut troops 
and heavy armaments along 
their mutual border, agreed 
to freeze cross-border mili- 
tary flights and to avoid the 
use of force against each 
other. 

The border deal between 
China and India, who 
fought a brief border war in 
1962, was followed by an 
assurance from Beijing that 
it would not transfer nuclear 
weapons or technology to 
New Delhi's arch-rival 
Islamabad. 

China and India, which 
broke off relations for 14 
years following their 1962 
war. has also signed three 
other agreements. 

Two Tibetan organisations 
said the border pact signed 
in the presence of Jiang and 
Indian Prime Minister H.D. 
Deve Gowda, was not 
acceptable. 


U.S. abortion clinic killer 


apparently commits suicide 


BOSTON (R) — An anti- 
abortion crusader convicted 
last March of murdering 
two receptionists at wo- 
men's health clinics appar- 
ently committed suicide in 
his cell at a maximum secu- 
rity prison Friday, prison 
officials said. 

John Salvi. 24. who shot 
seven health care workers 
— including the two who 
died — in the Boston sub- 
urb of Brookline, was serv- 
ing a sentence of more than 
two life terms for the worst 
violence at abortion clinics 
in the nation. 

The warden of the Cedar 
Junction State Prison in 
Walpole said Salvi appar- 


ently pul a plastic garbage 
bag over his head and tied it 
with a shoelace sometime 
after 5 a.m. and before 6 
a.m. 1 1000 GMT to 1100 
GMT) Friday. 

Preliminary results of ihe 
autopsy were consistent with 
asphyxiation, according to 
warden Ronald Duval. 

Salvi 's lawyer J.W. 

Carney told reporters earlier 
Friday his client’s suicide 
“was not unexpected, given 
rhar he was a seriously ill 
young man suffering from 
mental illness that was not 
being treated and was not 
being medicated." 

Mn Carney claimed that 
Salvi had been beaten bv 


fellow prisoners. 

Salvi was found in his 
cell, one of 44 in the com- 
plex. shouly after 6 a.m. est 
(1100 GMT) and taken to a 
medical clinic where per- 
sonnel tried to revive him. 
said Nina Flaherty of the 
Norfolk County District 
Attorney's Office. 

He was officially pro- 
nounced dead at 6:55 a.m. 
(1155 GMT). Mr. Duval 
said Salvi had a visitor on 
Thanksgiving Day. but 
prison officials had not yet 
discussed the visit with that 
pennon, whom they did not 
identify. 

Mr. Carney said ihe visi- 
tor was a family member. 


Mother Teresa could face electric 


shock therapy after heart operation 


CALCUTTA (.AFP) — No- 
bel Peace laureate Mother 
Teresa was “doing fairly 
well" in hospital here 
Saturday, a day after a life- 
saving heart operation, but 
could still undergo electric 
shock therapy, a doctor said. 

A.K. Chatteijee. . part of 
the medical team at the 
B.M. Birla Heart Institute 
here, said efforts would be 
made to treat the 86-year- 
old Roman Catholic nun's 
irregular heartbeat as soon 
as possible. 

“We will try to do it with 
medication as the first 
option, then use slight elec- 
tric shocks if that doesn't 
work." he said. 

A medical bulletin said 
her health was “stabilising" 
after Friday’s angioplasty, a 


medical technique relying 
on a miniature balloon to 
clear blocked arteries. 

It added: “Mother Teresa 
is doing fairly well this 
rooming, but is still not out 
of danger." 

Dr. Chatterjee said: “She 
is conscious, alert, smiling 
and arguing with the med- 
ical staff. 

“I entered her room and 
she said 'I am ready to go 
home. I am absolutely fine." 

The Albanian-born mis- 
sionary, who has spent al- 
most 50 years working in 
the Calcutta slums and won 
the Nobel Peace Prize for 
her work in 1 979. was taken 
to Woodlands Hospital 
Friday following heart fail- 
ure. before being switched 
to the heart institute. 


Patricia Aubanel, an 
American cardiologist help- 
ing the medical team here, 
revealed Friday Mother Te- 
resa had had a heart attack 
and would have died with- 
out Friday's operation. 

Dr. Aubanel. who carried 
out identical heart opera- 
tions on Mother Teresa in 
1991 and 1993. said Friday: 
“If we had not intervened 
she would have died, 100 
per cent. I have treated 
Mother Teresa many times 
before and this w-as her 


worst crisis. 

She said Mother Teresa, 
who was persuaded to under- 
go the operation after being 
told by doctors it could allow 
her to return to her work, was 
recovering well but was not 
out of danger. 


Work starts 
on shutting 
down 
Chernobyl 
Reactor No.l 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Work 
began early Saturday to 
shut down reactor Number 
1 at the Chernobyl Power 
Station in Ukraine, site of 
the world's worst atomic 
accident a decade ago. 
Echo Moscow radio report- 
ed. 

Workers began removing 
fuel from the reactor at 
8:00 a.m. (0600 GMT) and 
were to close it down 
entirely at about 10:00 p.m. 
(2000 GMT), Chernobyl 
security head Stanislav 
Shekstello said. 

Ukrainian authorities 
have promised to close by 
2000 the whole Chernobyl 
plant where the Number 4 
reactor blew up and show- 
ered radioactivity ■ over 
much of Europe in April 
1986. 

Number I reactor, which 


western experts say is 
crumbling and has worn- 
out fuel tubes, is the first 
scheduled to shut down. 

According to schedule, 
only Number 3 reactor is 
scheduled to keep working 
up to 1 999. 

However. Friday, the 
state Committee for Ato- 
mic Energy announced that 
the station's Number 2 
reactor, which was shut 
down in 1991 after a fire, 
would be restarted in lute 
1997. 

Ukraine has signed a me- 
morandum of understand- 
ing with the Group of Se- 
ven industrialised countries 
on shutting down the Cher- 
nobyl plant, which is still 
considered a major men- 
ace. 


However Kiev regularly 
threatens to renege unless it 
receives more help from 
the International Commu- 
nity to compensate for the 
lost electric power and 
costs in carrying out the 
shutdown. 

The use of Number 2 
would enable Ukraine to 
finance maintenance work 
on Number I and on the 
Sarcophagus covering the 
remains of Number 4, 
Ukrainian officials said. 

The Sarcophagus, which 
seals off the meltcd-down 
remains of the disaster 
reactor, is said by experts 
to be leaking and far from 
sufficiently strong. 

An official in charge of 
the Sarcophagus, quoted by 
ITAR-TASS, said Friday 
that it was “a potential dan- 
ger." 

In September, Ukranian 
officials detected an “ab- 
normal" rise in the neutron 
level at the Sarcophagus. 
Although officials could 
not explain the phcm*nk> 
non. they said it was not 
nearly enough to spark a 
new explosion. 

Ukraine has even consid- 
ered a proposal to bur)’ the 
whole reactor rather than 
place a second Sarcopha- 
gus over the present one. 

~ But given Ukraine's ener- 
gy problems and the ap- 
proaching winter, officials 
were not even sure whether 
Number 1 would not be 
switched back on after 


repairs. 
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Close-up view of the jammed airlock hatch aboard the space shuttle Columbia. A 
space- walk to practice with space station construction tools has been cancelled, 
because the hatch controls the door that must be used by the astronauts to leave the 
spacecraft. Most of the mechanism is on the cargo bay side of the door, making any 
attempt to repair the hatch more difficult (Reuter photo) 


Space walk is off until shuttle hatch fixed 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Flo- 
rida (R.) — NASA ruled out 
a space walk from the shut- 
tle Columbia Friday so en- 
gineers could continue to 
investigate why a hatch 
jammed, blocking Thursday 
night's planned outing by 
two astronauts. 

Tammy Jemigan and Tom 
Jones were to have spent 
more than y-: hours in space 
Thursday night to practice 
space station construction. 
However, they were unable 
to turn the handle that opens 
the hatch leading into the 
shuttle's cargo bay. 

“Today is a no eva (space- 
walk) day," Mission Con- 
trol's Dominic Gone told 
the astronauts Friday after 
waking them shortly before 
4 p.m. est (2100 GMT) "We 
are continuing evaluating 
the different options we've 
got." 

If a solution to the stuck 
hatch is found, a space walk 
could be attempted as early 
as Saturday, Jeff Bantle of 
NASA’s Mission Operation 
said. Mission managers 
planned to discuss the prob- 
lem again at 9 a.m. est 
(1400 GMT) Saturday. 

Engineers at the Johnson 
Space Centre, home to 


NASA's Mission Control in 
Houston, pored over televi- 
sion pictures of the hatch's 
latching mechanism Friday, 
looking for signs of trouble. 

The most likely explana- 
tion was that two of the six 
latches on the door were 
misaligned, Mr. Bantle said 
at a news conference 
Friday. The latches could be 
out of adjustment by as little 
as one-20.000th of an inch. 

Warming the door in the 
sunlight or applying air 
pressure between its seals 
were among the possible so- 
lutions, but engineers were 
proceeding with caution. 

“We don't want to rush in 
and do something that ... 
(will) have worse conse- 
quences." Mr. Bantle said. 
“Right now we're in a very 
safe configuration.” 

There was concern that if 
the hatch was opened, it 
might prove just as difficult 
to close. The doorway must 
shut with an airtight seal for 
astronauts to safely return to 
the shuttle’s cabin. 

“We may decide we don’t 
want to mess with the door 
any more," Mr. Bantle said. 

The astronauts ran into 
rrpubl.e when they tried to 
ppen the hatch at around 


9:15 p.m. est Thursday 
(0215 GMT Friday). They 
tugged at the handle, tried 
getting extra leverage by 
putting their feet on the ceil- 
ing, and fitted a new handle 
— all without success. 

The two dejected astro- 
nauts hung up their space 
suits after struggling with 
the handle for more than 
two hours. 

It was the first time there 
had been problems opening 
the shuttle's outer hatch. It 
was the second time in the 
15-year shuttle programme 
that NASA has been forced 
to cancel a space walk. 

A stuck hatch on a shuttle 
flight to service the Hubble 
Space Telescope or visit 
Russia’s space station Mir 
could ruin an entire mis- 


sion. 

“Make no mistake we will 
understand this problem, 
whether it is in-flight or 
when wc get back on the 
ground, and make sure that 
with missions that are even 
more critical we don’t have 
this problem again," Mr. 
Bantle said. 

Columbia was due to re- 
turn to Earth at the Kennedy 
Space Centre on Dec. 5. 


ASEAN summit ends with no decision 


on time of Burma’s admission 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Lea- 
ders of the Association of 
South East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) held off a deci- 
sion Saturday on when to 
admit military-ruled Burma 
while affirming their com- 
mitment to an expanded 
South East Asian communi- 


ty 


An informal summit of 
the seven ASEAN member 
states ended with an expres- 
sion of their “strong com- 
mitment" to realising an 
ASEAN comprising all 10 
South East Asian countries, 
including Burma. Cambo- 
dia and Laos. 

“As to the actual liming of 
the admission of the three, 
this will be announced in 
due time." according to a 
statement released to the 
press after the one-day mee- 
ting. which said all three 
would be admitted simulta- 
neously. 

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad said 


no compromise was in- 
volved in the decision to 
admit the three future mem- 
bers together. 

Cambodia and Laos had 
been seen as potential early 
entrants. 

‘It is a matter of being 
judicious and prudent." Mr. 
Mahathir said. 

It could be regarded as 
slowing down the admis- 
sion of Cambodia and Laos 


or speeding up the admis- 
sion of Myanmar," he told 
reporters. Myanmar is the 
official name for Burma. 

Indonesian Foreign Mi- 
nister Ali Alatas declined to 
say when the three could be 
admitted, saying: “You can 
draw your own conclu- 
sions." 

However, the internal 
political situation in mili- 
tary-ruled Burma had noth- 
ing to do with the delay in 
announcing a date, he said. 

“Burma's internal politi- 
cal matters have never, will 
never and should never be a 
criterion for membership." 
Mr. Alatas said. 

The issue of Rangoon's 
entry had been seen as the 
foremost topic at the first 
informal summit of 
ASEAN, which groups Bru- 
nei. Indonesia.' Malaysia, 
the Philippines. Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 

Summit leaders also met 
with their counterparts from 
Burma, Cambodia and Laos 
to find out the extent of 
their preparedness to 
become full members. 

A virtual certainty just a 
few months ago. Burma's 
entry has posed problems 
since the ruling miiitay 
junta launched its latest 
crackdown on political dis- 
sent. 

Indonesia and Malaysia 
favour the early admission 


of Burma, while Singapore. 
Thailand and the Philip- 
pines advocate caution. 

Several Western countries- 
led by the United States 
have joined human rights 
activists in trying to con- 
vince ASEAN to hold off 
accepting Burma due to 
Rangoon's refusal to allow 
democracy and alleged hu- 
man rights abuses. 

Mr. Mahathir dismissed 
suggestions that ASEAN 
had bowed to Western pres- 
sure in delaying Burma's 
admission. “We are not in 
the business of assuring 
Western countries ... We are 
sure, that’s enough. We 
don’t, care what others 
think," he said. 

Mr. Alatas said Burma, 
like Cambodia and Laos, 
would be participating in 
ASEAN activities as an 
observer state until their 
admission date is finalised. 

The three countries would 
have to go through normal 
technical processes before 
their entry, including a 
demonstration of their abili- 
ty to integrate with an 
ASEAN Free Trade Area 
(AFTA). he said. 

Officials said earlier that 
the search for common 
ground on Burma's entry 
may have to be put off until 
a foreign ministers' meeting 
next July in Kuala Lumpur. 


Burmese media blasts Clinton for slander 


RANGOON (Agencies) — 
Burma's state-run newspa- 
pers Saturday said U.S. 
President Bill Clinton was a 
destructive element who 
has slandered and insulted 
the country. 

A commentary in ail three 
official newspapers reacted 
to a speech made Tuesday 
by Mr. Clinton at Bang- 
kok's Chulalongkom Uni- 
versity at the end of a 12- 
day Asia-Pacific visit. 

"Let me just tell Clinton 
that he is of his own volition 
standing before the sign- 
board ‘external destructive 
element' ...as he has insult- 
ed and slandered Myanmar 
(Burma) to break up tran- 
quility. security and devel- 
opment of the Asian and 
South East Asia region and 


incite enmity between 
Myanmar and her neigh- 
bours." the commentary 
said. 

Burma's military govern- 
ment has launched a "peo- 
ple's desire" campaign that 
involves erecting ' sign- 
boards across the 'country 
with slogans like “crush all 
external destructive ele- 
ments as the common ene- 
my" and “oppose foreign 
nations interfering in inter- 
nal affairs of the slate." 

In his speech which 
praised most Asia-Pacific 
nations for their efforts to 
bring democracy to the re- 
gion. Mr. Clinton singled 
out Burma for its failure to 
recognise a democratically- 
elected government, saying 
it showed Rangoon had no 


rule of law. 

Mr. Clinton also criticised 
Burma for being the world's 
number one opium and 
heroin producer. 

The commentary lashed 
out at Mr. Clinton for his 
remarks, and for suggesting 
to Burma's military" rulers 
that they enter into dialogue 
with National League 'for 
Democracy (NLD) party 
leader and Nobel Peace 
Laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi. 

Meanwhile. Burmese au- 
thorities resumed Saturday 
the now customary week- 
end blockade of the ap- 
proaches to the house of 
Ms. Suu Kyi to prevent her 
addressing supporters in 
front of her gate. 


Russian 

Duma 



protest over 
Chechenya 
fizzles 


Moscow (AP) — Parlia- 
ment's threats to topple 
Boris Yeltsin and his cabi- 
net over Russia's with- 
drawal from Chechenya 
proved empty Friday when 
it wound up mustering 
votes only for a mild 
rebuke. 

The president is likely to 
ignore the resolution 
passed by the State Dtuna, 
or lower house of .parlia- 
ment. 

The Communist- domi- 
nated body asked Mr. Yelt- 
sin on a 241-41 vote to' re- 
consider his recent order £ 
for the last Russian troops 
to withdraw from Che- 
chenya, which they earlier 
blasted as a surrender. 

Earlier this week, legisla- 
tors had threatened to 
launch impeachment pro- 
ceedings against Mr. Yelt- 
sin and vote no confidence 
in the cabinet. 

Carrying out their dire 
threats would likely have 
cost the lawmakers their 
seats. Under the constitu- 
tion. the president is enti- 
tled to respond to no-confi- 
dence votes by disbanding 
the parliament instead of 
die cabinet 

Clearly unwilling to risk 
their jobs, Gennady Zyuga- 
nov's Communist faction 
met Friday morning and 
decided to steer clear of a 
no-confidence vote. ^ 
Speaking in parliament, 
later. Mr. Zyuganov avoid- 
ed direct attacks on Mr. 
Yeltsin, who defeated him 
in the presidential election 
in July, and instead targeted 
his aides for last week's 
final withdrawal order. 

. “They slipped this decree 
to the president who hasn't 
recuperated yet.” Mr. Zyu- 
ganov said in a reference to 
Mr. Yeltsin's rehabilitation 
from his Nov. 5 quintuple 
bypass surgery. 

Even fiery ultranational- 
ist Vladimir Zhirinovsky, 
who briefly called for bod) 
impeachment and a no- 
confidence vote, concen- 
trated most of his ire on the 
Chechen rebels rather than 
the Kremlin. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky suggest- 
ed that the Chechens be pu- 
nished by putting up an 
“iron fence" around therr# 
so they “have nothing to 
eat but their Kalashnikov 
assault rifles." 

Several government offi- 
cials defended Mr. Yelt- 
sin's order and said there 
was nothing improper 
about it. 

Even Interior Minister 
Anatoly Kulikov, whose 
troops have borne the brunt 
of the fighting and who 
opposed the withdrawal, 
said he was ready to get his 
men out of Chechenya. 

He acknowledged that 
the ministry, which has 
combat forces as well as 
police, could “not concen- 
trate on fighting crime" 
while it was pouring re- 
sources into the war with 
Chechen separatists. A 
Mr. Yeltsin ordered the 
last remaining army bri- 
gade and brigade of Inter- 
ior Ministry troops out of 
Chechenya. They are ex- 
pected to be gone before 
Jan. 27. when Chechenya is 
to elect its new president. 

Units of the army's 205lh 
Motorized Brigade were 
scheduled to begin leaving 
Friday. 

Two candidates have an- 
nounced for the Chechen 
presidential race. One is a 
notorious field commander 
who led a bloody hostage 
raid in southern Russia, 
Shamil Basayev. The other 
is Zelimkhan Yandarbiyev, 
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raid. 

The separatists have been 

in control of Grozny, U* 
Chechen capital, since they 
drove out Russian troops 
ast summer in a major 
offensive. The fighting 
hailed in late August with s 
series of peace agreements. 
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An elderly Belgrade woman climbs onto a box to take pictures or students marching in protest through the city cen- 
tre Friday. Serbian students launched another day of street protests in Belgrade over what they say is massive elec- 
afainy % toral fraud (Reuter photo) 
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Comoros frees passengers held after hijacking 


MORONI (Ri — The au- 
thorities in the Comoro Is- 
lands Saturday released two 
passengers detained for a 
week Tor questioning about 
the hijacking ol‘ the Ethiop- 
ian Airlines Boeing 7C>7. 

Hie passengers, Kenyan 
businessman Micheal 
Odenyo and Djibouti an 
trade unionist Souleimane 
Ahmad Mohammad, sur- 
vived when the plane 
crashed into the sea on Nov. 
23 but other passengers then 


Zaire rebels reportedly drive 
refugees toward Rwanda 


A Uhl 

Mr. Zyusaw. 
irect jtifc.1 
in. ’Ah- 1 deice 
; pre'.iilenuA 
>. and 

ide% fur tan . 
w ithdnitt j! ik SAKE, Zaire ( AP) — Zair- 
e' >lipped iId- ■ wn-iebela fired- assaulr 
president, «*•; poas to .force more ihi 
eraied yet." V 40,000 Rwandan refugees 
'aid in j reft our of their squalid encam^- 
elt'in'' rduk meni in eastern Zaire and 
onto a long march home. 

Refugees gave different 
accounts of the gunfire that 
broke out near Minova, 65 
kilometres southwest of the 
border town of Goma. 
Some said they saw bodies 
along the road while others 
said no one was injured. 

“They starred shooting 
early this morning and told 
us to start walking to Rwan- 
da,” said one man too friah- 
I b\ pun mi \ teoed to give his name. He 
fence sn** showed up in the village of 
-h u u !>*■ Sake. 15 kilometres west of 

their K>ih- Goma. 

He said tens of thousands 
of refugees were on their 
way down from the • sur- 
rounding hills. They fled 
there five weeks ago to 
escape fighting between 
rebels and former Hutu sol- 


erroneuusiy identified them 
as hijackers. 

"I do not know really 
what has been more painful 
— the crash or the incarcer- 
ation." Mr. Mohammad told 
Reuters Saturday. 

"But we have not been 
physically tortured,” he 
added. 

“They are exonerated and 
no charge is held against 
them,” public prosecutor 
Cheikh Salim told Reuters. 

The passengers will leave 


the Comoros later Saturday 
on an Emirates /light to 
Dubai. 

Mr. Salim said the co-pilot 
of the plane. Yonas Meku- 
ria, had managed to identify 
the bodies of two of the 
three hijackers among the 
125 people killed in the 
crash. Fifty people survived 
the accident. 

There was no immediate 
word on when the Comoran 
authorities would release 
the bodies to their relatives. 


They have said they plan to 
keep them until all have 
been identified. 

Officials sources said Sa- 
turday that the Comoros, a 
small archipelago state in 
the Indian Ocean, had 
turned down U.S. and Bri- 
tish requests for access to 
the flight recorders. The go- 
vernment is waiting for ad- 
vice on the subject from in- 
ternational civil aviation au- 
thorities. 
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The refugees were among 


n Intenor . dj ers al jh e (j tq camps 
> 1 \ U where they have lived for 2 

hjvcW* 1 ' 

S-. 

hundreds' of thousands of 
xi;L <rtaJt w Rwandan Hutus who came 
~ ,,(• C 10 Zaire in 1994 because 
UI -i no'd^ - ^ ^ earecl retaliation for a 
? . Hutu-led massacre of half a 

,,n ! > j. million minority Tutsis in 
u ,or ff -ns- Rwanda. 

' 0 - hiini- .Canadian Lt- Gen. Mau- 
on n r' 1 V; rice Baril, leader of a pro- 
it posed international force to 

.> into l|1f ) get aid to Lhe refugees, said 
,en Thursday he would send an 

Veltsin lir * unarmed Canadian foot 
-patrol to Zaire to help aid 
ind bn? 3 * ! workers search for an esti- 
. ■ [P \&t; mated 100,000 other refu- 
1 vx ’ W- f gees still in the forests. 
f hi Ambassadors from 14 
„ iV* nations committed their 


nations Friday to a humani- 
tarian mission to deliver aid 
to the refugees. In all, about 
20 countries are expected to 
participate in the mission,' 
expected to be a scaled- 
down version of the mili- 
tary deployment proposed 
earlier this month before 
hundreds of thousands of 
refugees began making it 
out of Zaire on their own. 

Friday's shooting appears 
to be parr of an established 
pattern of rebels firing war- 
ning shots to herd refugees 
toward Rwanda. 

The Zairian rebels, who 
want to oust President Mo- 
butu Sese Seko. began figh- 
ting Rwandan Hutu extrem- 
ists and Zairian soldiers five 
weeks ago. 

Friday, the rebels refused to 
allow aid workers nr journal- 
ists past sake, citing security 
problems. But one rebel sol- 
dier said troops had been sent 
to Minova it> march the 
refugees north to Rwanda 
along Lake Kivu, which 
forms part of the border. 

Aid workers set up water 
and medical stations along 
the route from sake to goma 
and the Rwandan border. 
Doctors reported that most 
of the refugees were in 
good health and there were 
no signs of injuries. 

"We do not have enough 
trucks to drive them all to 
the border, so most will 
walk and the vulnerable 
will be driven,” said Ray 
Wilkinson, spokesman tor 
the U.N. Refugee agency. 

About S.000 crossed into 
Rwanda Friday, and the rest 
camped along the road for 
the night. 

More than 15.000 rctu- 
gees had camped in Minova 


in filthy conditions. Aid 
workers were concerned 
about disease if the refugees 
remained there. Rebel lead- 
ers have insisted that "fio 
new camps be established 
in Zaire and said the re- 
fugees must return to 
Rwanda. 

Driving alongside the 
refugees, aid workers spoke 
on loudspeakers in Kinyar- 
wanda, the language of 
Rwanda, urging them to 
continue walking for Rwan- 
da and not to stop. But ma- 
ny appeared very weary un- 
der the broiling midday sun. 

"These refugees are in 
remarkable shape, their re- 
silience is incredible," said 
Mr. Wilkinson. “Bui these 
may be the strong ones, and 
we know that many more 
remain in the forest where 
we can’t reach them. They 
are the big question mark.” 

Canada is proposing drop- 
ping relief supplies to the 
refugees who have not yet 
made it out of Zaire. The 
United States has expressed 
reservations about the air- 
drops. saying Hutu mili- 
tants might seize the food 
before it gets to hungry 
refugees. 

Canadian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy 
said Friday that the rebels 
had agreed to the airdrops, 
but only as a last resort. 

The multinational mission 
initially was envisioned as a 
military deployment to pro- 
tect aid workers and refu- 
gees in eastern Zaire. 
Events on the ground in 
Zaire overtook planning for 
the force, as fighting unex- 
pectedly sent hundreds of 
thousands of refugees hur- 
rying home to Rwanda. 
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NASA team said to be working 
for manned flight to Mars 


hJ for ^ [V; LONDON (R) — The U.S. 


filial r.* space agency NASA is 

forking on plans to send 
' 3 j j (•' astronauts to Mars wiih- 
' $oU’^ years of getting the 

J 1 RjsaJ**' i - P^itieal go-ahead for a 
than m'- 1 ? ann ttl mission, the scicn- 
171 . (Ii^ -rist who is running the pro- 

u said Friday. 
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McHenry told the 
Broadcasting Coni- 


j in r British 

i i-pany (BBC) that he was put 

m charge of the work after 
N ASA announced earlier this 


s 1 ’- i pa 

ifiiJ l1 j, that evidence of traces o f 
’fl L ' a C ^ ^ life had been found 

tiifi -> Jfl a meteorite from Mars. 
,n)H ie L f ^- D y r - McHenry' told the 
: vC . Newsnight pro- 

n I- 111 ’ ' V' ^ amnie this was vital be- 

■ 


cause it might prove impos- 
sible for robots sent from 
earth to answer the key 
question of whether there 
was life on Mars. 

NASA is due to launch a 
pathfinder mission Monday 
designed to take a Mars 
rover to the planet. 

“We believe that there will 
come a point, and earlier 
probably than later, in which 
we will* warn to send humans 
to the surface ot Marx to 
extend the scientific investi- 
gations that the rovers and 
robots will have performed. 
Mr. McHenry said. 

"Our coal is to do enough 
technology work that when 


we are asked to initiate a 
human programme we could 
have humans on the surface 
of Mars within eight years or 
less," he said in an interview 
at the Johnson Space Center 
in Houston, Texas. 

Mr, McHenry, who said 
he believes low-level mic- 
robial life exists below the 
martian surface, said hu- 
mans would be needed if it' 
became necessary' m'drill to 
find prove this cither way. 

Mr. McHenry said the real 
challenge was to shave the 
cost of sending a manned 
mission to earth’s nearest 
neighbour in the solar sys- 
tem. 


• U.N. 
agency: 
Burundi 
^Cjonflict 
spreading 

NAIROBI (Rj — The con- 
flict in Burundi, overshad- 
owed by the fighting in 
neighbouring Zaire, is 
spreadi ng rapidly and 
causing widespread popu- 
lation displacements, a 
U.N. agency said Satur- 
day. 

The World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP) said the 
regional committee of east 
African governments che- 
cking sanctions against 
Burundi has given the 
agency clearance to take in 
enough food to feed 

130.000 people. 

WFP needs the food to 
cope with a rapidly inc- 
reasing number of inter- 
nally displaced people and 
of refugees returning from 
Zaire, it said in a statement 
issued in Nairobi. 

Clashes between rebels 
and government forces 
have displaced lens of 
thousands of Burundians 
and 80.000 of them, twice 
as many as a few weeks 
ago. are now receiving 
food aid. it added. About 

50.000 refugees have 
relumed from Zaire. 

‘The conflict in Burundi, 
which has been somewhat 
overshadowed by the 
problems in eastern Zaire, 
is spreading rapidly and 
causing massive popula- 
tion displacements." it 
said. 

About 150,(300 people 
have died in the past three 
years in a civil war pining 
Burundi’s Tutsi-led gov- 
ernment against rebels 
drawn from the majority 
Hutu tribe. 

Burundi's neighbours 
and some other African 
states imposed strict sanc- 
tions in July after Tutsi 
military leader Piene Bu- 
yova overthrew the coun- 
try's democratically elect- 
ed Hutu President, Syl- 
vestre Nlibamunganyu.. - 

WFP said the sanctions 
committee; had cleared 
2.545 ' tonnes pf food a 
month to replenish WFP’s 
existing food stocks in 
Burundi, which are nearly 
cxhauslcd. 

The agency will take the 
food by barge from the 
Tanzanian port of Kigoma 
on lake Tanganyika or by 
duck across land from 
Tanzania, it said. 


Serb opposition keeps 
pressure on Milosevic 


BELGRADE (R) — Oppo- 
sition leaders and students 
kept up their campaign to 
oust Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic Saturday 
with a fresh round of protest 
marches in Belgrade. 

But Mr. Milosevic, ac- 
cused by the opposition Za- 
jedno (Together) Coalition 
of robbing them of victory' 
in local elections this month 
which would have given 
them control of the capital 
and other cities, refused to 
be drawn into public debate. 

Large reserve forces of 
police were marshalled in 
Belgrade, but in line with 
the authorities' strategy of 
not provoking trouble did 
not interfere with the 
march, which was being 
followed by a protest rally 
in lhe city centre. 

A rerun of the vote in 
sonic election wards where 


the initial outcome favou- 
rable to Zajedno was an- 
nulled was due Sunday. 

Opposition leaders did not 
have high expectations that 
the new vote would go their 
way and concentrated on 
keeping the daily demon- 
strations rolling. 

They upped the stakes by 
threatening to boycott par- 
liament and local councils 
unless Serbia's parliament, 
controlled by Mr. Milose- 
vic's Socialists, cancelled 
the disputed election results 
when it meets Tuesday. 

Local election authorities 
under the Socialists' control 
stripped Zajedno of its ma- 
jorities in most of the towns 
it won in polling on Nov. 
17, citing unspecified “irre- 
gularities.” 

Political analysts say a 
boycott of the Serbian ’and 
Yugoslav federal parlia- 


ments by the opposition 
would be unlikely to affect 
national politics substantial- 
ly- 

Mr. Milosevic already 
roles with an authoritarian 
hand, using the parliaments 
as a robber stamp to con- 
firm his orders. 

But diplomats said the 
move would further damage 
his credibility as a legiti- 
mate national leader both at 
home and abroad. 

Since Mr. Milosevic 
signed the Davion Peace 
Agreement which ended the 
war in Bosnia last year, he 
has worked to recast his 
image as a peacemaker and 
guarantor of stability in the 
Balkans and see the last of 
international sanctions lift- 
ed. 

In the latest confrontation, 
the West has warned him to 
respect democracy if he 


wants rump Yugoslavia, 
which comprises Serbia and 
Montenegro, to rerurn to the 
international community . 

His state media has por- 
trayed the opposition coali- 
tion as outlaws and provo- 
cateurs. Diplomats said Mr. 
Milosevic, whose police 
force has kepi a low profile, 
was betting die demonstra- 
tion campaign across the 
country would run out of 
steam. 

Privately Zajedno offi- 
cials agree that they will 
probably not win any sub- 
stantial victory, but insist 
their tactics have uncovered 
cracks in his power. 

“We have tom off his 
mask in front of the world 
to show him as he really is 
— a small-time Balkan dic- 
tator unable to bear the 
slightest defeat," Zajedno 
leader Zoran Djindjic said. 


Croats expel Muslims, Serbs in Mostar 


SARAJEVO (Ri — Bos- 
nian Croats are violating the 
Dayton Peace Accord by 
expelling Muslims and 
Serbs from their homes in 
west Mostar. including one 
recent victim who is an 
elderly, handicapped wo- 
man, the United Nations 
said Friday. 

Since the signing of the 
Dayton Peace Accords in 
December last year, there 
have been 65 evictions from 
Croat-held west Mostar. 
said Kris Janowski, spokes- 
man for the office of the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). 

‘There have been three 
evictions over the past five 
days. One is partidulariy 
appalling — the eviction of 
a 65-year old woman who is 
hajidicapped. She can hard- 
ly" walk. She needs crutch- 
es.'* ' ‘ ‘ 1 r. ! 

[ jMr”, Japowski said the 
woman was rousted from 
her flat by three men in mil- 


itary unite mi who broke in 
on Nov. 25. carried her to a 
car and drove her to a 
square near the Muslim part 
of Mostar where they 
dumped her on the street. 

Unable to walk, the wo- 
man stood on her crutches 
until she was assisted by a 
passerby. 

On Nov. 27, a 60-year-old 
couple was evicted and the 
man beaten up by men in 
uniform. 

“This is totally appalling 
situation considering that it is 
happening a year after 
Dayton.” Mr. Janowski said. 

“Our interventions with 
the authorities have pro- 
duced very little result. We 
usually get lip service from 
them but nothing ever hap- 
pens.” 

Mostar. the largest city in 
western Bosnia, remains 
ethnically partitioned des- 
pite European Union efforts 
to knit the community back 
together with administrative 


suppon and 264 million 
marks (S172 million) in 
reconstruction aid. 

While the main contest in 
the 43-month Bosnian war 
was between Muslims and 
Serbs. Muslims and Croats 
also fought a bitter side- 
show battle for 1 1 months in 
1993-94. 

Mostar was the epicentre 
of that conflict, which saw 
Croats seize most of Mostar 
on the west bank of the 
Neretva River and expel 
non-Croats from their terri- 
tory. 

Most Serbs fled to Serb- 
held pans of Bosnia but 
many Muslims found them- 
selves trapped on the east 
bank of the Neretva. which 
was devastated by months 
of heavy artillery, mortar 
and tank fire. 

The United States bro- 
kered a 1994 Muslim-Croat 
Federation Agreement 
which ended open warfare 
between the two ethnic fac- 


tions but failed to heal the 
wound*, of their conflict. 

The U.N. repons about 
800 Serbs and 3.000 Mus- 
lims remain in west Mostar 
today under difficult cir- 
cumstances. 

‘The Serbs and Muslims 
in west Mostar are second- 
class citizens. They can't 
get work and they essential- 
ly sit in their apartments for 
fear of losing them — 
someone breaking in. chan- 
ging the locks and taking 
over the apartment." Mr. 
Janowski said. 

By comparison, the 400' 
Serbs and 200 Croats in 
Muslim-controlled east 
Mostar lead what Mr. 
Janowski described as “fair- 
ly normal lives.” 

In a related incident a 
Muslim house in west Mos- 
taf Was damaged by an Ex- 
plosion Thursday and the 
owner was slightly injured, 
a U.N. police' spokesman 
reported Friday. 


Taleban reiterate conditional readiness for ceasefire 


KABUL (AFP) — The Ta- 
leban militia are still ready 
to accept a ceasefire if their 
conditions were met, a sen- 
ior Taleban official said Sa- 
turday. 

“If they (anti-Taleban al- 
liance) accept a true Islamic 
government and the ex- 
change of prisoners-of-war. 
then we are ready for nego- 
tiations,” the acting minister 
of information and culture 
Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi 
told AFP. 

The ami-Toleban alliance 
has suffered over the past 
week a major territorial loss 
after being pushed back at 
least 15 kilometres from 
their previous frontlines. 

While vowing that the 


Taleban wanted to take the 
whole of Afghanistan. Mr. 
Muttaqi offered the olive- 
branch of peace, saying the 
fundamentalist movement 
supported U.N. efforts for 
an Afghan ceasefire. 

A U.N. -sponsored cease- 
fire might be readily accept- 
able in principle by all war- 
ring factions but the diffi- 
culty lies in the fact that nei- 
ther side will accept the 
conditions of the other, ana- 
lysts said. 

By a true Islamic govern- 
ment the Taleban clearly 
mean their own rule which 
will be unacceptable to the 
anti-Taleban alliance whose 
own demand for demilitari- 
sation of Kabul is rejected 


by the Islamic militia. 

The anti-Taleban alliance 
is composed of ex-Kabul 
government troops com- 
manded by Ahmad Shah 
Masood and the Uzbek for- 
ces of northern warlord Ge- 
neral Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum. 

A highly successful Ta- 
leban offensive over the 
past week has pushed this 
rival coalition force onto 
their back-foot and strong 
defensive lines now seem 
untenable for Mr. Masood 
and Gen. Dostum, observers 
said. 

Mr. Muttaqi said the 
frontlines, some distance 
forward of the so-called old 
road village of Kalakan 40 


kilometres north of Kabul, 
"were calm” Saturday alur.g 
with the frontlines near the 
Bagram Air Base, held by 
the anti-Taleban coalition. 

Bagram Air Base, 50 kilo- 
metres north of Kabul, lies 
just off the new road, the 
second of the two north- 
bound highways exiting 
Kabul, where infantry fight- 
ing has been less intense 
than on the old road. 

Mr. Muttaqi reported con- 
tinued fighting in western 
Badghis province. 

An offensive by Gen. 
Dostum’s forces in Badghis 
was reportedly pushed back 
by the Taleban but no 
details of the fighting were 
given. 


Pressure mounts on Africans to move on U.N. chief 


UNITED NATIONS fR> 
— African states have 
come under increasing 
pressure to respond to 
the U.S. veto against Sec- 
retary-General Boutros 
Ghali and come up with 
other candidates for the 
U.N. post 

Diplomats said several 
Security Council mem- 
bers did not believe the 
United States would 
change its mind on the 
issue and wanted some 
movement from the Af- 
ricans quickly. 

After another dead- 
locked Friday Security 
Council meeting, its pre- 
sident, Nugroho Wisnu- 
murti of Indonesia, said 
he was asking Came- 
roon, as chairman of the 
Organisation of African 
Unity, when it ‘Svould be' 
ready to inform the 
Council members con- 
cerning the results of 
consultations on the mat- 
ter.” 

He said he was remind- 
ing Cameroon's U.N. del- 
egation that the General 
Assembly, which has to 
approve a decision by the 
Security Council, wanted 
to adjourn by Dec, 17. 

The Council has agreed 
to give priority to candi- 
dates from Africa on the 
grounds that if Dr. Ghali 
is denied the second term 
given to bis predecessors. 


he should at least be fol- 
lowed by another Afri- 
can. 

It has been deadlocked 
since Nov. 19 when the 
United States cast the 
sole negative vote in the 
15-member body. 

Dr. Ghali 's five year 
term expires on Dec. 31. 

But Botswana’s U.N. 
ambassador, Legwaila 
Joseph Legwaila, said 
that “the most dangerous 
thing you can do is elect 
a secretary-general in a 
hurry.” 

“TVe have said that con- 
sultations are taking 
place on the African con- 
tinent among 53 coun- 
tries. And you don’t ex- 
pect them to consult in 
one week, or agree,” he 
added. 

Wisnuraurti also told 
reporters: “I understand 
the African countries 
require sufficient time to 
do so, because they are 
53.” But, he said, “There 
are other members of the 
United Nations that real- 
ly are waiting and now 
they are getting impa- 
tient about this pro- 
cess.” 

He will be replaced as 
Council presideut next 
week by Francesco Paulo 
Fulci of Italy, whose gov- 
ernment is pushing for a 
compromise of keeping 
Dr. Ghali in office for 


about two years. Diplo- 
mats said Italian Prime 
Minister Romano Prodi 
wrote President Bill 
Clinton a letter two 
weeks ago urging a com- 
promise, but had re- 
ceived no reply. 

Previously, French Pre- 
sident Jacques Chirac, 
German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl, Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien and Indonesian 
President Suharto all 
wrote to Mr. Clinton ask- 
ing him to change his 
mind od Dr. Ghali. it was 
not known if they re- 
ceived a reply or if they 
mentioned a compro- 
mise. 

But U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright said 
such a deal was out of the 
question. 

“The United States po- 
sition has been very clear 
from the very begin- 
ning,” she said. “We 
have said we need a new 
secretary-general and it 
is our position that no 
compromise formula is 
acceptable.” 

Washington is unable 
to back openly any can- 
didate because of anger 
against Washington veto- 
ing Dr. Ghali for his 
alleged lack of enthusi- 
asm for reform of the 
world body. 

But a more key reason 


is Republican opposition 
to the United Nations, 
thereby reducing U.S. in- 
fluence in the world body 
because of its Si .4 billion 
debt, payments depend 
on approval hv the 
Republican-dominated 
Congress. 

Behind the scenes the 
contest appears to be 
turning into an Anglo- 
French poker game. 
France has made It clear 
that if Dr. Ghali has no 
chance it wants a “Fran- 
cophone.” presumed to 
mean an African from a 
French-speaking coun- 
try 1 . 

So far the only Fran- 
cophone name on an 
informal list is Amara 
Essy, the Ivory Coast’s 
foreign minister who 
served as president of the 
General Assembly in 
1994-1995. But he spoke 
little English during his 
stay in New York, includ- 
ing taking an interpreter 
to informal lunches with 
journalists. 

Therefore, diplomats 
believe a summit bet- 
ween France and African 
states, mainly Franco- 
phone, in the Burkina 
Faso capital of Ougadou- 
gou on Dec. 5 may be 
crucial in revealing' Pa- 
ris’ hand. 
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Building bridges of hope 


IN ITS reply to His Majesty King Hussein's speech 
from the Throne with which he opened the last ses- 
sion of the 12th ’Parliament on Nov. 19, the Lower 
House of Parliament expressed pride in the respectful 
position the Kingdom has built for itself among mem- 
bers of the international community. This position 
was the natural result of the moderate and peaceful 
policies which Jordan has adopted in dealing with 
difficult and challenging situations. 

Jordan has sought to build bridges with other coun- 
tries of the world on the basis of mutual respect and 
cooperation. King Hussein has come to stand for 
moderation in the eyes of the whole world. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan's continued work on 
establishing intercultural and Interfaith dialogue has 
been met with assuring success and comforting 
results. Instead of talking at each other, former ene- 
mies and adversaries are talking with each other. 

In dealing with its neighbours, the Kingdom acted 
out of a vision that the region should work jointly in 
its efforts to develop its economies, attain stability 
and provide its people with a better life. Jordan also 
believed that cooperation with the outside world can 
only yield mutual benefits and that human and cul- 
tural interaction is the best means of changing mis- 
conceptions which set the east and west on sometimes 
uncompromising and antagonistic stands. 

That policy bore fruits. The holding of the Euro- 
Arab parliamentary dialogue in Amman is one of the 
man}' steps that are being taken to build bridges of 
understanding between the Arab and Western world. 
Better understanding can only mean more apprecia- 
tion of each other's concerns and solidarity in work- 
ing towards righting wrongs that reflect negatively on 
the quest for inter and intra regional peace. 

Hence is the pledge by European parliamentarians 
in Amman yesterday to try to bloc ratification of a 
European-lsraeli economic pact in protest against the 
Jewish state's obstruction of Middle East peace. The 
European parliamentarians who attended the confer- 
ence in Amman better understand the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the obstacles that face the establishment 
of peace. Those parliamentarians interacted with the 
Arab World and heard its side of the story. Dialogue 
provides information. Information is the key to objec- 
tive and sound decision-making. 

The holding or the conference in Jordan is also a 
testimony to the considerable steps the country has 
made in building and consolidating democracy. The 
conference was held in an Arab capital For the first 
time in eight years. Amman was the right place for 
holding the dialogue among parliamentarians 
because, unlike many other places in the region. 
Jordan has an effective and elected parliament: 
because dialogue has been a prominent feature of 
political life and because the Kingdom has a democ- 
ratic environment in which dialogue can, as it should, 
be free. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE UPSURGE in ihe rate and volume of trade in 
shares of industrial businesses at the Amman Financial 
Market in the past week provides crystal clear evidence 
that Iraq remains the most important market for the 
Jordanian products, said Fahed Fanek. a writer for Al 
Ra’i Saturday. Traders in industrial-companies shares, 
which rose sharply following the announcement of a 
U.N.-lraqi agreement on the sale of Iraqi oil in 
exchange for medicine and food, realise this fact: and 
are intent on keeping their investment in and build 
hopes on the Iraqi markets, according to the writer. 
Politically. Iraq had the right to reject U.N. Resolution 
986 when it was First offered to it because the Iraqi 
leadership saw in it an infringement on the country' ‘s 
sovereignty: but it had to eventually accept it and sell 
oil for fix'd and medicine because it is now- a matter of 
life and death for the Iraqi people who are starving and 
whose children are dying by the thousands each month, 
said the writer. Washington has been maintaining the 
embargo on Iraq under the pretext of forcing the coun- 
try 1 to comply with U.N. resolutions, which required the 
total removal of mass-destruction weapons, but in real- 
ity the U.S. is keen on providing protection to Israel 
from Arab military might and keen on maintaining its 
influence in and domination of the Arab oil nations, 
said the writer. He said that by accepting the U.N. res- 
olution on oil for food. Baghdad is seeking to save Iraqi 
lives, but the move is also beneficial for the Jordanian 


economy. 


A WRITER for Al Ra'i Saturday accused the organis- 
ers of the Israeli trade fair, which is scheduled to take 
place in Amman by the middle of December, of trying 
to help Israel divert world attention from the atrocities 
it has been committing against the Palestinian people. 
Mahmoud Rimawi said that such a fair does not only 
constitute a defiance to the Arab people's feelings in 
Jordan and elsewhere, it will also be counterproductive 
and would not serve the organisers' purpose since the 
Jordanian traders, merchants and unions have all con- 
demned the planned fair and declared their intention to 
boycott it. said the writer. Not only is Israel maintain- 
ing its occupation of lands belonging to three .Arab 
states, it is also pursuing an anti-peace policy, refusing 
to implement the agreements with the Palestinians, 
building more Jewish settlements on confiscated 
Palestinian lands and denying the Palestinian people 
their basic human rights, continued the writer. He said 
the organisers of the Israeli trade fair are contradicting 
all Ionic and are insulting the feelings of Arab masses. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr, Fahed Fanek 


Unemployment stands at 7.7 per cent only 


I HAVE good news. I am in fact breaking news. 
Unemployment is much less than everybody thinks. 

We used to hear the government official estimation 
putting unemployment at'l4 per cent of the labour force. 
We also used to read political and social commentators 
claiming that unemployment is much higher, and could 
reach 20 per cent if not more. In the absence of accurate 
statistics, everybody is entitled to make a guess. 

Government's estimate of unemployment is based on the 
number of job applications submitted to the Civil Service 
Employment Bureau and the Ministry of Labour employ- 
ment offices. These numbers are meaningless. It was 
shown that the majority of job applicants to the bureau are 
actually working in the private sector or on their own 
account. They apply just in case, or to have another option. 

The relation between the actually unemployed workers 
and those registered at the labour employment offices is 
not stronger' than the relation between the number of 
vacant apartments in Amman and the price of olive oil! 
The Civil Service Employment Bureau found difficulty in 
filling the vacancies left by teachers seconded to the Gulf 
states. Most of those notified by the bureau refrained from 
taking the offer because they were already happily 
employed. 


This introduction is called For to prepare the reader for 
the surprise produced by an extensive survey conducted 
by the Department of Statistics in cooperation with the 
International Centre for Social and Applied Studies and 
Research, the International Development Research of 
Canada (1DRC) and the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF). 

The survey revealed that the ratio of the employed 
among the 15 to 75 years old is 36.8 per cent. This does 
not mean that 64.2 per cent of this category of population 
is unemployed. Actually 17 per cent of then) are regular 
students in their classes. 29.7 are housewives. 0.5 per cent 
have special income and do not need to work. 2.8 per cent 
are disabled one way or another and cannot work. 1 .8 per 
cent are retired persons, 3.8 per cent are other cases. Thus 
the number representing people seeking employment 
makes only 7.7 per cent. 

This is the overall picture. However, upon classifying 
people according to gender, it was found that the ratio oF 
those employed' rises to 60.8 per cent among males and 
declines to 11.0 per cent among females. The ratio of 
unemployed is 1 0.9 per cent for men and 4.3 per cent for 
women. The rest, although they do not work, do not count 
as unemployed because they are students or have special 


income or are disabled, retired, etc... 

Before this valuable survey, we were estimating unem- 
ployment among men at 1 1 per cent. The survey con- 
firmed this fact. However, the previous assumption that 
unemployment among women is 17 per cent proved to be 
false Three quarters of the women, previously reported 
unemployed because they were not working are actually 
not looking for jobs and could not therefore be counted as 

unemployed. . 

The point is that previous surveyors were asking 

whether the members of the family older than lo years are 
working or unemployed, while the surveyors in this study 
were properly asking those members if they were working 
or not. and if not whether they wanted to get employed and 
seek a job or not. 

As a conclusion it could be said that unemployment 
stands at 1 1 per cent among men and 4.3 per cent among 
women. Overall this is almost half the previous estimate. 
Still it is too high, especially among young men. New 
investments are still badly needed to generate more jobs 
for all who seek them, including newcomers to the labour 
market. 
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Living with the occupation — can one be ‘creative’ 


on ihe long-ten 


RAMALLAH — A deal on 
Hebron will come one day 
soon. Far ahead. Israel may 
yet accept some sort of 
Palestinian state. But no one 
has found a credible solu- 
tion to the biggest issue of 
all: Jerusalem. 

A "green line" divided the 
city from 1948 to 1967. 
Taken by Israeli troops in 
the six-day war. its Arab 
districts — with nearby bits 
of the West Bank — were 
joined to West Jerusalem to 
make a unified city, part of 
Israel (so it says, the world 
says not). Virtually all 
Israelis, right and left, agree 
that the city shall remain 
pan of Israel. There are two 
snags: not only do the 
Palestinians have claims, 
but 160,000 of them live 
there. 

Israeli housing projects 
have made these people a 
minority among 1 70.000 
Jews ' even in once-Arab 
East Jerusalem: an increas- 
ingly unhappy minority, and 
one whose rights, it feels — 
and B'tselem. an Israeli 
human-rights group, agrees 
— are increasingly precari- 
ous. A B'tselem study last 
year concluded. that since 
1967 Israeli governments, 
of whatever sort, had pur- 
sued policies of "systematic 
discrimination" against 
Jerusalem's Palestinians. 
“The central goal.” it said, 
was to "strengthen Israeli 
control throughout (he city.” 

Natural enough for new 
and alien rulers, painful for 
the ruled. Inevitably. Israeli 
authority impinges on them, 
not just in the presence — at 
some times and places the 



vigorous presence — of 
armed men. but in sundry' 
matters of daily life. This is 
not usually a fierce occupa- 
tion (except for West 
Bankers caught there with- 
out permits: The police beat- 
ings that led to an Israeli 
rumpus this week took 
place in East Jerusalem). 
But even after 29 years, to 
Palestinians in East 
Jerusalem, alien and an 


occupation it is. 

And a dispossession. For 
they have more to worry 
them than general dislike. 
Of 70.0f.i0 dunums annexed 
to make the enlarged 
Jerusalem, around 35 per 
cent — much of that pri- 
vately owned — has since 
1967 been expropriated and 
turned over to Israeli own- 
ership. On it. the Israeli 
authorities have built 


38,500 dwellings to estab- 
lish Jewish neighbourhoods 
in East Jerusalem. But none, 
complains B'tselem. for 
Palestinians. 

The result, for them, is a 
severe housing shortage. A 
former Jerusalem council- 
lor. Sara Daminker. says 
20.000 more dwellings are 
needed for Palestinians, of 
whom three-quarters live in 
sub-standard and over- 
crowded conditions. Can 
they not — those who can 
afford it — build for them- 
selves? Only (unless they 
do it illegally) within the 
relatively small, and already 
crowded, area now occu- 
pied by Palestinians. Large 
chunks of the enlarged city 
are zoned as green space, 
where building is not 
allowed. Or rather, say 
Palestinians cynically, not 


allowed until the land is 
wanted for Jewish housing, 
when, strangely, building 
becomes allowable after all. 

The peace process has not 
made things better. On 
March 30, 1993. while the 
Oslo talks were under way 
but six months before the 
accords were signed, 
Yitzhak Rabin's govern- 
ment imposed a general clo- 
sure whose effect was to 
uncouple East Jerusalem 
from its West Bank hinter- 
land. From that day to this. 
Palestinian Christians and 
Muslims from the West 
Bank and Gaza have 
required permits to visit 
their holy sites in 
Jerusalem's Old City. Those 
with jobs similarly need 
permits to go to work in 
East Jerusalem, much as to 
any ordinary part of Israel 


— which may mean with 
ease or difficulty or. often 
this year, not at all. 

Yet this is not an ordinary 
part. Though the land, in 
Israeli eyes, is annexed, not 
so its inhabitants. Israeli 
law defines them not as cit- 
izens but as “permanent res- 
idents of Israel." The same 
goes for their children, bom 
though they may have been 
in what was already, to 
Israelis, part of Israel. Not 
that the Palestinians want to 
be Israelis. But they fear for 
their right of residence. 

That status is subject to 
forfeiture, under Israeli law. 
by anyone who goes to live 
outside Israel or the occu- 
pied territories for longer 
than seven years, or who 
takes foreign citizenship. 
But until recently those 
going to live or study else- 
where could avoid that by 
renewing their exit permits 
every year, or in some cases 
every three. Today, howev- 
er. that precaution is not 
longer enough. In 1994.,. 
Israel's interior ministry 
started to make the renewal 
of Palestinian residency in 
East Jerusalem conditional 
on whether the person’s 
“centre of life" was in the 
city, demanding proof — as 
judged by the ministry — 
that he or she lived, worked 
or was being educated in 
Jerusalem on a continuous 
basis. 

The ministry denies there 
has been any change in 
Israel’s residency law. "The 
only difference is that, since 
Oslo. many more 
Palestinians have cried to 
return to Jerusalem." says a 


spokesman. Palestinians 
and concerned Israelis are 
sceptical. "In the past two 
vears. I have had hundreds 
of cases of Jerusalem 
Palestinians who have been 
denied residency after being 
abroad, even when they had 
renewed their exit permits," 
says an Israeli lawyer. Lea 
Tsemel. “This never hap- 
pened before. Something 
has changed." Palestinians 
have little doubt what. They 

— and some Israelis — 
sense a deliberate attempt to 
whittle away Palestinian 
numbers in East Jerusalem. 

The Israeli measures have £ 
already prompted the 
largest Palestinian protests 
in East Jerusalem since 
September's bloody clashes 
over the tunnel in the Old 
City. Recently a sit-in was 
organised outside the interi- 
or ministry in the city, led 
by the PLO’s Jerusalem rep- 
resentative. Faisal Husseini. 

It was peaceful. But, says 
i Mr. Husseini, it would be 
foolish to discount 
Palestinians* anger, com- 
pounded by what any of 
them see as the dual stan- 
dards that currently govern 
the Oslo process. “The 
Israelis say we must be cre- 
ative." he aigues, “about the 
400 Jewish settlers in 
Hebron (in fact, about 250 
long-term settlers, plus 150 
yeshiva — religious school 

— studenrs). We want die 
same creativity for the 
160.000 Palestinians whiyj 
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By Kate De Selincuurt 


LYDNEY. England — 
Opponent*, of a powerful 
drive towards worldwide 
unrestricted private invest- 
ment are urging developing 
countries to resist while 
they still have time. 

Wealthy Northern coun- 
tries are lobbying hard for 
an international agreement 
removing all controls on 
foreign investment to be 
adopred at the first minister- 
ial conference of the World 
Trade Organisation tWTO) 
in Singapore from Dec. 9 to 
13. 

■Critics of the proposed 
Multilateral Investment 
Agreement (MIA) say it 
would leave countries pow- 
erless to protect domestic 
enterprises or to keep a grip 
on their balance of pay- 
ments. 

A statement opposing 
negotiation of the agree- 
ment has been signed by 
about 100 non-go vemmen- 
tal organisations (NGOs) 
from North and South. 

“It would be a return lo a 
colonial era situation, where 
the master country govern- 
ments used force to enable 
their companies to enter and 
take over the land, minerals 
and other resources of 
colonies, and took over the 
colonies' markeLs as well." 
says Martin Khor of the 
Malaysia- based NGO. 
Third World Network, 
which drafted the statement. 

"This is in contrast to the 
essence of independence, 
which is the reconstruction 
of the local economy, devel- 


opment of local enterprises, 
and retaining as much of the 
income and value added in 
the domestic economy." 

For a sian. he says, the 
proposed treaty would pre- 
vent governments from 
excluding foreign invest- 
ment on cultural or moral 
grounds, or protecting the 
information sector. 

The global media — 
broadcasting, newspapers, 
telecommunications and 
film — have experienced a 
concentration of ownership 
in recent years, while exert- 
ing a growing influence 
over national life. 

Helena Norberg- Hodge, 
of the British- based 
International Society for 
Ecology and Culture, says: 
“We now have just a couple 
of men controlling the 
media and shaping the cul- 
tural identities of children 
worldwide. Control of the 
media promotes a homoge- 
nous urban consumer 
lifestyle which destroys cul- 
tural self-esteem in order lo 
create new markets." 

This trend has aroused 
concern in industrialised as 
well as developing coun- 
tries. In mid-November a 
prominent Australian media 
. executive. James Packer, 
warned that "unless 
Australians want to have all 
their major media compa- 
nies under de facto foreign 
control, wc must enact and 
enforce a serious, effective 
set of foreign ownership 
restrictions." 

Norberg- Hodge says the 
takeover of domestic busi- 
ness sectors by foreign 


enterprises also threatens 
national tax income. "This 
treaty would allow huge 
banks and TNCs (transition- 
al corporations) to enter any 
country and destroy small, 
medium and national busi- 
nesses. Local and national - 
scale businesses are taxable, 
but TNCs are exceedingly 
difficult to lax. and nation 
states' tax bases will be fur- 
ther eroded." 

Unrestrained foreign 
investment can also worsen 
a state's balance of pay- 
ments deficit. 

Foreign firms which use a 
high degree of imported 
components may be net 
exporters of foreign 
exchange. say critics. 
Governments should retain 
some control — including a 
right of veto — to minimise 
such effects. 

At heart, the argument is 
between those people trum- 
peting the benefits of free 
trade and free movement of 
capital, and those who 
believe such liberalisation 
bene fits economically pow- 
erful slates and that devel- 
oping countries need to pro- 
tect their fledclina indus- 


tries. 

Khor says ihe MIA would 
mean the end of regulations 
favouring local businesses 
and requiring foreign 
investors to team up with 
domestic firms in joint ven- 
tures. Governments would 
also lose the right to regu- 
late on foreign ownership of 
property and land. 

He says the European 
Union (EU) set out plans for 
the investment proposal in 


1995. saying it would bene- 
fit developing countries by 
increasing foreign invest- 
ments. 

The real motives of the 
MIA’s backers, says Khor, 
"are ro increase the access 
of their companies to 
resources and markets of 
the developing countries, 
and to have another power- 
ful instrument that prevents 
the emergence of strong, 
rival domestic enterprises in 
the South." 

The North already uses 
accords such as the one pro- 
tecting intellectual property 
rights, “for controlling 
rivals and decreasing their 
competitiveness." The MIA 
would make things far 
worse. 

Developing countries 

often find it difficult to 
influence powerful interna- 
tional bodies such as the 
WTO. which sets global 
trading rules. Many are also 
worried that if they question 
free-trade initiatives they 
will be branded as hostile to 
investment. Khor quotes the 
Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and 

Development, the Paris- 
based club of industrialised 
countries, as saying (hat a 
nation's acceptance of the 
MIA would he seen as a 
"certificate of good con- 
duct." 

The EU is trying to push 
its WTO proposal to a “con- 
sensus" or “near consen- 
sus.’’ so that it would be dif- 
ficult for individual coun- 
tries to dissent. Canada 
wants to see the process 
started by a declaration or 


decision at the Singapore 
meeting. 

The WTO’s Italian direc- 
tor-general. Renato 

Ruggiero, also backs a 
treaty. Opponents accuse 
him of failing to take their 
concerns seriously. He was 
quoted as saying earlier this 
year “There is broad con- 
sensus on the need and 


value of such an investment 
treaty, except for the objec- 
tions of a few big develop- 
ing countries.” Asked about 1,1 
the objections, he said he [ 
could not remember the 
details, but that they were | 
"some things about sover- i 
eientv" 
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Making waste useful 


To the Editor: 


I CANNOT help but admire waste-recycling pro- 
grammes in developed countries. By minimising the 
amount of burned waste, these programmes help pro- 
tect the atmosphere from harmful gases. Along with 
recycling actually turns waste into useful prod- 
s. e programmes can also provide work vacancies 
or many unemployed workers. In other words, these 
^ n01 , onl - ooe wa y of saving the eovi- 
can a,so tu ™ out to be very profitable i a 

* ^ at ihe government will seriously consider 

stocereivHSi? rnLS . 0ne ^ ay ' P rovided that people are 
m <nvp riJ'I m - S P an, cipate in such useful projects 
(o save the environment and help themselves. 


Zeina Shahzada, 
. Amman. 
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Abdul Salam — a scientist of ‘remarkable vision and outstanding enegy’ 



Professor Abdul Salam. 
theoretical physicist and 
ffobdl laureate, died on 
November 14 ant'd 7u. Hi- 
nas bom on Jannan ■ 29, 
1926. 


THE DEATH of Abdul 
Salam leaves the world of 
theoretical physics without 
one of its most distin- 
guished and respected 
members. Bom in Jhang. 
Pakistan, he was soon to 
display the outstanding cre- 
ative ability that was such a 
consistent feature of his 
professional career. Indeed, 
his first published scientific 
paper was produced at the 
early age of 17. Undergrad- 
uate and postgraduate 
degrees followed from 
Government College, 
Lahore, and from the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge. 

The focus ol’ his research 
work was quantum field 
theory, with particular 
emphasis on the long-term 



Abdul .Salam 

goal of finding u unified 
approach to the fundamen- 
tal forces ar work in the 
worlds of nuclear and sub- 
nuclear physics. In the 
Infills Salam was closely 
involved with the attempt’s 


to construct a theoretically 
coherent account of the 
“strong” interactions that 
bind together the con- 
stituents of nuclei. 

The mathematical tech- 
niques on which he worked 


at that time provided the 
foundations of the develop- 
ments that followed ■ — a 
sustained programme of 
research culminating in his 
construction of a theory' that 
unified the electric and 
magnetic forces with the 
"weak" nuclear force 
responsible for die radioac- 
tive decay of elementary 
particles. The dramatic con- 
firmation of this theory by 
experiments at the Euro- 
pean particle-accelerator 
facility CERN lead to his 
sharing the 1979 Nobel 
Prize for Physics with the 
American physicists Shel- 
don Glashow' and Steven 
Weinberg. This critical the- 
oretical development 
became the central compo- 
nent of what became known 
as the "standard model'’ of 
the electromagnetic and 
nuclear forces. 

The incorporation of the 
gravitational field into this 
unified picture is a notori- 
ously difficult problem and 


it is no surprise that this is 
another area to which 
Salam turned his formida- 
ble attention. The solution 
of Ellis piinicular issue 
remains elusive but. work- 
ing with his long-term col- 
laborator John Strathdee. 
Salam developed some of 
the main tools for handling 
the "superiiekis" that later 
became a major ingredient 
in the development of 
superstring theory — cur- 
rently one of the most 
promising approaches to 
the problem of adding grav- 
ity to the list of unified 
forces. 

In addition to his brilliant 
intellectual gifts, Salam 
was a man of remarkable 
vision and outstanding 
energy who played a major 
role in developing science 
throughout the world. Of 
particular significance was 
his success in 1964 in per- 
suading ihe Italian govern- 
ment and the United 
Nations to found a research 


institute for iheoreiical 
physics in Trieste. Italy, the 
prime mission of which was 
to provide a base for young 
scientists front the develop- 
ing countries In c:uTy out 
research with each other 
and with visitors from the 
West. 

Salam was the director of 
the International Centre for 
Theoretical Physics from 
1964 to 1 993. and it is a 
striking tribute to his 
charismatic and energetic 
personality that the centre 
survived, and indeed nour- 
ished. notwithstanding the 
numerous political difficul- 
ties that inevitably accom- 
pany an international pro- 
ject of this kind. 

Abdul Salam was a mem- 
ber of the Ahmadiyyah 
branch of the Islamic reli- 
gion and would sometimes 
lead prayers for fellow 
Muslims \isiiing the centre 
in Trieste. Although his 
membership of this particu- 
lar sect caused some diffi- 


culties, in his relationships 
with his home country, he 
never forgot his natural 
affiliation with the develop- 
ing nations. He was also 
deeply concerned about the 
proliferation of nuclear 
weapons and served on 
many high-level commit- 
tees involved in the promo- 
tion of international peace 
and collaboration and in the 
development of peaceful 
uses of atomic energy. 

Salam's outstanding sci- 
entific and political 
achievements were recog- 
nised in many ways in addi- 
tion to his receipt of the 
Nobel Prize. He was elect- 
ed to fellowship of the 
Royal Society at an early 
age and received its Copley 
Medal in 1990. He was 
elected a member of scien- 
tific academies and soci- 
eties in 24 countries and 
received a large number of 
honorary degrees. He was 
made an honorary KBE in 
1989. He received nine 


medals for his contribution 
towards peace and the pro- 
motion of international col- 
laboration. 

On a personal level, 
Salam was a striking man. 
Any young scientist who 
had the privilege of work- 
ing closely with him invari- 
ably found it tu be an exhil- 
arating and character- form- 
ing experience. In addition 
to his great intellectual 
gifts. Salam had a genuine 
sense of humour, including 
that rarest of qualities of 
being able to laugh at him- 
self. A warm twinkle would 
often accompany his more 
unorthodox suggestions as 
to how exactly the founda- 
tion of physics should be 
revolutionised. 

Abdul Salam was twice 
married. He had one son 
and three daughters by his 
first marriage and a son and 
a daughter bv the second. 
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The Union Museum — living 
chronicle of a Romanian ideal 


By Dorin Jancu 

IT MAY be called a 
museum, but in fact it is a 
living chronicle. It is a 
big hall, with vaults sup- 
ported by columns and 
pillars, as in a temple 
where, on walls and in 
glass cases, the Romanian 
ideal, the Union, is 
expressed. An entire 
range of buildings in Alba 
lulia was dedicated to this 
ideal. From the Corona- 
tion Cathedral to the 
museum, the structures 
are those of Romanian 
folk architecture whose 
details can be found in 
monumental art. 

Lying in the heart of 
Transylvania. Alba ttilia 
was perfect- for the task. 
The Dacian fortress' ftfrrilt 
two thousand years ago 
was called Apoulon. 
Later the Roman con- 
querors established there 
one of Dacia's greatest 
centres, slightly changing 
its Dacian name into Apu- 
lum. In the early Middle 
Ages, the city' was called 
BalgracL a Slav toponym 
meaning the White City. 
Then "the name was 
turned into Alba lulia. of 
Latin stock. 

The ideal of ancient 
Dacian inhabitants, the 
“Great Union”, was final- 
ly achieved in 1918, after 
a shorter lived union was 
made possible by Prince 
Michael the Brave in 


1599. 

The museum celebrates 
this important moment in 
the life of Romanians 
through documents and 
photographs, all proof of 
the nation's will to fulfill 
the great union act under 
perfectly democratic cir- 
cumstances. Exhibited 
are the six volumes con- 
taining the Union docu- 
ments" bound in leather, 
in the national colours, as 
well as the photographs 
of the Grand National 
Assembly and papers 
signed by the great states- 
men that made the Union 
possible. - 

It took, though, two 
millennia of hard work, 
fight and hope before this 
significant event look 
place to mark the history 
of this people living north 
of the Danube, in the 
Carpathian Mountains. 

In the museum halls 
history unfolds itself in 
dramatic snapshots, from 
the Roman and Daco- 
Romun lapidary' to the 
tokens of the’ modern 
eras. There are iw'o mem- 
orable highlights: 

Michael the Brave, the 
Wallachian prince (1593- 
1600). entering Alba lulia 
in 1599, when the first 
political Union of the 
Romanians took place: 
and the coronation of 
Ferdinand I. at Alba lulia. 
as king of Romanians. 
According to the Union 


Act. read by Vasilc Gold- 
is. "The Union of Tran- 
sylvania with the mother 
country' is now achieved 
for centuries to come." 

Exhibits stand proof of 
the chroniclers’ and the 
people’s endeavours, of 
die steadfastness and 
resolve of the Romanians 
to be united as one peo- 
ple. with one national 
identity. 

The fortress — Vauban 
type, built by the Hups- 
burg Empire on the place 
of the old Dacian. Roman 
and feudal cities — 
reminds of the martyrdom 
of Horca. Closca and 
Crisan, the heads of the 
great peasant uprising of 
1784. That revolt, apart 
front national claims,' bad 
an amazingly visionary 
programme, heralding 
that of the 1879 French 
Revolution. 

In Alba lulia one can 
find living proofs of the 
Romanians' rich scholar- 
ly life throughout history*. 

At the entrance there is 
a Latin inscription on a 
marble plate: "In the year 
of the Lord 19J8, on 
December 1. the union of 
the entire Transylvania to 
Daco-Romania was pro- 
claimed. once and for all. 
through the solemn and 
unanimous vote of the 
people. Eternal be the 
memory of this act.” 

Romanian Panorama 



The Union Hall 
(below) and the main 
facade of the Union 
Museum (photos by 
Alexandra Radu) 
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Socialists unveil harshest budget 
in 15 years as farmers protest 


ATHENS ( AP) — The Social- 
ist government has presented 
what it called the harshest annu- 
al budget in 15 years us part of 
a last ditch effort to bring 
Greece in line with the rest of 
the European Union. 

Protesting more austerity, 
thousands of farmers respond- 
ed by using tractors to block the 
main north-south highway, and 
rail link at four separate central 
points, effectively cuuing 
Greece in ItaU'. 

Premier Costas Simitis 
refused to meet with farmers 
and his government said it has 
no more room for economic 
manoeuvring. 

“Such statements only serve 
to inflame thousands of farmers 
even more," said loannis 
Pulnkis. u protest organiser He 
added farmers would not lift 
blockades “until we have talks 
and binding promises." 

Economy and Finance Min- 
ister Yannos Papantoniou said 
that despite public outcry over 
austerity there was no choice 
left to the government but fur- 
ther belt-lightening. 

“The government under- 
stands the reactions, it expected 
them as this is the harshest bud- 
get in 15 years.” Mr. Rapanto- 
niou said 

Mr. Papantoniou unveiled the 
budget in the 300-member uni- 
cameral parliament, where the 
162-seat Socialist majority is 
expected to approve it on on 
Dec. 27. 

It came one day after the 
largest labour unions protested 



Hundreds of tractors blockade Greece’s main north -south road before a toll station 
outside the town of Larissa. The farmers blocked the national highway near the cen- 
tral town of Larissa with 5.000 tractors, cutting ofT almost all land traffic between 
Athens and second city of Salonica in the north (Reuters photo I 


ihe budget and new taxes with a 
24-hour nationwide strike that 
ground the country to a halt. 

Mr. Simitis, accused of 
reneging on pre-election 
promises, increased direct taxes 
by 13.4 per cent in the budget 
and indirect taxes by 16.9 per 
cent 

Mr. Papantoniou said the 
budget forecast revenues of 9.5 
trillion drachmas ($39.6 bil- 
lion). or up 175 per cent from 
this year, and spending of 1 1.8 
trillion drachmas ($492! bil- 
lion), compared to 10.7 trillion 
($44.6 billion) in 1996. 

The ensuing deficit was 


expected to be 2.01 trillion 
($8-37 billion), compared to a 
forecast of 2.75 trillion ($11. 4 
billion) this year, while the 
gross deficit, or the borrowing 
requirement plus the interest 
owed, would rise to 2.9 trillion 
(SI 2.1 billion). 

Mr. Papantoniou said he 
hopes to cut the budget deficit 
to 4.2 per cent of gross domes- 
tic product by the end of 1997 
and below 33 per cent in 1998. 

European Monetary Union 
requirements, which Greece 
has admitted it will not reach by 
the end of the century but hope- 
fully early in the 21st, include 


trimming the deficit to below 3 
per cent of GDP and bringing 
the total public debt close to 60 
percent ofGDR 

According to the budget, the 
total public debt next year will 
be 16 per cent higher than total 
GDP. “We are making attempts 
to deal with the debts.” Mr 
Simitis said in parliament. 

Although Mr. Simitis 
promised big public spending 
curs, the budget foresees 
increased expenditures for all 
ministries, including 105.3 per 
cent for the Aegean ministiy. 
142 for education and 12.7 for 
defence. 


4 Spain will be in at start of EMU’ 


BONN (Ri — Spanish Prime 
Minister Jose Maria Aznar 
said in an interview released 
on Saturday he was convinced 
Spain would be among tbe 
first countries to join Euro- 
pean Monetary Union (EMU) 
in 1999. 

He said the European Union 
must avoid the “historic mis- 
take" of not allowing enough 
countries to jriiti the single 
currency at the outset 

Mr. Aznar told the German 
news weekly Der Spiegel he 
had “no doubt" that Spain 
would be in the first wave of 
countries. 

“We will be in in 1999, out 
of conviction but also because 
we have the strength." he said 

Mr. Aznar was asked 
whether Spain would fulfil the 
tough economic criteria for 
EMU membership, and 
whether he felt Germany's 


insistence on economic disci- 
pline as the basis for a stable 
single currency was too 
tough. 

“This year we will reach the 
intermediate goal we set our- 
selves on the reduction of the 
deficit. Now we have passed 
the 1997 budget. The markets 
reacted positively, interest 
rates are lower. For those rea- 
sons I am optimistic.” Mr. 
Anzar replied “I know tbe 
Germans are worried about 
the stability of the euro, and J 
share those worries. We must 
all introduce the necessary 
reforms. I can proudly say 
that I put forward the toughest 
budget in the last 20 years of 
Spanish democracy.” 

Mr. Aznar rejected the idea 
that it would be easier to com- 
bat Span's high unemploy- 
ment without the pressure of 
the Maastricht criteria. 


“We only got into this situa- 
tion because we didn't fee! the 
pressure of Maastricht, he 
said “I'm convinced you can 
only conquer unemployment 
when state finances are 
healthy, inflation is low. the 
deficit and debt are under con- 
trol and productivity is high. 
That’s why I like the Maas- 
tricht rules." Mr. Aznar who' 
recently irritated Italy by dis- 
missing a suggestion that the 
EMU criteria could be relaxed 
and tbe schedule altered, said 
it was important that a large 
number of countries adopt foe 
single currency. 

“We must be very careful 
not to create problems by 
keeping the number of partic- 
ipants in currency union loo 
small" he said. “That would 
be a historic error with major 
repercussions which would be 
hard to undo." 


Morocco will 
not renew EU 


fishing accord 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Landlord 
7 Way out there 

14 Connected to^ 
computer 
network 

15 Device to ease 
breathing 

16 Rejoiced in 

1 7 Refuse to 
change 

19 Underwater 
worker 

20 Box office draw 

21 Sicilian 
mountain 

22 Regular 

23 Remove the 
husk 

24 Corrode 

25 Hideout 

26 Nautical term 

27 Negative 

28 Garden city 

30 Antagonist 

32 Actor Richard 

33 Nudnik 

35 Fracas 

38 Winner’s prize 

40 Roadhouse 

41 Pal 

42 Letters 

45 Cupid 

47 Severe 
criticisms 

48 Pesky insect 

49 Spiritually 
destroyed 

50 African country 

51 Fool 

52 Computer 
processible info 

54 Packed with 
good humor 

55 Wishy-washy 

56 Get even for 

57 Backdrops 

58 Roamed 
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by Gienton Petgrave 


DOWN 

1 Very wealthy 

2 Salad addition 

3 Slobs 

4 Ambulance 
device 

5 Lulu 

6 Color 


7 Bother 

8 Firmly together 

9 Sea creature 

10 Beachgoer's 
gain 

11 Shrub 

1 2 Sea god 

13 Hinge window 
18 Not in good 

shape 

20 Coastline 
23 Incentive 
sparker 
26 Aid 

29 Expression of 
disgusl 

30 Catch sight of 

31 Utmost degree 

33 Television spot 

34 Long, long lime 

35 Area of study 

36 Hostile 
invasions 

37 Sage 

38 Sad even: 

39 Craving 

41 More in sight 
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43 Run 

44 Fashioned 

46 Trite 

47 U.S. unit 


48 Donated 
51 Variable star 

53 Roll 

54 Liquid container 


RABAT (R) — Morocco said 
on Saturday it would not 
renew its three-year fishing 
accord with the European 
Union (EU) allowing a fleet : 
of 700 vessels to fish |ip 
Moroccan waters. ‘The 
Moroccan government has 
decided not to renew foe 
three-year fishing accord 
signed with the European 
Union earlier this year," a 
Moroccan official at the Min- 
istiy of Fisheries said. But he 
said Morocco remained 
“open to other forms of part- 
nership and cooperation in 
the fishing sector." The 
accord, initialled in Novem- 
ber 1995 after months of 
wrangling, was finally signed 
in Brussels in February 1996. 

It sets out all foe principles, 
rules and details of fisheries 
cooperation between Brus- 
sels and Rabat, particularly 
prevention of overfishing and 
the sole of fish once caught 


World Bank economist blasts Netanyahu 


TEL AVIV (R) — World 
Bank chief economist 
Michael Bruno blasted Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu on Saturday for a 
lack of “serious thinking" on 
economic reforms. 

Mr. Bruno, asked by Israel 
radio to review Mr. 
Netanyahu’s economic per- 
formance after nearly six 
months in office, praised the 
prime minister's rhetoric on 
budget cuts and economic lib- 
eralisation fait said Israel 
needed action, not talk. 

“What stands out in the 
economy in these 180 
days... Is that there is talk, talk, 
and more talk but nothing is 
being done,” Mr. Bruno told 
the radio. 

“The most wonying thing is 
the double messages we are 
hearing from the prime minis- 


ter’s office," he said. 

Mr. Bruno, who was Bank 
of Israel governor from 1986 
to 1991, attacked Mr. 
Netanyahu for nor following 
through on repeated calls for 
capital market reforms and 
broad economic liberalisa- 
tion. 

He said Mr. Netanyahu’s 
proposals to cut government 
spending by some seven bil- 
lion shekels in 1997 to narrow 
a soaring budget deficit were 
incompatible with his calls for 
increased defence spending 
and promises to coalition part- 
ners. 

“Hie talk about raising foe 
defence budget... is simply 
contradictory. So are foe 
promises he has made to vari- 
ous parties saying i won’t cut 
this. I'll find another way* 

“These are all double mes- 


sages giving foe impression 
that this thing is unplanned 
and there has not been serious 
thinking until the end.'* Mr. 
Bruno said- 

Mr. Netanyahu this week 
called for stepped up defence 
spending in light of tensions 
with Israel’s Arab neighbours 
which have re-ignited since 
foe right-winger took office in 
June. 

The proposed budget cuts 
fall mainly on housing and 
social welfare spending. 
Members of the prime minis- 
ter's own coalition have 
vowed to fight foe cuts which 
they say target foe poor. 

“jin the Israeli economy, you 
can’t make serious budget 
cuts only in welfare without 
making them in defence." Mr. 
Bruno said. 

(SI = 3.26 shekels) 
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The Business of Information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 30/1 1/96 19:17 


Currency LSD DIM GBP CHF JPY . CAD FIX 


US Ddllar 
DE Mark s .‘ 
CB Sterling 
CH Franc _• 
JP Yen 

: CA Dollar" ' 
IT Lira 
f/LCniWcr • 
FR Franc 


0.6498 
1.6805 
0.7669; 
0.0088 
0.740 Z 

olooof 

0.5794 

0.1914 


1.5390 


2.5890 
117.96 
1.3512 
• 1.1342 
1.0154 
89.15 
0.2944 


Energy 


E 39 

23.60 

wm i 


23.65 

ESS 


23.60 

2335 


' 20.63 

20.98 


214.00 

214.00 


0.5951 

0.3862 


Q.45S9 

0.5221 

0A438 

0.3924 

0.3445 

0.1138 


1.3040 

0.8470 

2.1852 


1.1449 
. 0.9588 - 
0.0860 
75.54 
24.9426 


113.80 

73.94 

191.39 

8T.2T 


1.19 

1332.62 

65.91 

21.76 


1.3510 

0.8773 

2J2704 

1.0356 

1.1861 


0.8914 

0.7826 

0.2584 


1514.65 

983-54 

2545.37 

1161.10 

13.30 

1124.34 


877.35 

33.01 


1.7259 

1.1212 

2.9004 

132.30 

131.53 

I. 2716 

II. 39 


33.0100 


5-2260 

3.3950 

8.7823 

-4A061 

4.5882 

3.8425 

3.4481 

3.0271 


Mid- East Currencies 


SA Rival 

0.2666 

0.4106 

0.15867 

0.34784 

30.3711 

• AE Dirham 

0.2723 

0A1929 

0.16201 

0.35516 

31.0106 

KW Dinar 

3.3462 

5.15198 

1.99124 

441491 

381.098 

BH Dinar 

0.3760 

44)95 

1.58253 

3A6U81 

3D2J39 

CY Pound 

2.1433 

3.2985 

1.2746 

2.7949 

243.908 


Meta! Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


1 Metal 

•Bid, Offer 

| 

period 
C'ncjr ■- 

. -1- 
fApntbv 

Months 

.. -6-~ 


: 

1 Cold (nz'O 

371.3 

371.8 


; *r«r :i 


4.72 

4.74 


USD 

5.44 

5.38 

5.41 

5.47 

5.54 


374 

375 


CBP 

6.10 

6.30 


6.56 

■ 6.84 


1529 

1530 


JPY 

0.30 

0.34 

0.36 

0A0 

0.42 


2242 

2243 


DEM 

3.16 

3.11 

3.14 


3 ZS . 

ir ^ 

1070 

1071 


FRF 

3.29 

K5I 

3A1 


3A4 

PBloH! IS 

— 685— 

■ 686 


CHF. 

1.99 . 

ESI 

1.96 


2.11 


.ms 

/ 6620 


ITL 

7.39 ■ 

-■7M j 

6.80 




NcwYork 

■Ncwynrk 

London 

Tokyo 

Pari* 

Frankfort 


DOW JONES 
SAP 500 
FT-SE m 
NDOflE 225 
CAC 40 
DAX 


6521.7 

757.02 

4058 

21020.36 

2315.66 

.284532 



^.Chn£ 

H£8 

6532.14 

6499.34 


2.02 

0^7 

758.27 

755 

■fjji 

7.8 

0.19 

4067.8 

4051.5 


-15.18 

■0.07 

21155J2 

20977.5 


25.35 

1.11 

2327^1 

2300.25 


28.03 

0.99 

2845J2 

2837.62 
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Energy 


* JOD Cross Rales 


1 Commodity 


Delivery ; . 

Coffee (c/lbi) 


Spill 

Cocoa (S/ton) 


Spot 

Sugar (S/tun) 


Npol 

Wheat (S/ton) 

133 

Sp* 

Soya (c/lhs) 

21.68 


Tea (»tg/kg) 

120 

Spot 

Barley fS/b%h) 

2.24 

Npm 

Rice (S/lon) 

470 

Spot 


.currency 

.... DOjy . sou 

US Dollar 

0.708 


GB StcrlUng 



DE Mark 



CH Franc 

0.5422 


FR Franc 



JP Yen 

ESSl 


NL Guilder 

0.4098 


IT Lira 

0.4668 



Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR SUN- 
DAY, DECEMBER 1, 
1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll 
Righter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21. to 
April 19) Be more con- 
cerned today with tbe spir- 
itual side of life since you 
have been too materialist. 
Reach a balance in foe. 
davs ahead and thereby 
you will discover that you 
can gain internal peace 
and contentment for your 
loved ones. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Personal aims 
seem difficult to materi- 
alise, however if you keep 
an aggressive posture 
towards your career activi- 
ties. you will notice a 
prosperous outcome. -With 
time you get good results 
and notice much success. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21.1 You may find it 
difficult to get out today 
from under certain condi- 
tions which you do not 
like. Persevere for fine 
results in the days ahead 
and thereby you will gain 
foe admiration of bigwigs 
and fellow associates. 
MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Han 
die foe difficulties which 
are connected with your 
personal aims, so that you 
can receive much success 
Try to be more self-reliant 
and not so dependant upon 
foe opinions or methods of 
operation of others. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) This is not a good day 
today to try to reconcile 
with one who is an outside 
fellow associate or ally, 
otherwise you will notice 
that you are proceeding 
backwards. You can await 
a better day for there to be 
prosperous results. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) You are 
studying into new interests 
today, which is fine, how- 
ever it is not to take any 
[)£&on just yet: since .yoq 
will have time to spare: 
(bfaafcer this evening you can 
spend some quality time 
with your loved ones. - 
LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) This is a good 
day to study business 
methods with fellow asso- 
ciates and determine the 
best options you have to 
make any business activi- 
ties more prosperous, 
Don’t bring up any sore 
points this evening with 
the one vou love. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21 ) You may 
find that a fellow associate 
today stubborn as you are. 
so you had better compro- 
mise and reach some 
mutual decision. Later this 
evening you can go out on 
the town with close friends 
and have a wonderful 
time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove 
raber 22 to December 21) 
You may find it difficult to 
get career activities com- 
pleted. however keep 
plugging at them and you 
will notice favourable 
results. Improve your 
health and thereby you can 
handle any difficult situa- 
tions with great ease. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) If 
you get into amusements 
with others today, act in a 
gracious and charming 
manner and everyone will 
be happy. Later this 
evening you can get 
together with fellow asso- 
ciates and devise a method 
of operation for being suc- 
cessful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Study 
affairs at home today and 
make sure you do nothing 
which could disturb your 
loved ones there. Tonighr 
will be a good time to 
make arrangements to visit 
other close friends and 
have a good time together. 
PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Be soothing to 
an outside fellow associate 
who is having a rough 
time and could be quite 
depressed, thereby in foe 
days ahead you will notice 
a change in turn or 'her. 
Laier this evening meet 
with a bigwig and discuss 
any tasks. 
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Birthstone of December: 
Turquoise — Zircon. 
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Business & Finance 

Irish company pulls plug 
on proud Dutch Fokker 


AMSTERDAM (R) — A 
Northern Irish company that 
makes wings for Fokker has 
effectively pulled the plug 
on over 75 years of proud 
Dutch plane-making tradi- 
tion. 

Fokker, one of the great 
names in pioneering avia- 
tion history’, was declared 
bankrupt in March after 
nicking up huge losses, but 
had limped on in the hope of 
a Insr-minute rescue. 

As Dutch, Russian and 


Canadian suitors decided 
against taking on Fokker. 
thousands of skilled workers 
walked away to find jobs 
elsewhere and deadlines 
came and went, hopes of 
salvaging something from 
Fokker ’s wreckage rested 
on takeover talks w ith South 
Korea's Samsung Aero- 
space. 

But on Thursday. Sam- 
sung told the Dutch govern- 
ment, a minority Fokker 
shareholder, that it needed 



Deposits in Jordanian banks rise 

DEPOSITS in Jordanian bank have risen by JD 

154.700.000 in the first nine months of this year, according 
to sources at the Central Bank of Jordan. The sources said 
deposits in Jordanian hanks at the end of the third quarter of 
this year totalled JD 5.942.200.000, compared to JD 

5.787.500.000 at the beginning of the year <A1 Ra’ii. 

Jordanian fair opens in Beirut 


** A JORDANIAN industrial fair was Friday opened in 
Beirut by Lebanese Economy and Commerce Minister 
Yassin Jaber. A total of 110 Jordanian companies are par- 
ticipating in the fair, organised by the Jordan Export Devel- 
opment and Commercial Centres Corporation (JEDCCOl. 
In a statement at the opening ceremony, Mr. Jaber said the 
fair comes in implementation of a trade agreement signed 
between the two countries, noting that several Lebanese 
fairs were held in Amman. Expressing hope that the fair 
will pave the way for holding more such exhibits of Jor- 
danian industries in Beirut, he said the Lebanese govern- 
ment has extended an invitation to the Kingdom to take pan 
in Tripoli Internationa! Fair which is being prepared to 
become a permanent industrial exhibition of products of 
various world countries. The minister underlined the 
importance of such fairs, saying they will surely lead to 
enhancing inter-Arab relations and enabling Arab countries 
to establish economic integration ( AI Ra'i & A1 Aswaq). 

Factory in service of local community 

THE NUMBER of Jordan Cement -Factories Company 
employees who come from the Balqa Govemorate totals 
700. who represent about 65 per cent of the total number of 
employees in the company's factory in Fuheis. Factory 
Director Ifraz Halaseh said the company was keen to inter- 
act with and help areas surrounding the factory and to give 
priority in employment and training to residents of these 
areas. Mr. Halaseh said the company annually allocates 
large sums of its annual budgets to help the surrounding 
areas, especially Al Fuheis city, through providing financial 
assistance to municipal, cultural and voluntary councils and 
organisations. During the past nine months, he said, the 
company provided AJ Fuheis and Mahcs municipalities 
with JD 45.000 and helped in establishing several public 
facilities, including a sports club. He said that the company 
has allocated JD 24.5 million to supply lire factory with 
equipment needed to protect the environment, t AI Ra'i). 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



“My husband is too tired for romance. 
Got any perfume with caffeine 
in the fumes?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and MAe ArgWon 


Unscramble Lhe$e (our Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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VVHAT A PERFECT 
R MR OF SHOES 
ARE TO A MARA- 
THON RUNNER. 

Now arrange the circled leners to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here I iD [ J l X XJ 

finnnarc inmnrmwl 


Jumbles: 

Answer: 


(Answers tomorrow) 

SIXTY OPERA MIDWAY VOLUME 
How the carwash worker (ell al Ihe end o 
the day -WIPED OUT 


another month before being 
able to decide whether or 
not to take Fokker over. 

That wit. the final straw 
fur Belfast-based Shorts, 
part of Canadian plunemak- 
er Bombardier, which 
makes the wings for Fokker 
F-70 and F-1U0 regional 
jets. 

Despite Dutch state pleas 
and requests for British gov- 
ernment intervention, Shorts 
said it could no longer keep 
production lines open to 
supply Fokker wings. 

Court-appointed adminis- 
trators who had been run- 
ning Fokker on a skeleton 
staff of 650 for months said 
it would cost too much and 
take too long to try and get a 
deal with an alternative 
wing supplier and Samsung 
said it would not bear any 
additional costs resulting 
from iLs delay in making a 
final decision. 

While administrators, 
government ministers and 
Fokker workers clung to 
vague hopes that a white 
knight may yet ride in to 
pull Fokker from the brink, 
the compuiy (hat developed 
125 different kinds of air- 
craft is expected to deliver 
its last plane and shur its 
dours in May. 

On Thursday, a tired-look- 
ing Hans Wijers. Dutch eco- 
nomic affairs minister, told 
reporters he could not rule 
out the possibility of a new 
bidder emerging, but this 
was highly unlikely. 

“If no serious candidate 
comes forward then liquida- 
tion becomes inevitable at a 
certain moment," he said. 
“But 1 would add that, what- 
ever happens, aeroplanes 
will continue to be built 
until May.” 

“You must never rule out 
the possibility of other can- 


didates emerging... But I 
must say the chances have 
become much smaller as a 
result of the events of the 
last few weeks," he said, 
adding that if no new candi- 
date did come forward then 
what was left of Fokker 
would be broken up and 
sold off. 

Fokker, founded in 1919 
by Dutch aviation pioneer 
Anthony Fokker. is one of 
the oldest names in the 
industry and its F27 Friend- 
ship Turboprop. launched in 
1957, was one of the indus- 
try’s biggest commercial 
successes 

But in recent years Fokker 
struggled to achieve finan- 
cial stability and swapped 
industry partners several 
times. 

In 1993 Daimler Benz 
Aerospace (DAS A ) paid 
686 million guilders ($398.8 
million) for a 51 per cent 
stake in Fokker but, despite 
job cuts and tight cost con- 
trol, depressed world air- 
craft markets and a weak 
dollar saw the company sink 
deeper into loss. 

In January 1996. Daimler 
said it could no longer bear 
Fokker's huge losses and 
cut off all financial support, 
forcing the company into 
bankruptcy two months 
later. 

For its part, Samsung 
appears to have missed the 
chance to resurrect Fokker 
and use it as a springboard 
to becoming a major player 
in the global aerospace 
industry'. 

The Dutch government 
had indicated it would pro- 
vide fresh capita! and help 
develop a new ] 25-seat 
regional jet, but Samsung 
balked at demands for long- 
term job guarantees in the 
Netherlands. 


Tietmeyer says no change 
in German interest rates 


BONN (AFP) — The pres- 
ident of the Bundesbank, 
Hans Tiermeyer, said he 
sees no reason at present to 
linker with the German 
Central Bank's interest 
rales, in an interview to 
appear Monday. 

“In the short term, I don't 
see any reason to modify 
the rates,” Mr. Tietmeyer 
told the weekly magazine 
Der Spiegel. But he added 
that German interest rates 
may not yet have bottomed 
out. The Bundesbank’s key 
rates are at their historic 
lowest level. 

“We are of course going 
to check in the months to 
come if the interest rates 
are appropriate , but l see no 
reason to raise the rates in 
the foreseeable future .” 


Mr. Tietmeyer rejected 
out of hand the recent sug- 
gestion by some French 
politicians and Bank of 
France insiders that the 
German mark should come 
down against the dollar. 

He went on to say that he 
had no objection to the dol- 
lar growing “a little 
stronger,” but said the dol- 
lar was currently at a more 
reasonable rate aguinst the 
mark than it had beeen in 
the past. 

He defended the strong 
mark’s position in Europe 
against charges that it made 
German exports more 
expensive, arguing that the 
high level of the currency 
allowed the country to 
avoid importing inflation. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, December 1, 1996 


Gulf states discuss ways 
to supply gas to Europe 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Gulf Arab states arc dis- 
cussing ways to supply 
natural gas to the European 
Union (EU) following their 
recommendations on such 
sales during a gas confer- 
ence in Qatar this month, 
an official said on Satur- 
day. 

The six Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) states and 
their main economic part- 
ner. the EU, are planning to 
carry out a study on how to 
transport gas to the Euro- 
peans as the region has no 
pipelines, said Anwar 
Abdullah, director of the 
Oil and Gas Department at 
the Riyadh-based GCC 
secretariat. 

"There are plans now to 
conduct a study in cooper- 


ation with the EU and the 
industrial sector on the best 
means to transport natural 
gas to the EU." Mr. Abdul- 
lah told the United Arab 
Emirates ( UAE) economic 
weekly Emirates Today. 

“Proposals in that study 
will be presented to the 
joint energy team, which 
will meet in the first half of 
1997 to discuss such a - 
move and to follow up the 
implementation of the rec- 
ommendations at the con- 
ference in Qatar,” he said. 

The GCC, a major oil 
and gas power, currently 
does not export natural gas 
to the EU. which gets most 
of its supplies from Russia 
and Algeria. 

But tiie UAE started this 
year to supply the EU with 


liquefied natural gas after 
an expansion in its main 
LNG complex created a 
large surplus. 

Industry sources said any 
sasline from the GCC to 
the EU has to puss through 
Jordan. Syria and Turkey 
or under the Mediterranean 
to bypass Turkish territory. 
It could also travel through 
Iraq and Turkey. 

The six GCC members 
— Saudi Arabia, Kuwait. 
Qatar. Bahrain. Oman and 
the UAE — have around 
21 trillion cubic metres of 
natural gas, nearly 15 per 
cent of the total global gas 
reserves. 

.Around one third of the 
GCC reserves are in Qatar, 
which experts expect to be 
the main supplier to the EU 


as its resources are mostly 
unassociated with oil, mak- 
ing such supplies much 
cheaper. 

Qatar is also expected to 
supply some of its partners 
in the GCC with natural 
gas through a proposed 
pipeline distribution net- 
work. 

“There is a desire by the 
EU to diversify their gas 
supply sources and we 
have a desire to supply the 
EU with gas," Mr. Abdul- 
lah said. 

He said the gas reserves 
in the GCC — a 15-year- 
old economic, defence and 
political alliance — could 
last around 200 years. 


riNAKCZAZ, KR1UCBT 
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PA£T 12 

MONTHS 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV . 

NO. 

NO. OF 

VALUE 

OPEN 





LOW 




OF 

SHARES 

TRADED 

PRICE 

PRICE 








TRANS. 


JD 




T 

252. 500 205.000 

ARAB BANE 

14.2 

1.35 

34 

6200 

1591050 

252.50 




1.250 

.880 

MID. EAST INV.BTC. 

70.9 

o.ao 

41 

26400 

28278 

l.DS 




2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

5.1 

6.27 

3 

500 

1110 

2.19 

2.22 



5.250 

4.250 

THE BOUSING BE. 

12.7 

2.90 

7 

4165 

19655 

4.68 

4.76 

.08* 


1.040 

2.440 

JQR . KUWAIT BANK 

18.1 

0.00 

14 

40756 

102241 

2.50 




2.200 

.880 

JOR.GOLr SANX 

5.8 

7.22 

2 

1000 

965 

.97 

.97 



4. 180 

3.380 

JOR. ISLAMIC DANE 

18.2 

0.00 

5 

478 

1810 

3.72 




3.380 

1.800 

BEIT.AL-KAL (BEITMAJ 

1.2 

8.06 

1 

150 

279 

1.84 

1.B6 

.02* 


5.850 

4.450 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

24.2 

O.OC 

5 

346 

1608 

4.45 

4.67 



1.590 

1.000 

PKILADEL.INV.BK. 

9 

0.00 

17 

5167 

6784 

1.30 

1.33 

.03* 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 196.03 XCHG: 

*2.15 

129 

85162 

1753780 




9 

1.850 

1.440 

ARABIAN SEAS 1NSUR. 

10.2 

5.40 


605 

841 

1.44 

1.39 

.05- 


2.910 

1.830 

JOR FRENCH INSDR. 

S. 5 

10.31 

11 

3650 

6933 

1.90 

1.94 

.04* 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 118.28 XCHG: 

*0.02 

13 

4255 

7773 





1.900 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.7 

7.10 

67 

63971 

106873 

1.63 

1.69 

.06* 


9.250 

8.000 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.2 

2.0b 

2 

879 

7032 

8.00 

B.00 



1.560 

1.210 

IRBIO ELECTRICITY 

9.4 

6.94 

2 

120 

173 

1.44 

1.4-: 

- 


6.050 

4.200 

ARAB INTL. HOTELS 

17.5 

2.91 

1 

400 

1764 

4.20 

4.41 

.21* 


2.BOO 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

11-0 

7.69 

1 

1000 

2600 

2.54 

2.60 

.06* 


1.960 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

g 

0.00 

97 

70300 

B8464 

1.21 

1.27 

.06* 


1.260 

.580 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

32.3 

0.00 

2 

600 

375 ■ 

.61 

-63 

.02+ 


.BOO 

.660 

MACH. EQP . RENT. HAIR . 

g 

0.00 

1 

500 

335 

.71 

.67 

. .04- 


2.300 

1.550 

KID. EAST HOTELS 

71.1 

0.00 

7 

28S0 

4661 

1.58 

1.65 

.07* 

T 

3.690 

3.130 

ARAB IHTL.1NV.ED0C. 

14.7 

5.3B 

11 

2950 

10B01 

3.69 

3.72 

.03* 


1.270 

.960 

LARXA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

< 

1150 

1254 

1.07 

1.09 

.02* 


2.430 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

9.7 

5.41 

21 

7950 

14514 

1.76 

l.BS 

.09+ 


1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

E 

0.00 

2 

1500 

1380 

.90 

.92 

.02* 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 113.19 XCHG: 

*2.BS 

218 

154170 

240232 





3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

19.5 

2.93 

30 

17085 

58090 

3.32 

3.41 

.09* 


3.550 

2.710 

JOR . PHOSPHATE MINES 

33.4 

0.00 

2 

550 

1690 

3.04 

3.10 

.06* 


10.550 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REF2 NARY 

9.5 

8.54 

10 

640 

6009 

9.40 

9.37 

.03- 


1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

57.3 

0.00 

18 

10250 

13287 

1 .28 

1.29 

-01+ 


3.750 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AC R. 

27.8 

0.00 

. 3 

569 

1177 

1.97 

2.07 

.10+ 


4.870 

3.040 

ARAB PHARH. MAN? . 

18.9 

5.81 

67 

25926 

89076 

3.28 

3.44 

-16* 


6. 450 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

7.7 

4.03 

1 

600 

3720 

6.15 

6.20 

.05+ 


2.600 

2.0S0 

JORDAN DAIRY 

13.2 

6.94 

1 

500 

1080 

2.15 

2.16 

.01+ 


2.400 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES KA5FCT. 

9.0 

7.36 

9 

2300 

3715 

1.58 

1.63 

.05+ 


12.650 

8.450 

ARAB CHZM. DTREGN. 

23.2 

3.53 

1 

200 

1700 

8.50 

8.50 

- . 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX* 114.12 XCHG: 

♦1.47 

601 

453606 

594328 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 152.89 XCSG; 

*1.89 

961 

697193 

2596113 
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.790 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

22.5 

0.00 

7 

2750 

1540 

.57 

.56 

.01- 


.800 

.510 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

IS. 2 

0.00 

44 

73650 

41848 

.55* 

.57 

.02 + 

N 

.950 

.440 

NATL . COMBER . CENTERS 

E 

0.00 

22 

29200 

16475 

.55 

.56 

.01+ 


.930 

.700 

UNION INV. 50» 

70.8 

0.00 

60 

126750 

30320 

.72 

.74 

.02+ 


1.110 

.370 

ARAB FIB. INVEST. 


0.00 

4 

13000 

5720 

.42 

.44 

.02+ 

N 

.950 

.690 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75 X 

16.5 

o.ao 

24 

30285 

14536 

.72 

.73 

.01+ 


.640 

.340 

JOR . I NDS . MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

4 

6500 

2535 

.37 

.39 

.02+ 


.860 

.510 

ARAB FOOD K MED. 

S 

0.00 

7 

3700 

2477 

.64 

.66 

.02+ 


1.760 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

Z 

0.00 

5 

1450 

2045 

1.41 

1.41 

- 


.700 

.450 

ARAB INTL.INV.TRD. 

9 

0.00 

3 

7500 

3675 

.47 

.49 

.02+ 


1.000 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

26 

26450 

16051 

.SB 

.60 

.02+ 


1.100 

.400 

NATL.KULT . ENG. KAMI CO 

E 

0.00 

7 

15250 

7168 

.45 

.47 

.02+ 


.810 

.430 

rZAYZAZ DIES S MOULDS 

K 

0.00 

3 

1000 

490 

.49 

.49 

- 


l.OBO 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

o.ao 

21 

11700 

9041 

.75 

. .77 

.02+ 


.780 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 

0.00 

2 

400 

200 

.48 

.50 

.02+ 


1.330 

1.020 

DNIOM TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 


1000 

840 

1.07 

1.09 

.02+ 


.840 

.570 

RAZI PHARM. 65* 

E 

0.00 

12 

9946 

2784 

.60 

.63 

.03+ 


.830 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

27.7 

0.00 

19 

31300 

14085 

.43 

.45 

.02+ 


1.430 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 

0.00 

12 

B951 

7272 

-80 

.81 

.01+ 


.880 

. S90 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

3 

11500 

7655 

.66 

.67 

.01+ 

N 

.950 

.800 

ARAB I NT. FOOD FACT. 

S9.0 

0.00 

1 

500 

420 

.80 

.84 

.04+ 

N 

1.500 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

8.6 

0.00 

48 

50800 

36949 

.71 

.73 

.02+ 

GRAND TOTAL 





335 

463582 

224124 





i t New 12 nonetia high 
6 i New 12 aontha low 
N i Llated during the pace 12 mantha 
P i P/E ratio la 100 or nor* 
g < Negative P/E 

E i Earning la zero or X/A for the moat 
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Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Also in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani. second door, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms In AI Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profession*) Quality] in 
I Hour Service 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


• J 1 


lot* 


30% 


20 x 30 cm 


-CLEANING SERVICES 
HOMEOFFICES. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

•MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATFn'G SYSTEMS*: 
PLUMBING 

-FOR RENT: 
DELUXE VILLAS AND 
FLATS. (FURNISHED! 
UNFURNISHED 



Sbmcncni Opp. Grindlayi 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefich tel: 823891 


TEL 829S82-829883 




I E A L ESTATE 


FOR 
P RENT 

| Deluxe Villas 


m 


Deluxe Villas 
t- 

Appanmems 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax* 864231 


■■*■**■ 



*** 


OLVfflPIA 

HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES. 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 

SINCE 1985 

f SPECIAL PRICES A 
TOR LONGTERM - STAYj 


-ABDOUN- 

TEL. 810150, FAX 827113 



crown hora. 


i 

- INDOOR HEATED' 
SWIMMING POOL 

- SRUNB , JACUZZI* 

& MASSAGE 
FITNESS ROOM 

TENNIS 0 SQUASH 
COURTS 

TEL 758180 
RADIO & TO STATION RD.f 




FOR RENT 

DELUXE VILLAS .AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 




TEL : 6993 69 
FAX : 704414 


Hapw \ 

potciocUc • 
Sotted & SdtoeU 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10A.M- 1A.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Umm tJthaixxa 
belaind San Rock 
Hotel 


* FOR YOUR |i 
i Advertisement i 


HS in JSIII 

r Jordan 
Times fc 



| 667171 ext. 223 | 


R.e&t£U€/lG4*t 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
£ Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 814118. 
Mecca St. Daoud Center 


L. .. 



















1st Division Basketball Championship 

Ahli, Orthodoxi meet tonight 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The country's 
all-time basketball rivals.. 
Ai Ahli and A! Orthodoxi. 
meet Sunday to conclude 
the preliminary round of 
the First Division 
Basketball Championship. 

With the introduction this 
season of the playoff sys- 
tem. die result of tonight's 
match does not have any 
bearing on the title hopes of 
both unbeaten teams as the 
top four teams in the pre- 
liminaries qualify- to play a 
two-leg playoff the winner 
of which will be crowned 
champion. 

Nevertheless, that fact 
will not lessen the enthusi- 
asm of fans and officials of 
both teams who have dom- 
inated the Kingdom's bas- 
ketball scene for the past 
decades. 

The match, scheduled to 
start at 6:15 p.m. at the 
Sports Palace, will be pre- 
ceded bv the women's 


inaugural All-Star tourna- 
ment (see separate story]. 

AJ Orthodoxi’s officials 
undoubtedly have a more 
relaxed feeling to tonight's 
match with their team hav- 
ing shown a more convinc- 
ing form winning their pre- 
vious matches. 

While having a hard time 
subduing third-placed AI 
Jazireh. AI Orthodoxi 
finally won the match with 
a strong showing and a 
result of 95-S3. 

The rest of their results 
were a 77-57 win over AI 
Jalil, 133-54 win over AI 
Yarmouk. and 143-40 win 


over AI Watani. 

AI Ahli. on the other 
hand, came back from an 
1 1 point deficit to beat AI 
Jazireh 63-60. They also 
had a tough time beating 
fourth-placed AI Jalil 78- 
70. They beat A I Watani 
1 13-45. AJ Yarmouk 74-37. 

AI Ahli’s younger lineup 
will be facing AI Orthodoxi 
in the absence of their top 
stars — Marwan Ma’touq. 
Yousef Zaghloul and Naser 
Bushnaq. 

AJ Orthodoxi are also 
represented by young play- 
ers. like Ihab Msih and 
Fadi Saqqa, however the 


learn is led by powerful 
veteran Hilal Barakat. 

As the preliminaries con- 
clude tonight, the playoffs 
will begin Dec. 5. 

Meanwhile the two other 
teams, newcomers AI 
Yarmouk and AI Watani. 
will play another round the 
loser of which will auto- 
matically drop to the sec- 
ond division while the win- 
ner will face the second 
division runner-up in a 
match the winner of which 
gets to keep their place in 
the first division while the 
loser drops to the second 
division. 


Team £ 

W 

L 

SE 

SA 

fits 


Orthodoxi 

4 

4 

- 

448 

234 

8 

Ahli 

4 

4 

_ 

328 

212 

8 

Jazireh 

4 

2 

2 

337 

277 

6 

Jalil 

4 

1 

3 

291 

308 

5 

♦Yarmouk 

3 

- 

3 

178 

310 

3 

♦Watani 

3 

- 

3 

143 

384 

3 


*Al Yarmouk and At Watani have a postponed match 


Jansher angers officials 
with late withdrawal 


CARDIFF (R) — World 
number one Jansher Khan 
has angered squash officials 
by pulling out of a top-rank- 
ing international tournament 
starting in Bombay this 
weekend ai die last minute. 

"This late withdrawal will 
have to be vigorously 
reviewed.” said Professional 
Squash Association (PSA] 
Executive Director John 
Niniick in a statement Friday. 

A fax from Jansher was 
received at the PSA offices 
Thursday in which the player 
said he was pulling out 
because of security concerns 
atld threats to hfS safety, 
is she fourth time this 


year Jansher has withdrawn 
from a PSA world tour event. 
Two years ago he also with- 
drew from the inaugural 
Mahindra challenge tourna- 
ment in Bombay saying 
organisers were unable to 
satisfy his security require- 
ments as a high profile 
Muslim in a city where 
volatile politics often revolve 
around religious affiliation. 

Sheila Cooksley. PSA world 
tour director, said the with- 
drawal would be investigated 
as a violation of PSA rule. 

"Players may not withdraw, 
other than with injuries, from a 
tournament after the entry 
deadline is passed," she said. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

A mulli-concept American fast food company is looking for 
an executive secretary for their regional office in Sweifieh. 
The applicant should be fluent in Arabic and English and be 
computer literate with an emphasis on Microsoft Word. 
Please call 668326 from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Monday and Tuesday 


FOR RENT 

Furnished and Unfurnished 

Three bedrooms apartments 
Central heating and telephone. 
Location: SHMEISANI, near Birds' Garden. 
Owner Tel: 667862. Fax: 663002 


Fully Furnished & Equipped Apartment 
Near Central Shmeisani 

Spacious apartment is newly furnished, used only one 
year, nice modem European style. 

Located opposite U.N. Office Amman-Shmeisani, 2nd 
floor, nice views. Consists of: 3 bedrooms. 4 bathrooms, 
family room with TV and fireplace, spacious living room 
with dining comer, fully equipped large kitchen, two 
balconies, central heating, lift, reliable utilities. 

Ready for tenancy by the end of December 1 996. 
Interested tenants only please call: 079-24204 
between 9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m. 




Amman 

PRESENTS 

The Annual Christmas Classical Choir 
ON Wednesday . Thursday , Saturday and 
Sunday 

the Jth^th' 7 th and gth 0 f December 1996 
at 8 pm in the Royal Cultural Centre 

Enuno. T£-detaHs-pl£.a&e_cfilk. 

The YTf'CA 641 119/64 1793 

Ticket Price: JD 4 

■ ■ CINEMA TEL: 634144 

A \ PHILADELPHIA 


TWISTER 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 




PAMELA RNDEAS0N...in 

BARB WIRE 


Broncos’ great season 
could be better 


NEW YORK (AP) — Denver's John El way. one of the 
American National Football League's masters at using the 
clock, has played the season like time is running out on him. 

Having one of the best years of his 14 in the league. Elway 
has the opportunity to put his team into a better position for 
the NFL playoffs with a victory Sunday against the Seattle 
Seahawks. 

The Broncos can not only win their division Sunday, they 
also can earn a first-round bye in the playoffs and homcfield 
advantage throughout the postseason. 

‘*Our goal since summer camp was to win the AFC West 
(Division!,” said Denver coach Mike Shanahan, whose 
Broncos have only lost a three-point decision to Kansas City 
in their 1 l-l season so far. ‘“We’re going to take first things 
first. All l know is we play a team that beat us in our backyard 
last year, so we've got something to prove.” 

Last Dec. 10, Denver jumped out to a 30-0 lead, but Seattle 
rallied for 21 fourth-quarter points in a 31-27 victory. The 
Broncos haven't lost at home since, posting six straight wins. 

A victory Sunday would give the Broncos the AFC West 
title. A victory combined with a loss by Pittsburgh (which 
plays at Baltimore) would earn the Broncos a first-round bye. 
Denver also could earn a bye with a victory if Buffalo and 
New England both lose. Finally, the Broncos would earn 
homefield advantage with a victory and with losses by Buffalo 
and Pittsburgh. 

In other games Sunday, it’s Arizona at Minnesota, Buffalo at 
Indianapolis, Chicago at Green Bay, Cincinnati at 
Jacksonville, New York Giants at Philadelphia, Tampa Bay at 
Carolina, Houston at the New York JeLs. Miami at Oakland, 
Sl Louis at New Orleans, and New' England at San Diego. 

Monday night. San Francisco plays at Atlanta. 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

OilJ) TAM ^KD. «c 

A DOUBLE SPOONFUL OF LUCK 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 
* J4 
7 Void 
CJ8T653 
+ A K 1053 

WEST EAST 

* Q 10 9 6 A K 5 2 

7AJ2 7 KQ 107543 

•J Q 3 C- K 

*97-12 *86 



SOUTH 
* AS 73 
9906 
a 10 9 4 
+ QJ 

The bidding: 

WEST NORTH EAST 

Pom 

ZNT Pan 

Pbm 

47 Pnm 

Pass 

Poh Pom 


Opening Lead: Ten of * « 

In a performance which mipht 
never be equalled, Knystof Lasocki 
and Piotr Gawrya won the Euro- 
pean Pair Championship. On their 
way to the title, they topped the 
field in each of the three qualifying 
rounds! To complete a stupendous 
performance by their country. Pal- 
ish pairs also won the Senior Pairs, 
Brand Musters Invitation Pairs and 
Philip Morris B Pairs for a clean 
sweep of the cvcnL 


Lasocki and Gawrjra have been a 
force in world bridge for some 
years. Their latest achievement was 
a combination of brilliant play, 
some gifts from the opponents and 
a dollop of luck. Here b an example 
of the I J tier. 

Lasocki's two-no-trump opening 
bid showed a minor two-suiter nod 
Gowrys's jump to four diamond:: 
was natural and invitational. When 
Lasocki elected to cue-bid four 
hearts. Gawrys decided that there 
had to be play for slam. 

With any other lead, declarer 
would hove had an cany lime. When 
Wert found the toad of the ten of 
spade*, declarer won in trouble. The 
Grrt trick was taken with the ace, a 
heart was ruffed in dummy and the 
jack of diamonds was led, covered 
by the king and won with the ace 
Since there was a certain trump 
loser, declarer, had to avoid losing n 
spade to get home. 

The queen and jack nf dubs were 
cashed, a heart was ruffed on the 
table and declarer discarded two 
spades on the tho ace nnri king nf 
dubs When West had to follow u» 
all four clubs and East could not 
ruff, Lhc slam was in the bug. 
Declarer's last spade went on the 
fifth duh. and a trump was the only 
loser. 


FURNISHED 2ND FLOOR FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon, dining 
room and sitting room, wide entrance, wide kitchen 
with Jorsal wood equipped , house maid's room with 
its bathroom, private phone, central heating, new 
Italian furniture with American electrical equipment. 
Location: Al-Rawnaq, after 7th Circle, Airport 
Highway, near Al-Tifel Hospital. i 

Home Tel: 814958 j 


CINEMA 


TEL* 699238 


CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD ”1” 

INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15,10:45 


Preparation for 17th Asian Championship begins 
with women ’s All-Star basketball tourney today 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — With every participation in regional or 
international competitions, a simultaneous fundraising 
campaign is part of the game. 

The Kingdom’s inaugural women's basketball All-Star 
tournament, which kicks off tonight, is again the start of 
such a campaign after the decision of the Jordan 
Basketball Federation (JBF) to regroup the women's 
national team for a possible participation in the 17th 
Asian Basketball Championship due to be held in 
Bangkok April 27, 1997. 

Members of the national team will contest the All-Star 
tourney and have been divided into two teams. They will 
be wearing the logos of their first two sponsors — 
Babiche and Today. 

The tourney will include three matches on Dec. 1. 5. 
and 12 preceding the men's first division matches at the 
Sports Palace. 


Borussia 
Dortmund 
thwarted 
in bid to 
go top 

BONN tR> — Borussia 
Dortmund's hopes of going 
top of the German First 
Division were thwarted 
when they were held to a 1- 
1 draw at home by 
Hamburg Friday. 

Karsten Baeron's 79th 
minute equaliser for 
Hamburg — his fifth goal 
of the season — stopped 
Borussia from leading the 
standings for the first time 
since they clinched the 
league title on May IS. 

Borussia had to be con- 
tent with moving up to sec- 
ond spot, one point behind 
Bayern Munich who meet 
third-placed VFB Stuttgart 
on Sunday....- 

Borussia. missing !w s!ws- 
pended defender Juergen 
Kohler and injured play- 
maker Andy Moeller, dom- 
inated the first half in front 
of a capacity crowd of 
55.000 but scorned three 
good scoring chances in the 
space of a few minutes. 
Captain Michael Zorc and 
Heiko Herrlich (twice) 
were the culprits. 

Lars Ricken eventually 
broke the deadlock in the 
23rd minute after being fed 
by Matthias Summer. 

“We lost the chance to go 
top because we missed so 
many good opportunities to 
score.” said disappointed 
Borussia coach Ottmar 
Hitzfcld. 

But Hamburg coach Felix 
Magath felt his side 
deserved their point: “We 
were too nervous in the 
first half and it showed.” he 
said. “But it was a different 
storv in the second half." 


Team officials say while players were called to start 
training over a month ago. the unavailability of a practice 
court has hindered setting fixed practice dates and times 
_ a fact that seriously hinders their training programme 

for the Asian Championship- 
The players include: (Babiche team) Rana Husseini, 
Rania Dajani, Tetyana Qardan. Tala Mauge. HaJa 
Muheisen. Sir.su Ahaza, Samar Banna. Randa Sayegh. 
Tala Abu Shmeis. Dana Abu Sham. Sahar MdanaL Ellen 
Shaddad, Nour Kayyal. and Zein Sh'asha’a. 

Today team: tndeira Qasesieh. Hind Ghouri. Tamara 
Khadra, Dima Shadid. Sirsu Naghaway. Hala Ghattas, - 
Ruwa Hijazi. Yara Kheir. Lubna Masri. Shireen Bisheh, 
Luma Abu Judum. Karol kirreh. Najwa Shiber. and 
Rawan Stetieh. 



Patrice Loko of Paris SL Germain (R> runs at the Caen defence as Ral (L) also of 
PSG and Stephane Dedebant of Caen (C) look on in their French league soccer match 
I Reuters photo) 

PSG reclaim lead with 3-1 away win 


PARIS (R) — Paris Saint- 
Germain snatched back the 
leiid'in the French division 
from Monaco when they 
came from behind to beat 
lowly Caen 3-1 away 
Friday. 

With Brazilian Leonardo 
inspirational in midfield, 
psg scored through 
Panama's Julio Cesar Dely 
Valdes, his eighth league 
goal of the season, and 
France midfielders Vincent 
Guerin and Bruno N’Gotty. 

"Mission accomplished, 
but with some scares and a 
team that only found itself 
after half an hour.” said 
PSG executive director 
Michel Denisot. 

“The championship is 
going to be hard fought up 
to the last day with Monaco. . 
Bordeaux and Auxcrre. who 
arc also in the fight whatev- 
er their couch says.” 

Monaco won 1-0 at 
Montpellier lo hold a two- 
point lead for 24 hours but 
PSG have now 42 points lo 
Monaco’s 41 after 20 
matches. 

Chadian playniuker 


Japhet N'Doram missed a' 
twice taken penalty hut 
ended op with a hat-trick as 
Nantes crushed 10-man 
Cannes 5-1 to become the 
biggest scorers in the divi- 
sion with 37 goals, one 
more than Monaco. 

Cannes were down to 10 
men from late in the first 
half when defender David 
Jemmali was sent off for a 
second bookable offence. 

With the score still 0-0 
after more than half an hour 
N'Doram missed the first 
penalty kick after he had 
been brought down but the 
referee ordered a retake 
because of encroachment 
by Cannes players. 

N'Doram had his second 
spot kick parried by goal- 
keeper Francois Lemasson 
but netted the rebound. 

The Chadian added fur- 
ther goals in The 50th and 
89th minutes while team- 
males Claude Makelele and 
Jocelyn Gourvennec also 
found the net as Names 
climbed to 1 0th after 
equalling P5G\ record run 
of 13 games unbeaten this 
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THE NEW TELEPHONE NUMBERS FOR SfiB€a 

WATER CO. 


(CUSTOMERS' SERVICE) 

TEL. : 5516938 - 5523984 
FAX. : 5516938 


PLRZR 


SEAN CONNERY.Jn 

THE ROCK 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15.8:30.10:30 


IDhoopie Goldberg ... in 

BOYS ON THE SIDE 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00,8:30, 10:30 


flmmoun Theatre & Cinema " 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
&, Hussein Tubeishat 
play starts 8:30 p.m 


season. 

Nancy's Gregory Wimbee 
became the first goalkeeper 
to score in the French first 
division in open play for 15 
years when he came up to 
snatch a last gasp equaliser 
from a corner in a 1-1 draw 
against Lens. 

Nancy squandered a first 
half penalty and one in four 
has been in the first division 
so far this season. 

Strasbourg striker David 
Ziteili was the only player 
to convert a penalty of the 
three awarded to help his 
side beat Lyon 3-0 and 
climb to third equal with 4 ; 
Bordeaux on 34 points. 

Ziteili scored twice, cull- 
ing his first goal straight in 
from a comer kick, to join 
Rennes' Stephane 

Guivarc'h as the division’s 
leading marksmen with 14 
each. 

Guivarc'h hit his side's 
only goal in a 3-1 defeat by 
bottom club nice who won 
for the first lime in 10 
games. 

Rennes are the worst trav- 
ellers with only two points 
out of a possible 33 away. 

Champions Auxerre rose 
one place to sixrh with their 
first league win in five 
matches. 1-0 away to Lille 
with a goal by striker Lilian 
Laslandes. They play their 
final European Champions' 
League game at home to 
Glasgow Rangers * - 

Wednesday. 

"We're off again. I had a 
rather restructured team. 
Our injured players worked 
well in solitude, allowing 
them to come back a bit 
sooner," said Auxerre coach 
Guy Roux. 

‘‘It was very important to 
win. Bastiu and Metz lost 
and we have recovered a bit 
ot ground, which will add 
•some spice to our match 
with Bordeaux next week. 

But let s not get carried 
away, it was a match of con- 
valescents.” 


( NabH & Hisham’s Theatre ^ 

V. TEL 625155 . ■ J 

PRESENTS. 

the satirical comedy 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Friday, Saturday & Sunday 

or reservation please call 

_ 625155 - 640155 / 


‘aii. 


I* 









Sports 


Cj houri. 

Shlr «n B ig . r 

|Wa ^.hn : 


World cup ski racers begin their training runs at the top of Peak Ten with a view of 
Breckenndge, Colorado in the background in preparation for world cup races (Reuters 
photo) 

Street has a target on her back 


iV 


* — LAKE LOUISE, Alberta (R> 
— World Cup downhill 
champion Pieabo Street, rac- 
} jug on one of her Favourite 
f hills, said Friday she'll have 
her hands rilled when she 
goes after a personal and 
professional three-peal. 

TVe been wearing the 
bulfseye and they've aii 
been chasing me for two 
years. I'll give it my best but 
if somebody else wins, 1*11 
let her wear the bullseye for 
a week and go chase her.’* 
Street said after her final 
raining run. 

She won the first World 
Cup race oF her career at 
Lake Louise in December 
1994 and went on to become 
(he first American skier to 
win a World Cup downhill 
_ : - title that season. She won 
hete again last season and. 
by season's end, had made it 
■ ■"•7^)1 - two straight crowns. She's 
won n * ne races * n die last 
", \‘ y f . two years. 
i'iSv’’ ) “T* 115 time it's tougher," 
the 25-year-old from Sun 
3S Kai il.uk Valley, Idaho. ‘“If I’m in the 
igue •mawnti top five. I’ll be very happy. I 
came here looking to be top 

m. 

• “A three-peat? It’s almost 

aV WID 100 much t0 a * 30ut - I 

•' just want to focus on skiing 
as well as I can. This hill’s 
been good to me ... And they. 

. rireo'f} Hr saj"‘tiiird rime's a charm’ so 
ic itN ivilk we'll see.” • h:.,-. 

n the Frrn.r Organisers have length- 
ii open plj\ v ened the course, going high- 
?n he canif- e r on the mountain for the"" 
.,„t ^ 512,1 and lengthening^me 

nier in j l ii ■ ■ ' » 


r ay wid 


1C ItN g-.vilk. 

n the Fftur 
ti open plj} v 
?n he camfi. 


bottom of the narrow run, 
making it a 2.8-kilometrc 
course. 

“They’ve made it a 
tougher course and that's 
appropriate because eveiy- 
one's skiing better.” 
Thursday, when she siood 
through the final 100 meters 
to the finish and was tied for 
seventh, she noted, “yeah, I 
had a good time bui I didn't 
ski well. I’ve got a few 
things to clean-up.” 

Alter her final run. where 
she again stood for the final 
50 meters and was tied for 
eighth, street said, “three 
days of training's brought 
me up to speed." 

The women have raced 
two world cup giant slaloms 
and a slalom so far with the 
first downhill — the flam- 
boyant Street's debut this 
season — and the inaugural 
Super-G Sunday at Lake 
Louise ski area. 

Surgery to remove bone 
spurs on the outside of each 
foot in June limited some of 
her pre-season training. So 
did a lack of snow in South 
America which wiped out 
one downhill and Super-G 
training camp, and poor,- 
weather which plagued 
another in Australia in 
August and September as 
she got back on her skis. 

“I love cpn iing here. You 
can rrckr'V roll all the way 
doy«L It just keeps flowing 
-rfrid flowing to the bottom.** 
German racer Katja 
Seizinger held a tight grip 


on the world cup downhill 
crown, winning three 

straight before street 

snatched the title in J 995 as 
she won six races. Seizinger. 
who also has won four 
straight Super-G champi- 
onships and is the reigning 
women's overall World Cup 
title-holder, will join street 
as one of the favourites for 
the first speed events of the 
season. 

“Oh, I think this course 
helps some of the bigger 
girls because the weight 
helps as we keep charging 
down the hill.” 

Seizinger won the first 
training run while Zelenska- 
ja, who lost on apparent vic- 
tory when a snowstorm 
raked Lake Louise a year,, 
ago, had the fastest training 
run Thursday and Friday.' 

The American shrugs at 
questions about any reported 
tiff with Seizinger. “what’s 
to say? This ;jeud’ has been 
pretty welj^over-writien. I 
respect .her and I think 

, Seiz]>‘'Yespects me..." 

St/eet races with a brown 
helmet painted — by her 
high school an instructor, 
John Blackman — to resem- 
ble a ram’s head, right down 
to the horns curling back 
past her ears to the side of 
each cheek. 

“It’s my sun sign. I’m, an 
Aries and i like the tough- 
ness of a ram. You've got to 
be tough in downhill," she 
said. 


-quanderd ^11 k ■ wM |» igS 

the ft* 

Avdiyenko named Russian senior coach 

ire 'inker i| 

is ’the or.!;> :1 MOSCOW. (R) — Viktor Avdiyenko, who coached human 'submarine' Denis Pankratov 
, .i penjlr- i 0 two Olympic butterfly titles in Atlanta, has been appointed senior trainer of the Russ- 
irded ian swimming team. Avdiyenko, who also guided Yevgeny Sadovy to three Olympic 
L\on > \ crowns in Barcelona four years ago, has said he worked out Pankratov’s technique of 
third njwi • J swimming under water for up to 30 metres. 

c „ k j m‘ Portugal’s Rui Costa to stay at Fiorentina 

,1 £*jl 

, nV r kid. ><• FLORENCE (R) — Ponugal midfielder Rui Costa said on Friday he had signed to stay at 
y* Italian First Division club Fiorentina until the year 2001. “I like it here and there was no 
j. ihf Jim**" reason to change clubs, because even if a lot of teams wanted me, no one wanted me as 
!jr | i <iiwn « c much as Fiorentina did," Costa told reporters after signing a new contract, said by Italian 
media to be worth two billion lire (51.3 million; a season.. “I trust this team's rnanage- 
• n bit i\>' ' meni and I am confident 1 can win everything I want here,” said Costa? 

r ■ • 

tb i'i^‘ " kl ; __ . tr • — . ^ 
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Rockets beat Celtics for 8th straight 
victory; Sonics beat Suns 


BOSTON (R) — Matt Mal- 
oney and Charles Barkley 
scored 18 points to lead the 
Houston Rockets to their 
eighth straight victory, a 
1 20-94 blowout of the 
Boston Celtics Friday. 

Hakeem Olajuwon — in 
his second game back after 
a three-game absence due 
to an irregular heartbeat — 
had 17 points and 13 
rebounds for the 14-1 
Rockets, who own the best 
record in the Western Con- 
ference. They entered the 
game tied with Chicago for 
die NBA’s best record. 

“Our spot shooting 

tonight was just outstand- 
ing," said Rockets coach 
Rudy Toinjanovich. 

“Defensively, we just want- 
ed to take away their high- 
perceniage plays.” 

In Detroit, ShaquiUe 

O’Neal had 27 points and 
1 1 rebounds and combined 
with Eddie Jones to score 
all of the Lakers' points in 
the fourth quarter as Los 
Angeles defeated the 
Detroit Pistons, 84-76. 

Nick Van Exel and Jones 
nailed consecutive three- 
pointers as the Lakers took 
the lead for good, 8-2, with 
9:28 left in the first quarter. 
Jones made 3-of-5 three- 
pointers, tying an NBA 
record with at least two 
three-'pointers in 22 straight 
games. He finished with 20 
points. 

“We just wanted to come 
in and play well,” O'Neal 
said. “We read the paper 
this morning. I kind of like 
a challenge. They said 
we’re going to foul him, 
moke him shoot jumpers, 
make him go to his finesse 
hand, like I can’t hit those 
shots. I just wanted to play 
my game and 1 did that.” 

In Dallas, Michael Jordan 
scored 36 points and Scot- 
tie Pippen added 32 and 
both keyed a pair of first- 
half runs as the Chicago 
Bulls Continued their domi- 
nation of the Dallas -Maver- 
ick^ with' a H6-97 victory. 

Jordan had eight of his 13 
first-quarter points in a 12- 
0 spurt that saw Chicago 
open a 26-14 advantage. 
Dennis Rodman grabbed 12 
of his 19 rebounds in the 
opening quarter for tbe 
Bulls. 

“Pm happy about our 
winning,” Jordan said. 

In Denver, Sana Mitchell 
scored six of his 12 points 
in the final 90 seconds and 
rookie Stephen Marbury 
had a career-high 30 points 
as the Minnesota Timber- 
wolves snapped a six-game 
road losing streak with a 
108-103 triumph dver the 
Denver Nuggets. 

Antonio McDyess scored ‘ 
a career-high 34 points for 
Denver, which fell io 1-2 
under new coach Dick 
Motta. 


Enqvist 
’ levels 

Davis Cup 
tie 

The; i*- 

P-% luO MALMO, Sweden (R> — 
• 111lL fa / Sweden’s top player Thomas 
Enqvist levelled the Davis 
■ jl jojin * Cup final against France Fri- 
irii/n ,rri ' when he beat Amaud 

j pjjjto Boelsch in straight sets, 
jiuit. il Earlier, Stefan Edberg had 
,«iw . / 1051 the opening singles 
il j.M ,vrl,: ' against Cedric Pioliae, also 
^ in three sets, after falling 
,e0 inl l’Li ; heavily and twisting his 
i 'nJ:' ®kle. 

.<? Edberg, due to retire after 

^ Cup, said after his 
e u ’ L| *■ 6-3, 6-4, 6-3 defeat that his 


>|V J?" a , r: 

J r lJ - v .ik ? - 

.'I!!- 

rtf? 


t ' :ll,V .i C i if an ^ c injury could force him 
n01 10 H** 88 his second singles 

'N J ^ SSaintV DrutrroVi CundnM 


. fh ea 


to miss his second singles 
against Boetsch Sunday. 

Enqvist continued his out- 
standing form of recent 
Months with a clinical 6-4, 
W, 7-6 win over Boetsch. 

After breaking Boetsch's 
swve at the end of the first 
the lanky Swede wore 
his opponent, firing 
Powerful baseline shots 


* hi un_ viiu ui u»v **»■*- 

S pn'f the lanl^ Swede wore 
^own his opponent, firing 
J ^powerful baseline shots 

f ,,aoand the coun. 

-. He. took the third set 
^ .tiebreak 7-2 after both play- 

• , v had broken service once. 

[ea& 


BOSTON 

UNIVERSITY 

Boston, Massachusetts, USA 
A tradition of unyielding excellence in education 

Boston University is the third largest independent institution of higher 
education and research in the United States, The University comprises 
15 separate schools and colleges retaining a focus on both 
undergraduate and graduate levels. Boston University is a recognized 
innovator in healthcare, science, engineering, communication, 
management, education and many other areas. 

The University has ten undergraduate schools and colleges, offering 
more Ilian 250 major and minor concentrations. Boston University 
also offers MA/MS, MSA/MBA, MD/DMD, MPH, PhD programs in 
Engineering, Medicine, Dentistry, Management, Computer Sciences, 
Communications, Social and Natural Sciences, Fine Arts, etc. 

Boston University's Center for English Language and Orientation 
Programs (CELOP) offers specially designed intensive English 
language programs for international students who wish to improve 
their English. The majority of these students are preparing for study al 
an American University. 

Mr. Lawrancc O'Connor, Admissions Representative, will be visiting 
Amman on December 9 & 10, 1996, and will be available for guidance 
and counseling for admission to Boston University. Please telephone 
ihc Marriott Hotel, Amman at 607607, extension 2035 from 8 am. to 4 
pm. to schedule an appointment. Alternatively call Mr. Khaltd Rifai 
at 865922 during working hours. . 



Houston Rocket Mario Elie (L'j knocks away a shot by Boston Celtic Dana Barros in 
first quarter action. Houston won the game 120-94 (Reuters photo) 


At Indiana. Reggie Miller 
scored 25 points and Jalen 
Rose added 17 as the Indi- 
ana pacers kept the Vancou- 
ver Grizzlies winless on the 
road with a 104-94 victory. 

Miller's driving layup 


and sparked a 10-6 run to 
end the period. 

Rookie Shareef Abdur- 
Rahira had 20 points to lead 
the Grizzlies. 

In Philadelphia, Derrick 
Coleman scored 1,9 points 


.with, 2:28 left, in the third and Jerry- Stackhouse added 
quarter broke a 66-66 tie 16 as the Philadelphia 76ers 


scored the first eight points 
of the game and never 
trailed on the way to a 1 DO- 
91 triumph over the Orlan- 
do Magic. 

Clarence Weatherspoon 
had 15 points and rookie 
Allen Iverson added 14 and 
a season-high 10 assists as 


the 76ers defeated the 
Magic for just the second 
time in their last 14 meet- 
ings. 

In Atlanta. Mookie Blay- 
lock had 25 points and 
seven assists and Dikembe 
Mutombo added 25 points 
and 15 rebounds as the 
Atlanta Hawks snapped the 
Washington Bullets* three- 
game winning streak with a 
7 10-81 victory. 

Tyrone Corbin had 17 
points for Atlanta, which 
has won four of its last five 
home games. The Hawks 
led virtually from the open- 
ing tip after the game was 
tied, 2-2. 

In Portland. Rasheed Wal- 
lace scored 20 points and 
grabbed 12 rebounds and 
Gary Trent added 1 8 points 
and 10 rebounds off the 
bench as the Portland Trail 
Blazers dominated on the 
boards on the way to their 
sixth win in seven games, a 
119-93 victory over the 
Golden State Warriors. 

At Utah. John Stockton 
had 28 points and 10 assists 
to propel the Utah Jazz to 
their ninth straight victory, 
a 1 1 1-94 romp over the Los 
Angeles Clippers. 

Karl Malone and Jeff 
Homacek added 19 points 
apiece as Utah had aii five 
starters in double figures. 
Greg Ostenag contributed 
10 points and 10 rebounds 
for the Jazz. 

In Seattle. Gary Payton 
scored 26 points and Shawn 
Kemp added 25 as the Seat- 
tle Supersonics defeated the 
lowly Phoenix Suns, 105- 
92 for their 1 3th win in 14 
games. Payton added seven 
assists, and Kemp grabbed 
13 rebounds. Detlef 
Sclirempf bad 14 points and 
nine rebounds and Craig 
Ehlo scored nine of his 12 
points in the fourth quarter 
for Seattle. Danny Manning 
had 18 points and 15 
rebounds in 27 minutes off 
the bench before fouling 
out for Phoenix, which is 1- 
14. 


GLOBAL 

NTERNET 


Only Global One gives you all these local and international services: 


E-mail 


News 





Chats 


Conferences 


WWW 


i&f-? r> c ‘ 




Global One offers you all these services in REAL TIME, which means no delays and no waiting. 
Send E-mail locally and internationally and save rime and money. Read the latest local and international news, 
participate in local and international debates, and promote your company to local and international audiences. 
Only Global One offers you the thrilling experience of browsing the World Wide Web (WWW) 
and searching for all the information you could possibly need through your computer. 

If you are considering the Internet, there is only One solution. 

The Global Internet from Global One. 


New Sales Tel: 685101 • Fax: 700328 
E-mail: info@go.com.jo 
http:// www.go.com.jo 
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Iraq sees better relations 


with U.S. through oil deal 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Iraq said Saturday that even- 
tual participation of U.S. 
companies in the oil-for- 
food deal with the United 
Nations could lead to an 
improvement in relations 
between Baghdad and 
Washington. 

Nizar Hamdoon. the Iraqi 
envoy to the United Nations, 
said Baghdad was ready to 
sell crude to any country 
under the oil-for-food agree- 
ment struck with the United 
Nations to ensure humani- 
tarian supplies for the Iraqi 
people. 

''The agreement covers 
companies in oil countries ... 
the companies which can 
compete will get a contract 
with Iraq whether to buy oil 
or to supply food and medi- 
cine to Iraq." he told the 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) daily Al Ittihad. 

‘The U.S - . companies are 
covered by that agreement. 
This could bolster Iraq's 
trade links with the U.S. and 
other countries. We hope 
that commercial ties 
between Iraq and foreign 
firms will boost political 
relations with their govern- 
ments. including the govern- 
ment of the United States" 
he said. 

He said Iraq had no “reser- 
vation on establishing rela- 
tions with others on the basis 
of mutual respect and com- 
mon interests." 

Mr. Hamdoon expected 
Iraq to start pumping oude 
in December under the oil- 
for-food deal signed with the 


U.N. in May and approved 
by Baghdad this week. 

The accord was held up by 
differences with the United 
Nations and the United 
States on technical matters 
and other issues. 

Mr. Hamdoon blamed the 
United States for the delay in 
the implementation of U.N. 
Resolution 986. allowing 
Iraq to export $2 billion 
worth of crude every six 
months. He said the quanti- 
ties to be exported depended 
on oil prices. 

"The main obstacles were 
created by the U.S.," he said, 
adding that U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali had 
played a key role in pushing 
for the deal. 

Iraq has been under crip- 
pling U.N. sanctions since 
August 1990. when its 
forces seized Kuwait. It had 
produced more than three 
million barrels per day of 
crude before the invasion. 

Baghdad said on Thursday 
it was ready to normalise 
relations with the United 
States and Gulf Arab states, 
which have joined the 
Americans and several other 
countries in a multi-national 
coalition to eject Iraqi troops 
from Kuwait after seven 
months of occupation. 

Meanwhile U.N. experts 
delayed a trip to Kurdish- 
held northern Iraq on 
Saturday to inspect customs 
posts through which human- 
itarian aid is to arrive under 
the oil-for-food deal with the 
United Nations, U.N. 
sources said in Baghdad. 


Mubarak says Israeli policy is 
harming normalisation process 
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CAIRO t AFP) — Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
said Saturday that Israel's 
hardline stance on the 
Middle East peace process 
has harmed the normalisa- 
tion of relations between 
Israel and Egypt and other 
Arab states. 

■‘The practices of the 
Israeli government are 
behind a reduction in nor- 
malisation with Arab coun- 
tries. even those who do not 
maintain links ( with the 
Jewish state)," Mr. Mubarak 
said. 

"There were some joint 
Egypt-Israeli projects, as 
well as a cooperation and 
some exchange visits 
between Egyptian and 
Israeli businessmen but all 
this has been reduced 
because of the (Israeli) poli- 
cies being followed." he 


said. 

The Egyptian government 
has-been increasingly criti- 
cal of Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
because of the stalling of 
the Middle East peace 
process since he took power 
in June (see page 2). 

Israel was scheduled to 
withdraw its troops from 
most of Hebron in March 
under 1995 peace accords 
but has delayed the move 
while demanding greater 
security guarantees for the 
420 Jewish settlers living in 
the West Bank city. 

“The tense atmosphere 
because of the non- imple- 
mentation of the accords is 
reverberating on the Arab 
citizen because those who 


tense climate" Mr. 
Mubarak said during a joint 
press conference with visit- 
ing Italian President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro. 

He denied that his govern- 
ment was inciting Egyptians 
to cease all normalisation 
measures with Israel, but 
said the government could 
not order members of the 


want to maintain coopera- 
tion with Israel need a cli- 
mate of peace and not a 


private sector to invest in 
the Jewish state. 

Mr. Scalfaro said Italy's 
role was not only to support 
Me. Mubarak's peace 
efforts but also to unify' the 
position of the European 
Union on the peace process. 

He said Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat was 
in an “embarrassing posi- 
tion" because of the non- 
implementation of peace 
accord commitments. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Contestants of Prince Hassan 
Prize honoured 


AMMAN r Petra) — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, on 
Saturday distributed diplomas to contes- 
tants for the Prince Hassan Golden Prize 
in the presence of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Rahmeh Bent Al Hassan. The 
total number of contestants for the prize 
reached lO.OOCf and prize winners 3.727 
since it was constituted several years ago. 


Arar said Saturday the general conference 
of Arab parties would be held here on Dec 
16. He added that the Jordanian govern- 
ment had extended full support for the con- 
ference, which will focus on deliberations 
on Arab solidarity, political pluralism, and 
democrat! sation in the Arab World. 


Fugitive turned over to Jordan 


Prince Abdullah in Abu Dhabi 


ABU DHABI (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hussein 
SaFurday met with United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) Minister of Defence Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Rashed Al Makhtoum 
and discussed with him bilateral relations 
as well as issues of common interest. 
Prince Abdullah is deputising, for His 
Majesty King Hussein to the UAE's cele- 
bration’s of the 30th anniversary of the 
assumption of Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan his constitutional power and the 
silver jubilee establishment of the UAE. 


CAIRO (AP) — Egypt turned over a 
Jordanian wanted for swindling investors 
of S4.2 million, police said. Abdul Fattah 
Al Qattani was arrested Saturday and 
handed over to Jordanian officials, who 
took him to the airport. Police said Qattani. 
45. had lived in Egypt with his wife for six 
months. He had taken the money from 
investors to build a glass factory but then 
fled to Egypt, police said. 


Israelis kill 2 in South Lebanon 


Kabariti congratulates Algeria 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti on Saturday sent a cable to 
his Algerian counterpart Ahmad Oueyhi 
congratulating him on the success of lust 
week's referendum on the Constitution 
and expressing hope for further progress 
and development to the Algerian people. 
Mr. Kabariti also sent a cable to his 
Egyptian counterpart Kama! Janzouri con- 
doling him over the death of Egyptian min- 
ister Abdul Hadi Radi. 


Arab parties to meet in Amman 


AMMAN ( Petra) — Secretary General of 
Al Mustakbal (Future ) Party Suleiman 


MARJAYOUN. Lebanon (R) — Israeli 
forces killed two guerrillas in a clash on 
the edge of Israel's South Lebanon occu- 
pation zone on Saturday, pro-Israeli militia 
sources said. An Israeli force fired at ihe 
guerrillas in Jabal Ai-Rafii. a rugged 
mountain area controlled by fighters of the 
pro-Iranian Hizbollah on the edge of the 
Israeli-held zone, the South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) miliiia sources said. "The 
Israeli force spotted four guerrillas in Jabal 
Al Rafii and fired at them and they fired 
back. Two guerrillas were killed." one 
source said. It was not immediately known 
if the two guerrillas killed belonged to 
Hizbollah or another faction. Israeli 
artillery also hit Jabal Al Rafii and Israeli 
helicopter gunships flew over the area after 
the exchanges of fire, the sources added. 
Hizbollah leads a guerrilla war against 
some 1.000 Israeli troops and the 3.000- 
strong SLA holding the 15-kilometres- 
deep zone in South Lebanon set up in 1 985 
to stop cross- frontier guerrilla raids on 
northern Israel. 
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The sources declined to 
give any reason for the delay 
in the trip to Zakho, a border 
post with Turkey, by the 
three representatives of 
Lloyd's of London, who 
arrived in the Iraqi capital on 
Wednesday. 

On Thursday, the U.N. 
experts inspected customs 
facilities in the southern 
Iraqi port Umtn Qasr. 

Ivor Leavers, the head of 
the group, had told reporters 
on Friday, that the inspectors 
would visit Zakho on 
Saturday before going to 
Trebil. on the border with 
Jordan in western Iraq. 

Zakho. Umm Qasr and 
Trebil are to be used for 
imports of humanitarian 
supplies once Baghdad 
makes its return to the inter- 
national oil market undertbe 
oil-for-food accord. 

Decisions have yet to be 
taken on where to house the 
inspectors while a pumping 
and metering station on the 
Iraqi-Turkish pipeline has to 
be repaired. U.N. officials 
said. Iraq expects repairs to 
be done by Dec. 5. 

U.N. diplomats in New 
York estimate the first oil 
shipments will begin in mid- 
Dea?raber. 

While Lloyd's will supply 
experts to oversee the deliv- 
ery of humanitarian aid. the 
Netherlands company 
Saybolt is to provide moni- 
tors for the first international 
oil shipments since Iraq 
invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 




STONE OF DESTINY RETURNED: The Royal Procession arrives at Edinburgh Castle Esplanade with the 
Stone Of Destiny and four Royal Air Force Tornados flying overhead on Saturday. The stone, originally used 
during the coronation of Scottish kings, is being returned to Scotland having been stolen by the English over 
seven hundred years ago, and will now stay on display in Edinburgh Castle (Reuters photo.) 


Libya advertises in Jordan 


inviting Arabs to immigrate 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Libyan government is pressing ahead 
with a campaign to invite Arabs to migrate to Libya and 
help the country's efforts to build its “productive base," an 
advertisement appearing in the local press indicated 
Saturday. 

The advertisement appeared in Jordan more than one 
week after it was published in the Egyptian press, inviting 
‘■qualified" Arabs of all nationalities to settle in the country 
permanently. 

Citing “the unity of the Arabs from the Gulf to the 
(Atlantic) Ocean.” and Arab conventions that “guarantee 
the rights of Arabs, including their human rights.” the 
advertisement said the invitation was based on a law that 
was passed in 1989 that protects “the rights of every’ Arab 
residing in Libya*’ as it does the rights of Libyan nationals 
and regulated under a decision taken by the people's con- 
gresses of the counny. 

"The Great Jamahiriya (Libya), the land of each and every 
Arab, invites every Araff citizen, as individuals or groups 
wherever they are. to enjoy their right to reside (in 
Libya)...to Invest...to own property.... and to contribute to 
building industry and agriculture ...and build a model Arab 
society throughout the Libyan soil " said the advertisement. 

The advertisement said all Arabs wanting to settle or 
invest in Libya could apply to Libyan “offices in the Arab 
World" with immediate effect with details of personal sta- 
tus and qualifications or skills. It said the Libyan offices 
would provide all details and reply to all inquiries. 

Following the appearance of the advertisement in the 
Egyptian press, Mohammad Sadeq of the information 
department of the Libyan embassy in Cairo was quoted as 
saying: “All you need to do is fill in a form at the Libyan 
embassy and produce two photos." 

“We are not seeking a specific number of immigrants” 
Mr. Sadeq was quoted as saying by Reuters. The invitation 
is valid until the end of the year, he told the news agency. 

Observers here expected a sizeable number of applicants, 
mostly because of economic reasons. 

The invitation to immigrants runs counter to Libya's 
moves over the last two years to reduce the number of for- 
eigners in the country. It has expelled tens of thousands of 
Egyptians and Sudanese. 

Libya also ordered out several thousand Palestinians urg- 


ing them to return to the Israeli-occupied territories in a bid 
to prove the “failure" of the Palestinian -Israeli autonomy 
agreements. At least 200 of the Palestinians remain strand- 
ed at the Libyan-Egyptian border after Egypt refused them 
entry because they did not have documents allowing them 
to leave Egyptian territory. 

It was not immediately known whether the stranded 
Palestinians qualified to seek Libyan nationality as offered. 

According to Tripoli-based diplomats quoted in the inter- 
national press, Libya could be try ing to contain the outflow 
of foreign currency in the form of remittances by foreign 
workers by offering them nationality. 

In practice, Arab workers in Libya have often been reluc- 
tant to take Libyan citizenship because they lose the right to 
remit earnings abroad, their main motive for working there, 
according to Reuters. 


Jordanian stand on sanctions 


On a bilateral front, the Libyan press last week highlight- 
ed a Jordanian call for a review of the United Nations 
sanctions against Libya. 

The call was made by Prime Minister Abdul Karim 
Kabariti during a press conference he held with his Spanish 
counterpart Jose Maria Anzar following talks in Madrid on 
Monday. 

Mr. Kabariti said the sanctions, imposed on Libya to pres- 
sure Tripoli into surrendering two Libyans suspected of 
involvement in the 1988 Pan Am bombing over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, had not solved anything and that sanctions in gen- 
eral tended to add to the suffering of the people rather than 
pressuring the regimes. 

“Libya is now under some sort of a sanctions. ..We would 
like to very much to (re)visit this idea of sanctions," Mr. 
Kabariti said. “It is very much needed for the international 
community to revise and consider the idea of sanctions, and 
see whether they really change the situation in the wav that 
(they are) intended." said the prime minister. 

In general. Mr. Kabariti added, “I believe that sanctions 
don't affect dictators and don't affect the regimes. In fact 
what they do is just add to the misery of the people and they 
don't solve any problems." 

In reply to a question on reports that Libya could develop 
long-range nuclear missiles by the year 2006. Mr. Kabariti 
said “l doubt very' much that Libya really had the time to 
develop such capabilities." 


Euro-Arab Parliamentary Dialogue opens 


(Continued from page 1) 


ence in November 1991. it took a back- 
seat in its involvement in the Middle East 
peace process. Europe has been seeking 
to revitalise its political role beyond 
merely pledging financial aid. This has 
been encouraged by the Arabs, who per- 
ceive Europe to be more neutral. 
Washington has been resisting Europe's 
efforts. 

According to a position paper submit- 
ted by the Europeans at the conference. 
Europe has a vested interest in peace, sta- 
bility and prosperity in the region, as it 
has an effect on its own security, and it 
can provide it with an important market. 
This was one of the reasons that at the 
Barcelona summit held at the end of 
1995. the EU called for a European- 
Mediterranean partnership which adopted 
a variety of positive measures designed to 
support peace and regional development. 
This would be achieved by supporting 
small projects, and encouraging invest- 
ment and regional economic Integration. 

In regards to sanctions, the European 
position paper stresses that it is only the 
U.S. that continues to insist on sanctions 
against Iraq. This has led to differences 
between ihe American position and those 
of some European nations. As For sanc- 
tions against Libya, the paper says that 
France and Britain can encourage a solu- 
tion by cooperating with Libyan authori- 
ties to investigate the Lockerbie case. 
The paper also encourages greater coop- 
eration between Arab and European states 
to combat terrorism. 

Lower House Speaker Sa'ad Hayel 
Srour opened the conference. He stressed 
the need to embark on a serious and hon- 
est dialogue, and the necessity of 
exchanging ideas and experience, based 
on mutual respect and a common inter- 


est. Discussion on reactivating the stalled 
peace process must be based on the right 
of the people of the region to live in an 
environment of peace and prosperity, he 
said. Any such peace must respect the 
Palestinians' right to self-determination 
and to establish an independent 
Palestinian stale, with Arab East 
Jerusalem as its capital, and the right of 
Lebanon and Syria to regain territories 
occupied by Israel. 

Mr. Srour called on the Europeans, who 
have a special role to play in the region, 
to help lift the sanctions imposed on 
Libya. Iraq and Sudan, which, he said, 
have resulted in tremendous human suf- 
fering. He also emphasised the necessity 
of dealing with widespread misconcep- 
tions of Islam, and the effect the link 
made in the West between Islam and ter- 
rorism has had in reinforcing negative 
stereotypes. 

Ahmad Al Qadry, a member of the 
Moroccan parliament, speaking on behalf 
of the chairman of the Arab 
Parliamentary Union, expressed hope that 
the conference would produce positive 
results that would strengthen and rein- 
force Arab-European ties. He stressed 
that in today's world dialogue was ihe 
best way to reach better understanding, to 
confirm mutual interests, and to strive 
towards greater cooperation. 

Cooperation with Europe is needed to 
prevent the proliferation of non-conven- 
lional arms in the region, he added, 
emphasising the need to work towards 


Palestinians 

demand 


prisoner 

release 


greater economic and cultural coopera- 
tion which must be achieved on the basis 
of mutual respect. 

The afternoon session consisted of fur- 
ther discussions on the main points of the 
agenda. Sunday's programme includes 
additional discussions and a session to 
arrive at a joint final statement. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
*AP) — Palestinians 
demonstrated throughout 
the West Bank Saturday 
demanding that Israel 
release Palestinian prisoners 
from its jails. 

The marches and sit-ins 
took place in all the main 
cities of the West Bank and 
in Arab East Jerusalem. 

In Hebron about 200 peo- 
ple marched from the 
municipality to tile office of 
foe Red Cross carrying ban- 
ners with slogans such as 
“no peace without release 
of prisoners" and "what 
does peace mean if the pris- 
oners arc still in jail." 

In Qalqliya Ahmad 
Hazaa. a local leader of 
Yasser Arafat's Al-Fateh 
organisation, told the crowd 
"the Oslo agreement sqvs 
the prisoners must be 
released, but Israel has not 
implemented it." 

In Nablus mothers of pris- 
oners staged a sit-down 
strike accusing Mr. Arafat 
of letting their sons languish 
in Israeli jails. “Our leaders 
ride in big cars," they shout- 
ed. Arafat visits a new 
country every day. But who 
remembers to put in a word 
for our sons?". 
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Hong Kong 
‘Spiderman’ 
becomes celebrity 
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HONG KONG (AFP) — 
“Spiderman" Alain Robert, 
a 34 -year-old Frenchman 
who astonished Hong 
Kong by climbing the out- 
side of one of its tallest 
skyscrapers unaided, has 
become a minor celebrity 
in the British territory. 
After making the front 
pages with his spectacular 
feat on Wednesday, 
Raymond has conducted 
press and television inter- 
views and obliged the cam- 
eras by climbing pan of the 
wall outside tbe courthouse 
where he was Created 
leniently for his eye-catch- 
ing stunt. 4 , 

Robert scaled the walls of 
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the 200 -metre Far East 
Finance Centre in admiral- 
ty by clutching onto the 
window rims with his bare 
hands. No rope or climbing 
tackle were used in his 
half-hour feat. Robert 
admitted to a charge in 
court that he had caused a 
public nuisance by scaling 
the building. 
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Thatcher still tough 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Former British Premier 
Margaret Thatcher proved 
she had lost none of her 
legendary fighting spirit 
when she did a spot of 

| Christinas shopping in par- 
liament. sales staff said. 

| ' The cause of the trouble 
was that the price of 
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Lords gift shop had not 
been reduced by 26p. as 
decreed in the budget on 
Tuesday. She insisted that 
the full amount be taken off 
each 12.75 bottle in the 
three cases she was order- 
ing for Christmas and was 
unmoved when staff rea- 
soned that the shop could 
not take tax off stock it had 
already bought, and would 
not be able to reclaim the 
duty if it gave her the dis- 
count. Sales boss Alfio 
Bibbiani intervened, but 
caved in after, five minutes, 
as many have before him. 
“She is very determined. 
When she wants to pursue 
a point, she's very direct," 
he said. 
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look for overhaul 
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SAG PAULO (R) — Latin , “ 

American morticians, noto-l? ' ' c 


fious for not always send- 
ing off the dead in the most 
flattering light, are meeting 
in Brazil this week to dis- 
cuss ways to revamp their 
professional image. 

Hundreds of undertakers 
from Guatemala to 
Argentina were gathering 
in Sao Paulo through 
Saturday at Funexpo *96 to 
discuss ways of. bringing 
respectability to the 
region's mortuaries, many 
of which are small family 
businesses. “The biggest 
complaint among clients is 
the presentation of the 
body" said Lourival A. 
Panhozzi. president of Sao 
Paulo's association of 
funeral homes. 
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Pregnant? Can I 
have your job? 
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Sweden's state-run employ- ■ a s tatem 
mem agency is under fire ^ r ‘ Syria 
tor a tip it give job-hunters 0 tgypi. 
— approach pregnanL i for 

women, find out where they j* _ ^elj | 

work mid ask if they plan to ^ a r esr>iui 

take maternity leave. A surrur 

group of unemployed cli ^ ifl si 

women has now com- $ regress j r 

plained to Sweden's parlia- peace ni 

mentary ombudsman about ^ ner e i$ a ^ 
the advice, published in the ^ t° Cc upieci 
job agency's newspaper, the .^un i erTi 
national Swedish news J&n* j n . 1 

ajency TT said. “This is pri 
degrading. What will the 7* proce^J 
next step be? Stand in the fold ,u a 
hospital casualty?’ asked ^n. 

Siv Berglund. one of the J* 
group filing the petition. “I If*' 

agree the formulation of the 
statement was a bit unfortti- r^ij 
rale.- TT quoted Hato ?W „ y ° f 
Lmdgren. the newspaper's . /Syria* , ' 

publisher, as sayine. # :.J r - 
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